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The First Word  From the Interim moderator, 

Revd Alex Forsyth.

Shortly after the fall of the Taliban, writer Rory 
Stewart travelled across Afghanistan on foot to 
gather firsthand impressions of the country and its 
people. His book, ‘The Places in Between,’ records 
the following conversation about a long-ago and 
forgotten Christianity: 
“Goz Hasle is a very old village, God be praised,” 
said the Turk. “What does Goz Hasle mean?” I 
asked.                                                                                 
“It means “cross-wearing girl.”                              
“So it was a Christian village?” 
“No...My grandparents did not live alongside Ar-
menian Christians. The Armenians left a very, 
very long time ago.” 
“When?”                                                                         
“When my father was a child.” “Where was the Ar-
menian church?”                                                                   
“I don’t know.” 
Faced with these contradictions … I left it at that. 
Only when thinking back months later did I re-
member that my host kept his horse in a long 
building with a tall door… and a wooden roof soar-
ing thirty feet high. In the south side was the trace 
of an arched window.

“Where is the church?”                                                      

“I don’t know.”
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persuaded Ahasuerus to pass a decree ordering the 
killing of all Jews. Mordecai asked Esther to plead 
with Ahasuerus. Esther was reluctant  to risk her 
own life, for Ahasuerus had not summoned her for 
a month, and the penalty for disturbing him was 
death.

When Mordecai insisted, Esther asked all the Jews 
in the city to join her in a three day fast. She then 
entered the royal court and was received favoura-
bly received by the emperor, who promised to give 
her anything she asked for ‘up to half my king-
dom’. Esther invited Ahasuerus and Haman to a 
feast, then to a second feast. She then revealed 
was a Jew and denounced Haman. Ahasuerus left 
in anger and Haman flung himself on Esther’s 
couch to beg for mercy. Ahasuerus returned, ac-
cused Haman of assault, and condemned him to 
death. A second decree was now passed to cancel 
the order to kill Jews. Mordecai and Esther drafted 
a decree authorising Jews to kill their enemies. 
Esther added her royal authority to Mordecai’s let-
ter by instituting the Purim festival.

The Last Word

Thank you every one who sent me articles for this 
Echoes, the last before the union - though we don’t 
know exactly when this will be.
I hope you enjoy reading this over Christmas and 
may I wish you a Happy Christmas And a prosper-
ous New Year.

Tom Harrow
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Women of the Old Testament - the Book of  
Ester

Vashti was the wife of Ahasuerus (Xerxes), Em-
peror of Persia, 486 - 465 BC. In his third year as 
emperor he held a seven day feast for the men of 
Shushan, his capital city. His queen, Vashti, 
feasted separately with the women. On the last 
day of the celebration, Ahasuerus summoned 
Vashti ‘to show off her beauty’ at the men’s feast. 
When she refused Ahasuerus was warned by one of 
his ministers that she had set a bad example. Her 
disobedience would encourage women throughout 
the empire to despise their husbands. Vashti was 
therfore banished by Ahasuerus, who issued a de-
cree that ‘every man be master in his house’.

Esther was an orphan brought up by her uncle 
Mordecai. She was beautiful, charming, and  intel-
ligent. When King Ahasuerus was looking for a 
queen to replace Vashti, his servants arranged for 
a contest: beautiful virgins were to be brought to 
the emperor and he would choose one of them to be 
queen.

Esther, with the others, spent six months being 
treated with oil and myrrh and six months with 
spices and perfumes. Esther was chosen to be 
queen, but did not reveal her origin. Even though 
Mordecai, known to be a Jew, visited Esther, Ha-
man, the prime minister, never suspected Esther 
of being a Jewess. Haman hated Mordecai  and he 
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side." This encounter is a wakeup call to those who 
follow Jesus. As we face the prospect of arbitration 
to decide which building is to be used for Bennochy 
Parish Church, we need to remember that the 
church is not simply a building. The church is 
made up of those who profess Christ and seek to 
follow him as disciples. Our presence in the com-
munity has to be far more than a building. 
When Paul calls the church the “Body of Christ,” 
he means it not only in a metaphorical sense, but 
also in a literal sense. We are called to be ‘living 
reminders and the living presence of Christ in our 
own time and place.’ Teresa of Avila, reminds us 
that WE are God's hands.  "God has no hands but 
our hands to do his work today; God has no feet 
but our feet to lead others in his way; God has no 
voice but our voice to tell others how he died;  and, 
God has no help but our help to lead them to his 
Church is something we “do,” not just something 
we “be.” The church is where we are – doing to-
gether what Christ did regardless of the building. 
The essential question we all need to answer is, 
“Where is the church?”. The song makes the point, 
“I am the church, you are the church, we are the 
church together.” As we unite with our friends at 
St Andrews our motto should be, “Get changed, get 
together, get going!” Church is not something we 
come to, it is something we do -together.

