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From the óManseô 

 

I am sitting in the cafe at Sainsburyôs and wondering, or is it just being nosey, what are the 

people at the other tables talking about?  What is the main topic of conversation, an interesting 

news item, a local concern or an issue personal to them? 
 

This observation got me thinking of how well we, as a local church, know the óconversationsô 

of our parish and what might be the best way for us to ólistenô to what is going on? We often 

talk of how we should be relevant o our community, but we cannot do that if we are not aware 

of what people are talking about, their concerns and issues that are important to them. If we do 

not ólistenô, then all we can offer is a monologue and not a conversation. I wonder where such 

conversations can take place? Where are the ósafeô places that people would come and join us 

to discuss what people are talking about locally?  
 

It might be a surprise to us, to find out what God is already doing in our local area without us! 

We need to believe that God is always ahead of us and we have the privilege of joining him 

where he already is. It is tempting to óput God in a boxô, but our God cannot be contained! 
  

Thinking like this moves our conversation from the óinternal workings of the churchô to where 

people live their lives and will allow us to work together on our shared concerns. In a society 

where church is very low down on most peopleôs agenda, this can only be good, not just 

raising our profile, but letting people know we are concerned about the same things they are, 

and allowing us to share our ófaith perspectiveô.  
 

Our church faces many challenges in the years that lie ahead, may we never forget why we are 

here, to share the Good News of Jesus Christ, in a way that is relevant to peopleôs lives. 
             

ñThe Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has chosen me to bring good news to the poor. 
 

He has sent me to proclaim liberty to the captive and recovery  

of sight to the blind; to set free the oppressed and 

announce that the time has come when the Lord 

will save his people.ò (Luke 4: 18-19) 
 

Yours in Christ 
 

Robin 

 

See back page for  
Calendar of Events 



 

Stewardship Pack  

Enclosed with your Newsletter is your Stewardship Pack 2012 containing the following information 

relating to our Stewardship Season 2012: 

 Letter from the Treasurer 

 ñGift Aid Your Offeringò  - a leaflet with information regarding Gift Aid 

 A Standing Order form 

 Details of the members of the Finance Team 

If you do not receive the Stewardship Pack, please contact Brian on 890972. 

 

 

Church Contacts  
 

With this Newsletter you should also find a small card entitled ñChurch Contacts and Weekly 

Programmeò   Please keep this in a convenient place.     It gives you contact details in a handy form for 

future reference.   It also gives you the ready means of informing non-members who may be interested 

in what our church has to offer.   

 

 
Bennochy Prayer Group  

We continue to meet on the third Wednesday of each month at 2 p.m. for an hour.   We have been 

thinking of our minister Robin and his wife Anne as they holiday in New Zealand, giving thanks for 

Robinôs ministry here in Bennochy Church.    We have also been remembering Nicola, the former 

minister of St Johnôs, who encouraged us in 2005 to meet together as a prayer group.   Nicola has now 

begun her service as an Army Chaplain, and our thoughts and prayers are with her. 

As in 2005, we, in the prayer group, try to keep ourselves informed of happenings in the life of our 

church - now Bennochy Church - and of issues in the wider church, and also in the community.   We 

remember in prayer those who are sick, those who are anxious and those who are sad.   We give thanks 

for Godôs blessings. 

Future dates for our meetings are: October 17
th
; led by Lillian Haig; November 21st; December 19th.   

Join us if you can.   You will be made most welcome.    I would also draw your attention to the prayer 

request boxes in the church vestibule and in the prayer room, or tell us directly how we can be of help. 

Mary Sherrard. 

 

 

Alpha -Omega Course  (Tuesday evenings 6.30 p.m., for 8 weeks) 

This eight week course is run as a partnership between Bennochy Parish Church and St Bryce Kirk and 

it takes place in St Bryce Kirk Centre, commencing on Tuesday 30
th
 October.   It begins with a meal 

(the course and the meals are free!), then Robin or Ken (or both) will lead our thinking on several 

topics.   The course gives you the opportunity to ask questions and discuss the topics in small groups. 

Last yearôs course was excellent, and we hope that more members from Bennochy will join in this 

year.   If anyone is interested, please speak to Bob Docherty.  

 

 

Deaths 

12.5.12  Mrs Elizabeth Johnstone,  8 Prime Gilt Box Street. 

27.7.12  Mrs Isobel Cameron, Gowrie House Nursing Home, W. Albert Road. 

25.8.12  Mrs Euphemia Ritchie, Chapelhill Nursing Home. 

    



 

Kirk Session  

The Session meeting in June started with a discussion on our work with children and young people.  

Under Matters Arising from the previous meeting there was an update on the Fun Day; Pastoral Care; 

accommodation for the African Childrenôs Choir; lack of progress on obtaining a Church Officer; the 

Family Service planned for September; and dates for the Harvest Service and Bible World.  The 

resignation of Lorraine Fairful as Crèche Convener was received.     

