
Bennochy church: 12th June 2011, Pentecost 

The Humorist Murray Watts describes a Revivalist Meeting: 

“The church was packed and there was an air of excitement. There were 

several hymns and a long preamble of prayer and praise. Then we were 

told: “The Holy Spirit will be coming tonight!” I almost expected the 

Minister to continue: “But unfortunately his train has been delayed…” 

However, the atmosphere heightened; emotions were keyed up; something 

was going to happen; something incredible. IT DID. THERE WAS A POWER 

CUT! Which seemed a little ironic in the circumstances!” 

How do you capture power? We have done it with electricity, nuclear fuels 

and even now even anti matter...! I thought that was how warp drive 

engines worked in Star Trek! Electricity can be shut on and off with the flick 

of a switch, but how many of us really know how it works? We are in 

control until there is a problem...! 

It is obvious to say that we cannot switch God on and off in our lives, we 

do not have that control, yet power has been given to us in the form of the 

Holy Spirit. For some people this is an ancient power lost in time and only 

found in recorded texts like Acts chapter 2, the story of Pentecost, 

describes by some as the birth of the church, traditionally celebrated 50 

days after Easter Sunday. But is that really true, the Spirit only for the time 

of the early church and not for the church of today? 

 Wind, fire and strange voices! What other close encounter with God does 

this event remind you? Elijah on the run, who comes to a cave and there is 

wind, fire and a still small voice. This time, God is in them all, and the noise 

is loud and the voices are many. We are told this is the presence of the 

Holy Spirit. Not random languages with no purpose, but the voice of God, 

to be heard by the many who were present at that festival time in 

Jerusalem. If at the time of the tower of Babel language became a barrier, 

here language reunites. God was speaking and the people asked, “What 

does this mean?” Here is the fulfilment of the request of Moses in 

Numbers 11: 29, “I wish that the Lord would give his spirit to all his 

people...” However, others thought they were drunk! 

How is the voice of God heard today? What is the response of the people? 

Is there a response at all, or only apathy and disinterest? Are our friends, 

family, neighbours, work colleagues asking us, what does your faith mean, 

positivity seeking to know or maybe making fun of us? Peter and the other 

followers certainly knew how to get a response, one way or the other!  

So in steps Peter. ‘Get behind me Satan’ Jesus once said to him. He of the, 

‘I will never deny you’ fame. Yes you will, three times, said Jesus. ‘Peter’, 

Jesus said, ‘take care of my sheep; you will be the rock upon which I will 

build my church’. Here is Peter, one of the frightened 12, who locked 

themselves in the upper room, who prepares to speak to the crowds. The 

end of the waiting and the public ministry of the church begins.  I will tell 

you what all this means, we are not drunk, listen to the words of the 

prophet Joel.  

How do we get people’s attention? How does the church speak so that 

people listen? What are the bridges, the connection points that make the 

message relevant or at least worth a listen? Beyond the miracle of the 

voices, there is here a link into the ancient faith of Israel, words of the 

prophet Joel that would have been well known to many. The problem is, if 

we today do not have any links to people’s dormant memory of faith, then 

what can make our words resonate once again with power?  

This is the gift of the Spirit. (Read v 17-18) As a church we need to ask the 

question, do we really believe this promise of God? If we don’t, our 

message will never resonate in the lives of others, and if they are seeking 

answers to spiritual questions, they will go elsewhere. If however we do 



believe that God is still active in his church through the presence of the 

Holy Spirit, then we are in business! 

However, there is a word of caution that needs to be added, because 

opening ourselves to the power of God and his way, will mean only one 

thing, and that is, things will change, never to be the same again.  That 

does not mean our faith in Jesus will ever change, ‘I am the same 

yesterday, today and forever’, but a discipleship that allows us to travel 

new ways in our faith journey. To be a pilgrim, is to travel places you have 

never travelled before. And in this journey, God says, ‘watch for the new 

things I am doing’. Watch for the Spirit who gives us eyes to see God’s 

vision for the way ahead. As human beings our natural instinct is to play 

safe and to operate on our comfort zone, but that is not what faith is 

about. It is about following Jesus to new places.  

So, how do we capture this power that allows us to travel in faith and in 

hope? At Pentecost it was freely given by God, to the church for all time. 

Not for us to be in control, but to listen, to follow and to give glory to God. 

Amen. 

 

  