Every blessing

Alex
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A butterfly

A man found the cocoon of a butterfly. One day a 
small opening appeared, he sat and watched the but-
terfly for several hours as it struggled to force its 
body through the little hole. Then it seemed to stop 
making any progress. It appeared as if it gotten as 
far as it could and could go no further. The man de-
cided to help the butterfly.

He took a pair of scissors and snipped the remaining 
bit of the cocoon. The butterfly emerged easily . 
Something seemed strange. The butterfly had a swol-
len body and shrivelled wings. The man continued to 
watch the butterfly because he expected at any mo-
ment the wings would expand to be able to support 
the body which would contract in time. Neither hap-
pened. In fact the butterfly spent the rest of its life 
crawling around with a swollen body and deformed 
wings. It was never able to fly.

What the man in his kindness and haste did not un-
derstand was that the restricting cocoon and the 
struggle required to get through the small opening of 
the cocoon are God’s way forcing fluid from the body 
of the butterfly into its wings so that it would be 
ready for flight once it achieved freedom from the co-
coon. Sometimes struggles are exactly what we need 
in our life. If God allowed us to go through all of our 
life without any obstacles that would cripple us. We 
would not be as strong as we could have been. Not 
only that we could never fly

An e-mail from God

One day God was looking down at Earth and saw 
all the evil that was going on. He decided to send 
an angel down to Earth to check it out. So he 
called one of his best angels to Earth for a time,
When she returned she told God 95% is bad but 5% 
is good.

Well He thought for a moment and said “Maybe I 
had better send down another angel to get another 
point of view”

So God called another angel and set her to Earth 
for a while.

When the second angel returned she went straight 
to God and told him “Yes the Earth is in decline. 
95% is bad and 5% is good”

So God decided to e-mail the 5% that were good. 
He wanted to encourage them and to give them 
something to help to keep them going.

Do you want to know what the e-mail said????

So you didn’t get one either …….. huh!!!!
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12 Days of an Australian Christmas

Twelve Koalas climbing

Eleven possums playing

Ten sleepy swaggies

Nine lizards leaping

Eight wombats digging

Seven black swans gliding

Six platypus swimming

Five kangaroos

Four pink galahs

Three cockatoos

Two emus feeding

And a kookaburra

…… up a gum tree
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Women’s Group

Our 2009/2010 session is well underway. Members 
look forward to Christmas dinner on 15 December. 
At the first meeting of 2010 on 12 January we wel-
come back Bob Docherty. 
On 26 January we’re eating again at our Burns 
Supper. Getting more active on 9 February, Chris 
Cimini leads members on a drumming workshop. 
On 23 February, Derek Abbot is talking on bee 
keeping.
We have two fundraising evenings; another table 

top sale on 23 March and a family quiz on 6 April.
Mew members always welcome.
May you and your loved ones have a joyful Christ-
mas and a happy, healthy new year.

Irene Wood
Church liaison member

From Church Noticeboards  

 Don’t let worry kill you off—
Let the Church help.

 Please place your donation in the envelope 
along with the deceased person you want to 
remember

 The sermon topic for tonight will be “What is 
Hell”
Come early and listen to the choir.
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The Miracle of Camp 60

The little church on Lambholm, Orkney  which 
has come to be known as “ The Italian Chapel” is 
the only relic of Camp 60, which in the latter 
years of the second world war housed several 
hundred Italian prisoners whose task it was to 
build the Churchill Barriers across the ap-
proaches to Scapa Flow.

