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If you do not believe that Lazarus was raised to life, you cannot believe that Jesus 

is alive. (Repeat) There can be no other purpose for this story,  only recorded in 

John’s gospel, as  the ultimate parable of who Jesus is (Matthew 11: 3-5) & what 

was to happen to him. This is an event that makes his words ‘I am the 

resurrection and the life’ resonate with meaning. 

Lazarus will go down in history, not the only biblical account of being raised to life 

(Jairus’ daughter in Mark 5 & widow’s son in Luke 7), but surely the greatest of 

the miracles of Jesus.  He was the brother of Mary; a family known by Jesus, we 

are told he loved each of them, so inter woven into the miracle, are close family 

relationships, which suggest to me that this is a real event in the life of this family.  

It seems strange therefore that Jesus waits two more days after hearing the news. 

Remember the messengers say that Lazarus is not yet dead, but on arrival, 

Lazarus has been dead for four days, and in verse 14, Jesus plainly tells his 

disciples that Lazarus is dead, so waiting was incidental. If he was going to raise 

him to life, what difference would a few days make!  

As in the encounter with the man born blind, Jesus clearly states that the miracle 

will bring glory to God. (v15) Here is another miracle with a purpose that echoes 

the great vision of Ezekiel, ‘so that you will know that I am Lord’. So Jesus waits 

and then decides to travel to Judea. Nicodemus could not understand being born 

again to new life, the woman at the well wondered what kind of water Jesus was 

offering, the Pharisees were spiritually blind and here the disciples get the wrong 

end of the stick once again, thinking that the reason Jesus is waiting is because his 

friend Lazarus is only ill and will get better. 

Now we come to the climax of the story. Imagine you are there and witness what 

is unfolding. The excitement of his arrival, crowds from Jerusalem, people there 

to comfort Martha and Mary and then you here these words of Martha (v 21-22). 

Do you believe, or do you think the woman is deluded with grief? Her words to 

Jesus are not what they seem. This statement of faith is not about immediate 

resurrection, but the Jewish belief of rising to life on the last day. So as an 

onlooker you may very well have agreed with her, especially if you knew the kind 

of man Lazarus was.  

Jesus takes it one stage further and personalises that faith. He says ‘I am the 

resurrection and the life...’ (v26) and Martha recognises who Jesus is. I still do not 

think she thought that Lazarus would be brought back to life that very day, but as 

in all the encounter stories, it leads to a recognition of who Jesus is. 

Mary is then called, and we go though the same thing over again. Maybe you are 

one of the people following Mary out to meet Jesus and you hear her say the 

same words as Martha. (v32) What are you thinking?  

After seeing and sharing their emotion, the scene switches to the grave side. 

What are you expecting to witness? Would you be one sniping in the 

background...? (v37) Then he asks for the stone to be rolled away. You say he 

must be mad, even Martha who just a moment ago made that momentous 

statement of faith, says to him, the smell will be dreadful! She is not thinking of 

physical resurrection, and if you or I were there I am sure we would not be 

thinking that either. Hand would be going over faces. But... God is glorified, the 

miracle happens.  The breath of God enters Lazarus. (Ezekiel 37: 14) I would love 

to know the peoples instant response. What was the response of Martha and 

Mary, what would yours have been? To see this man wrapped in grave clothes 

walk again. Death is conquered, not in the last days, but here and now! That is 

what eternal life is all about.  

Switch scenes again,  a few days later and other man comes back to life, but this 

time, no one is a witness to him leaving the tomb, the clothes are neatly left but 

he is seen by many people after his death. His name is Jesus, and today people 

still respond in many different ways to the news of resurrection.  

To the raising of Lazarus, some believed, why not more? Was it not obvious? 

Others told the Pharisees and the Chief priests what had happened and they 

decided it was time to get rid of Jesus. It is ironic that the great miracle of 

resurrection, according to John, led directly to death and resurrection of Jesus.   



Jesus encounters people in different situations, the spiritual struggle of 

Nicodemus, the Samaritan woman drawing water from a well, the man born 

blind, and here in the death of a friend.  These stories are about new life, living 

water, new sight and now victory over the greatest enemy of all, death. All this 

offered, to each one of us, through a personal encounter with Jesus, the 

resurrection and the life. 

Amen 

 


