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It’s all gone wrong! What happened? They killed him. The body is gone and now 

we are in trouble! Will they think we stole the body? If they get hold of us will 

they think we were part of a plan to overthrow the authorities? We are in big 

trouble! 

The disciples are in despair. I am not sure why. Had they not seen or at least 

heard about from Mary the story of the empty tomb and the risen Jesus? Why are 

they afraid? Maybe they have gone from wonder and amazement on hearing the 

news of John, Peter and Mary, to a group of people, closely associated with Jesus, 

where what had happened was now sinking in. Not the miracle of resurrection, 

but their own human frailty. Survival instincts are kicking in! There was the big 

breakthrough where we were told that John believed. What was John saying 

now? Was even he starting to have second thoughts. From a great high was he 

coning back down to earth?  For others I am sure, mixed into all of these 

emotions would be unbelief. Not convinced by what they had heard. Are we any 

different? Sometimes spinning from spiritual highs to lows, from moments of 

great faith to times of despair and doubt.  

On the evening of Mary’s encounter with Jesus, they are gathered behind locked 

doors. The account of what happens next is dramatic as it is short. Through locked 

doors, as a sign that his body was no longer physically the same, Jesus enters the 

room. We are in the world of science fiction, where all normal rules of nature are 

broken. The words are ones of peace. The signs are the marks of crucifixion. The 

response of the disciples is one of joy.  

Then comes the challenge to us, probably the greatest missionary statement is 

scripture. “As the Father sent me, so I send you”. Our God is a sending God and 

the sending God has a message. “Peace be with you”. The peace that is Shalom. 

To be at one with God, his creation, others and ourselves, and to share this peace, 

the Spirit of God is give to these first disciples, throughout history and to the 

church today.  The Spirit is the power to bring peace. The Spirit is the power to 

offer forgiveness in Christ’s name. Is that not what we seek in life? To be at one. 

To be at peace. 

 

There had to be one who was not there! He missed the show. Where was he? 

Was he not afraid? Was he simply out to get provisions? Who knows?  But this 

incident has marked Thomas down in history for all time. “Doubting” Thomas.  

We have seen the Lord they cry. He replies, that’ll be right! It is as if he knows he 

cannot be proved wrong, he makes the offer (v25), and he is now a hostage to 

fortune! A week has gone by. No Jesus. Maybe Thomas feels safe and vindicated. 

Are they just hanging around in the room? All of them, bar Thomas, has seen the 

risen Christ and received the Holy Spirit. Why are they not out there telling 

people? What else were they waiting on?  

We know about the risen Christ, we may not have seen the wounds of Jesus, but 

by the Spirit we know the events of Easter to be true. Why are we not telling 

others about the most dramatic event in history? What is holding us back? 

Take two and picture the scene. The door is still locked, they are still afraid. The 

only difference is Thomas is there. “Peace be with you”, says Jesus and Thomas 

takes centre stage. He could be us, but only he gets the unique opportunity to 

touch the wounds of Jesus. In your minds, picture that moment. The rest of 

history will need to believe without seeing! How could Thomas now doubt? He 

doesn’t, he cries,  “My Lord and my God”. 

We are asked to believe in the resurrection by faith alone. Not for us seeing the 

risen Christ or touching his wounds. Here is another disciple with bad press, yet 

he is like us, wanting tangible proof, so that there can be no doubt, but Jesus says 

to Thomas, but more to us, “How happy are those who believe without seeing.” 

That is faith. Risen Lord Jesus, strengthen our faith and help our belief. Amen. 

 

 