Domenico Chiochetti who turned a simple Nissan 
hut into a beautiful sanctuary stayed on in 1945 
to complete his work. After he returned home and 
the camp fell into ruins, Orcadians and others 
began to visit the chapel as a place of pilgrimage 
and determined to preserve for posterity.

Chiochetti returned in 1964 to see what his work 
had achieved and was warmly received by the 
people of Orkney. H3 died in 1999  and once again 
the chapel was full to overflowing as Bishop 
Mario Conti conducted a service thanking God for 
the inspiration of this determined Christian.
Together with a concrete statue made by the pris-
oners, of St George and the Dragon  - depicting 
the triumph of good over evil -  the chapel is a 
witness the human spirit is indomitable in adver-
sity and to the strength of Christian faith.
For the successive  streams of pilgrims who now 
visit it, the Chapel is a place of quiet tranquillity. 
It is also used by Christians of all traditions on 
Orkney in a spirit of quiet ecumenism.
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fully. Apparently the ladies have un ravelled the 
knitting & re-crocheted it to make anti - macassars   
- a better sale on the arts and craft stall!

A member of staff will shortly be in the U.K. and 
will send Jenny’s own greetings card to St John’s 
congregation.

Margaret Simpson

Christmas Cracker jokes

1. How did Good King Wenceslas like his pizza? 
Deep pan crisp and even.

2. What did Adam say on the day before Christ-
mas?  It’s Christmas, Eve.

3. What carol is heard in the  O camel ye 
faithful

4. What athlete is warmest  in winter?  The 
long Jumper.

5. What does Santa do with fat elves?  Send 
them to a elf farm.

6. What did the beaver say to the Christmas 
tree?  Nice gnawing you.

7. What do you call a cat in the desert? Sandy 
Claus

8. What do you get when you cross a Snowman 
with a vampire?  Frostbite

9. What do you get if you eat decorations?  Tin-
silitis.

10. Why do ghosts live in the fridge?   Because 
it’s cool

27



World mission

In her latest letter from Zambia Jenny Feather-
stone writes that everyone awaits the rains of No-
vember as a relief from the summer temperatures.

At the college, staff are working to repair the 
swimming pool to try to generate some income. 
The students have now returned from their place-
ments and are now back to classes. Compound 
groups are busy e.g. tailoring classes for 10 one af-
ternoon a week.

Sadly there are so many funerals due to disease, 
poverty and HIV/AIDS. Sometimes there are 400 –
600 people in the cemetery at a time. Jenny finds 
this abject poverty difficult. Every day she gets 
visitors who are in want. One early morning a 
grandmother with TB needed help to get home to 
look after 6 orphaned grandchildren.

She asks for our prayers 
 SAMUEL  unable to continue his IT course 

due to lack of funds
 Rev RUBEN DAKKA, director, as ha strug-

gles  to increase funding for the college
 PROJECT GROUPS  some of whom we have 

photos pinned on the vestibule board.

Our knitted woollen squares  and embroidery 
threads arrived and are being distributed gradu-
ally to ensure that they are all used up success-
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God knew our greatest need

If our greatest need had been information
God would have sent us an educator

If our greatest need had been technology
God would have sent us a scientist

If our greatest need had been money
God would have sent us an economist

If our greatest need  had been pleasure
God would have sent  an entertainer

But our greatest need was forgiveness
So God sent us a Saviour.

The Get To-Gether

Another year has almost gone, what will the next 
one bring?
Will we be calling ourselves ‘Bennochy’ members 
or will our numbers increase!
Meanwhile we’ve had more than our share of ill-
ness -  a penalty of the not-so-young
Now we are looking forward to one of our high-
lights - the Christmas party. Then we will have a 
two week break, meeting again on January 7 to 
face the fray again
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The Cross in My Pocket

I carry a cross in my pocket
A simple reminder to me
Of the fact that I am a Christian
No matter where I may be.

The little cross is not magic
Nor is it a good luck charm
It isn’t meant to protect me
From every physical harm.

It’s not for identification
For all the world to see 
It’s simply an understanding
Between my Saviour and me.

When I put my hand in my pocket
O bring out a coin or a key
The cross is there to remind me
Of the price He paid for me.