Mr Grant presented a report from the Business Committee covering the Church Officer Post, Welcome 

and Hospitality, Supporting the Community, Building usage & improvements and Unitary 

Constitution.   He also reported on his attendance at the General Assembly. 

 

 

Précis of Board Meeting , 17th September 2012 

The following reports were presented to the board meeting on 17/9/2012 

The Business Committee reported that the installation of the external notice board should be soon.  A 

new church officer, a Mr Peter Shields, has been appointed and will take up the post on 1
st
 November 

this year. There will be a service in the church on 2
nd

 December to which the youth organisations 

within the church have been invited.  

As regards communications, there will soon be a leaflet drop throughout the parish inviting those 

within the parish to our church. These leaflets will explain what occurs in Bennochy Church 

throughout the week.   Secondly a Church information card for members and office bearers should be 

included with this Newsletter.  Thirdly, you will have noticed that ñwelcome teamò badges are being 

worn by those on duty at services. This is to help, not only visitors, but also members, identify office 

bearers who can be approached for help, advice etc.  

We are also considering an ñOpen Doorò scheme where we hope to offer hospitality and the 

opportunity to share in a meal (at a small cost). This is just in itôs infancy but we will keep you posted. 

A health and safety (H&S) group advise us that new fire extinguishers are to be sited throughout the 

church. A fire drill is intended on an unspecified Sunday.  Carpet fitting has met a snag which will be 

overcome soon. The group comprises Senga Booth, George Grant, Ken Campbell and Grace Morrison.  

If you are aware of any issues contact either one of the welcome team or one of the H&S committee.  

The Finance Team reported that there is a projected shortfall in the accounts this year.  There will be a 

team on hand soon for members to discuss this on a one-to-one basis. Church insurance policies are 

being scrutinised by this group to identify areas where savings may be made. Our treasurer, Brian 

Booth, is also looking at simplifying the accounts to make them more understandable to those of us 

who are not up-to-date with current financial trends. 

The Fabric Committee reported there are a few issues outstanding regarding building and services to 

the church. In this respect they are gathering together quotes and investigating the best way forward 

with regards to the works required. 

Malcolm Walker,   

Clerk to the Board. 

 

 

Fundraising Afternoon   -  Cancer Research UK 

Just in case anyone missed the presentation, I would like to say thank you to all at Bennochy Parish 

Church for their help, support and donations for the Fundraising Bash we held on Saturday 9th June for 

Cancer Research UK.    We managed to raise the amazing amount of  £1570.65, and my employers, 

Santander, who provide a matched donation policy for staff, doubled it to a huge cheque for £3141.30.  

This was presented to the manageress of the Cancer Shop in Kirkcaldy at the service on 17
th
 June and 

she was absolutely delighted with our help and support.   Thank you again.     Brenda Fraser 



 

THE AFRICAN CHILDRENõS CHOIR 

 

 
 

On the evening of Friday 21 September we hosted a Concert by the African Childrenôs Choir in 

Bennochy Church.  We were truly blessed by our time with the children and their chaperones.   Their 

singing, dancing and drumming were very entertaining, and their friendliness and enthusiasm were 

inspiring.    The offering for Music for Life uplifted during the Concert amounted to £1,713.70.  As 

many donations were gift-aided, Music for Life will be able to reclaim tax at the rate of 25% on many 

of the donations so that every pound gift aided becomes £1.25. 

ñHelping Africaôs most vulnerable children today, so they can help Africa tomorrowò is the vision of 

the African Childrenôs Choir and Music for Life programmes across Africa.  The children in the 

Choir:- 

Å attend a Choir Training Academy 

Å attend the African Childrenôs Choir Primary School 

Å are sponsored in Secondary Schools 

Å are sponsored in Colleges and Universities 

Å attend Music for Life Centres offering music, dance, nutrition and life skills 

At the Concert we heard from all the children of their hopes and dreams, and we have helped in a small 

way to inspire, encourage and support these wonderful children.  These children are the voice for the 

millions of vulnerable children back home in Africa desperately requiring our loving support. 

Thank you for helping Africaôs most vulnerable children today, so they can help Africa tomorrow. 

Brian A Booth 

 

 

World Mission  

Recent news from Jenny Featherstone, our Mission Partner in Zambia, was reported in our September 

News Sheet, and our Harvest Thanksgiving collection went towards the PLAY4ALL scheme, one of 

the projects she is promoting in Kamatipa, Zambia. 

In her latest e-mail, Jenny writes that our gift of monies is just so timely for certain areas of need.  

Ernest Sakala, now full-time Project Manager of PLAY4ALL will be sending us news of how it was 

put to good use.   Jenny describes him as full of initiative;  his latest idea was to acquire from a Water 

Co. in town a spare water kiosk, set up a system and sell fresh water to the public, but also and 

especially be able to offer pure water to the children - for them, apparently, like a glass of delicious 

lemonade! 

The latest Partnerplan Newsletter follows. 

 



 

 



 

 