It reminds me too, to be thankful 
For my blessings day by day
And to strive to serve Him better
In all that I do and say.

It’s also a daily reminder
Of the peace and comfort I share
With all who know my master
And give themselves to his care.
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The stories will be read by members of the con-
gregation with the choir leading the congregation 
with their choice of Christmas carols.

Thursday, 24th December  -  Possibility of a fam-
ily Christmas Eve Service  -  more details later.

Sunday, 27th December  -  Kirkcaldy Town Centre 
Churches united service at 11 a.m. in Linktown 
Church  -  again more details nearer the time.

Do you know what the letters of the 
word Bible stand for?

Be Instructed  Before Leaving  Earth

So the Bible is an instruction book, an instruction 
book for life! So many people today eagerly read 
instruction books on  their latest ‘must haves’ but 
sadly they neglect the greatest instruction book of 
all.  THE BIBLE!
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COME  ALONG  TO  ST. JOHN’S  THIS  
CHRISTMAS

Sunday, 13th December  -  Nativity Play with 
the Children from North Primary School  -  
with Rev. Dr. Andrew Munro in the pulpit.

At 11 a.m. there will be a shortened family service 
with participation of our own youngsters and chil-
dren from the North Primary School.   A special 
invitation is extended to the parents, family and 
friends of the children.

The Salvation Army representatives will also be in 
attendance to receive gifts from members of the 
congregation for distribution to children in need in 
Kirkcaldy.   This annual event has been very well 
supported in the past.   Please help continue this 
outreach work of St. John’s.

Sunday, 20th December  -  At 11 a.m. there 
will be a special service of Nine Stories and 
Carols again with Rev. Dr. Andrew Munro in the 
pulpit.
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So I carry a cross in my pocket
Reminding no one but me
That Jesus Christ is Lord of my life
If only I’ll let him be.

*****

Not quite!

Some children’s answers to exam questions

 Noah’s wife is Joan of Ark

 The fifth Commandment is “Humour thy fa-
ther and mother.”

 Another name for marriage is holy acrimony

 Christians can only have one wife— this is 
called monotony

 The Pope lives in a vacuum

 Lot’s wife was a pillar of salt by day  - but a 
ball of fire by night

.
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A NOTE FROM THE TREASURER

When I accepted the post of Treasurer as from 1 
January 1992, I certainly did not expect to still be 
in post at the end of 2009. The past 18 years have 
passed quickly.  The Treasurer, for various rea-
sons, should only be appointed for a period of 3 
years.  My last 3 year period was up until the end 
of March 2009, but I agreed to continue until the 
Union of St John’s and St Andrew’s took place.  As 
this is likely to happen, hopefully, sometime in the 
first half of 2010, this will probably be the last 
time I will be able to communicate with you 
through “The Echoes”.

My term of office has not always been easy.  There 
have been periods when money has had to be 
raised quickly for various necessary projects, and 
the legislation introduced by the Office of the Scot-
tish Charity Regulator (OSCR) has made it neces-
sary for lots of changes to be made in the way our 
financial information is presented.

On the positive side, your constant financial sup-
port has in a big way helped me to continue over 
these 18 years.   Our offerings have increased 
every year, our Gift Days have always been well 
supported, and our social events have been great 
fun and raised necessary funds.  Annual expendi-
ture has seldom exceeded income, and I have to 
thank you for your support. Our Christian giving 
is a sign and a measure of our Christian faith and 
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Mission Aviation Fellowship with their Mission 
Run project in Madagascar.
CrossReach’s on the other side project at 
Perth prison, working with prisoners families
World Mission Council’s interfaith Support 
Project in Israel and Palestine
The  HIV/AIDS projects new appeal -A New 
Hunger, aiming to raise funds to buy food to im-
prove nutrition to improve the outcomes for those 
under going treatment for HIV related illness.
International Justice Mission ( Terrify No 
More) a special project which operates specifically 
in Cambodia to help girls forced into prostitution.
The Ministries Council Project, A place for 
hope which is an initiative dedicated to helping 
individuals grow through the pain of conflict.
Over the years the Guild has supported many 
causes at home and abroad but Guild members 
have also managed to have lots of fun with con-
certs, country dance, choir and drama groups out-
ings etc. The Guild is about invitation, encourage-
ment, commitment, and fellowship which leads to 
providing opportunities for continuing growth in 
Christian faith through worship prayer and action. 
Worship is an essential ingredient in all meetings 
and activities. Prayer underpins everything and is 
a means of involving those members who cannot be 
active in other ways. Action means living out the 
faith through project work, exploring of discussion 
topics, and local involvement of groups and indi-
vidual members in various aspects of Christian 
service - may they always be a the heart of the 
Guild’s membership.
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The Guild

This November, the Guild of St. John’s has been 
very happy in celebrating its 80 birthday with a 
special service of rededication on 1 November. Af-
ter the service, our oldest member, Mrs Craig, said 
a few words about the friendship she had experi-
enced over her 63 years membership. She then cot 
the anniversary cake specially made by Chrissie 
Hay. We also had an afternoon tea on the actual 
anniversary, 4 November.
Meetings were inaugurated by Mrs Youngson, wife 
of the minister, in 1929. At the opening meeting it 
was stressed that the Guild was a “union of friend-
ship, service and consecration with a missionary 
outlook, the spiritual part being the driving 
power”. Over the 80 years the Guild at St. John’s 
has upheld that tradition. During World war ll, 
Guild members helped with canteens for service-
men and women in the YMCA building in Kirk 
Wynd. Scarves and socks for Land Army Girls and 
for soldiers were knitted and members donated to  
the “Huts and Canteen Mission. When the war 
ended. Layettes were prepared and sent to families 
in Europe. St. John’s missionary partners were al-
ways supported.
The Guild has always been in the forefront, pio-
neering new projects at home and overseas. Last 
year over £750,000 was raised for the 2006-2009 
projects. Six projects are supported for a 3 year pe-
riod and this session sees the start of a new 3 year
Period where Guilds in Scotland will be supporting
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commitment. Our level of giving is one of the high-
est in the Presbytery, and we must be proud of that 
achievement. Over the years I have always had the 
support of the Finance Team and the Congrega-
tional Board They have always agreed to most of my 
proposals, and enabled us to have a Church home 
where life is enriched by our worship and Christian 
fellowship.

Finally, the Gift Day 2009 has raised £3,393 includ-
ing income tax which will be reclaimed from the 
Inland Revenue.  Another great result!

Let us look forward in faith and hope.

Kind regards

Brian

CHRISTMAS FAYRE

Once again the magazine will be going to press 
when the Christmas Fayre takes place, but hope-
fully we will have had another successful day.  
Thanks again to everybody who over the years sup-
ported St John’s Christmas Fayre 

Post script the income from the Fayre is £2186

Well done!!    
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THE CHOIR 

The Choir continues to meet on a Thursday eve-
ning in the New Hall from 7.15 to 8.30 pm.  New 
members are always most welcome.  There are no 
auditions!  All we ask is commitment, enthusiasm 
and a love of music.  We take pride in singing an 
Introit and leading the musical worship at every 
Service.

I would like to take this opportunity to thank all 
the choir members past and present who have en-
abled the Choir to continue over my term as Or-
ganist.  When I was appointed from January 1986, 
I did not think I would still be there some 24 years 
later.  Time passes quickly when you are enjoying 
yourself.  

Over the years, many modern items of praise have 
been added to our repertoire.  We have enjoyed 
practicing these songs and including them in our 
worship.  There is a wealth of modern songs and 
music now available from many sources, and we 
have taken up the challenge and now actually en-
joy singing these songs.  

During the vacancy, there has been little opportu-
nity to continue the progress, and I am a little dis-
appointed about this, because the words and music 
of these songs are so relevant to modern life. 

As I was appointed by the Kirk Session as organist 
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would be welcome especially with pruning work. 

There is a plan of the Church grounds on our no-
tice board and anyone wishing to adopt an area or 
help tidy up a section should place their name on
the attached list. Any additional help would be 
welcome especially as first impressions
do register!

As always, my thanks go to all the people who 
have assisted me during the year but extra
assistance would be more than welcome.

Roddy Sellars - Fabric Convener

CHURCH ROLL

Admission by Certificate
J Wilkie 31 Loom Road

Admission by Resolution of the Kirk Session
Nil

Admission by Profession of Faith
Mark Thomson 35 Grieve Street
Gail Thomson 35 Grieve Street

Lines Requested
Nil

Deaths
Nettie Gregor Winifred Street
David Brown Turnberry Drive
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Fabric Report

With the question of which manse should be 
adopted for Bennochy Parish Church now having 
been resolved, the focus of attention has turned to 
25 Bennochy Avenue.

Members of the Fabric Committee of St. Johns and 
the Property Committee of St. Andrews have in-
spected the manse and have jointly agreed on pro-
posals for upgrading the property to bring it up to 
modern standards. These proposals have been cost 
estimated during my absence on holiday by Jack 
Jarvis whose efforts are much appreciated and will 
be presented to the Joint Congregational Board 
meeting on 16th November for their consideration.

The approved proposals would then be submitted 
to Presbytery for final approval before any work on 
the manse would commence.

Meanwhile, we await the arrival of the inspection 
team of the Arbitration Panel from ‘121’  who will 
deliberate on the choice of Church and deliver 
their verdict, which is final and is not subject to 
appeal.

Finally, it is most heartening for the Gardening 
Committee to hear the very satisfactory comments 
on the state of the Church grounds by both mem-
bers, visitors and passers-by and thank them for 
all their work, although anyone willing to assist 
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of St John’s Parish Church, my appointment will 
terminate at date of the Union.  

Thank you all for your support over these happy 24 
years.

Brian

A Hymn for our Situation
I hope that you will think this is an appropriate hymn for the position 
we are in at the moment.
Try singing it to the tune of Hymn 320 in Ch.3 - Come thou long ex-
pected Jesus.
P.S. Perhaps Brian can give us a few notes to start you off.

Brian Fairful

We must learn to live in union,
Never more to be apart.
Always friends and ever willing,
Keeping God within our heart.

When we join and live together,
We need never be alone.
Colleagues will be all around us,
Making us all feel at home.

If the world would live in union, 
What a happy place to be.
We can make a small step to it,
Let us show how to agree.

In God’s house we can worship,
Whether grand, or lowly place.
Singing psalms or silent prayers,
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Bowling Club

We are now well into our indoor ( carpet bowling ) 
season at The Gunner Club in Gallatown and 
have an enthusiastic regular membership of 10 -
12 ladies and gents.

To round off our outdoor ( summer? ) season, we 
had our annual trophy match with Scoonie 
Church, Leven ( now Leven Parish Church ) but 
in spite of our valiant efforts, especially our la-
dies, we lost the match (again!) although only by 
the very narrowest of margins.

Membership is open to all and with no member-
ship joining fee, just £1.50 per session which in-
cludes a cup of tea and a biscuit, so why not come 
along and give it a try ? No previous experience is 
required and indoor bowls which are much 
smaller and lighter than outdoor bowls are sup-
plied.

We meet every Monday afternoon at 2 pm for ap-
proximately 2 hours with our tea break, which 
includes a bit of a chat, midway through the ses-
sion.
Hoping to see some new faces at our meetings 
shortly but if anybody has transport problems, 
either contact myself directly on 202340 or put a 
note in my pigeon hole outlining the problem to-
gether with your contact number and I will be 
able to advise.

Roddy Sellars ( treasurer)
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St John’s Walkers

Our group is still in its infancy really, having only 
just started in June this year. 

We’ve completed seven walks so far – that’s 
equivalent to about a marathon and a half in mile-
age – with another two planned before the end of 
the year.  There are so many benefits from walk-
ing: for your health; for a social time with friends; 
for spiritual reflection; for recreation. But it’s just 
the ‘back to basics’ feeling we get from the simplic-
ity of walking in our own beautiful home county 
that appeals to our group. 

Sometimes we say a blessing from the little prayer 
card we carry in our rucksacks, and sometimes we 
say a prayer that the walk leader doesn’t get us 
lost again. 

None of us is an experienced walker but we’ve all 
caught the bug for the stress-beating, mood-lifting, 
energising natural high we get from our new lei-
sure activity. 

So don’t keep thinking about joining us – just do it!

Check out www.stjohnswalkers.blogspot.com for 
details of all previous walks.
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FLOWERS

Thank you God for little things that often come our way –
The things we take for granted, but don’t mention when we pray.

The unexpected courtesy, the thoughtful, kindly deed –
A hand reached out to help us in the time of sudden need.

Helen Steiner Rice

May I take this opportunity to thank everyone who 
has donated flowers or given donations to the 
Flower Fund over the years.   I know how much 
these flowers have been appreciated by the recipi-
ents from the cards, phone calls and intimations 
received.  The visits from the ladies delivering the 
flowers are also very much appreciated.

If you know of anyone who is ill or housebound, 
please let us know so that we can send flowers to 
them, especially during this period when we do not 
have a Minister.  We depend on the congregation 
to keep us informed.

The Flower List for 2010 will soon be in the vesti-
bule of the Church, but as we know things will 
change when the Union takes place.  Please put 
you name on the list as usual, and we will advise 
you nearer the time if there are any changes.

Flowers are one of God’s many gifts, and come in 
all different colours, shapes and sizes, and received 
in happy and sad times.

Senga Booth
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The Prayer Group
A prayer for Peace from the Prayer Group

We confess, O Lord:
That we have not listened to your voice and 
have been silent in the face of overwhelming 
violence in our world.

Lord, have mercy:
That in our never ending desire for an easy 
life amidst the material goods of this world, 
we have been deaf to the cries of so many of 
our sisters and brothers who are denied your 
justice and peace.

Christ, have mercy:
That we have Spoken and prayed for peace 
but have not been active peacemakers for 
your sake.

Lord have Mercy:
Pardon us, O Lord,
replace our silence and complacency with the 
courage to search for all embracing peace 
promised by your Kingdom.

This we ask for Your name’s sake.        Amen

Our Prayer Group continues to meet in the Prayer 
Room on the third Wednesday of the month at 10 
am for an hour. You are welcome to join us and to 
used the prayer boxes in the vestibule and Prayer 
Room



From the Stewardship and Finance 
Committee

The following are extracts from a letter to the Session Clerk from 
earlier this year. It was supposed to be in the last ‘Echoes’ but I forgot 
about it.

Last year the General Assembly decided that all 
who belong to the church should be given more in-
formation about  Ministries and Mission Contribu-
tions -  the money  your Congregational Treasurer 
sends to the church offices in Edinburgh.

The information below shows how the Congrega-
tion of Kirkcaldy:St. John’s is used to support Par-
ish Ministries, Mission and Renewal, and general 
support and services provided for congregations 
and the councils of the General Assembly
Please note that the cost of your minister is not 
what he/she is paid but includes stipend and  em-
ployer’s national insurance and pension contribu-
tions and is based on a minister with ten years’ 
service.
Total Contribution £42,361

Parish Ministries (87%) £36854
Cost of St John’s ministry        £39100
Support from other Congregations              £  2246

Mission and Renewal (5.5%) £2,330
Supports the Church’s work including in partnership
With Churches in the poorest parts of the world

16

Support Services (7.5%) £3,177
Provides financial & legal  etc. services and meets 
The cost of the General Assembly and Moderator.

Please note:
The Ministries and Mission Contributions only 
provide part of the total funding required for the 
work of the church.
If you are in a vacancy your contribution to the 
Parish Ministries Fund is reduced by the vacancy 
allowance of £580 per month .

Vivienne A Dickson
Convener, Stewardship and Finance Committee

An Ancient Prayer
Found on the wall of a Lancashire Inn

Give us, O Lord, a bit o’ sun
A bit o’ work, and a bit o’ fun
Give us all in the struggle and splutter
Our daily bread and a bit of butter
Give us our health, our keep to make,
And a bit to spare for poor folks’ sake
Give us sense, we’re some us duffers
And a heart to feel for all that suffers

Give us a bit o’ song
An’ a tale an’ a book to help us along
An’ give us our share o’ pain, confessing
That it has proved a blessing
Give us, O Lord, A chance to be
Our goodly best, brave, wise, and free
Our Goodly best for ourselves and others
Till we learn to live as sisters and brothers.
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