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We all know and use the “but” response. That is all very well, but... what 

if... Following on from Jesus words about “the brother sinning”, Peter says 

to Jesus, it is all very well talking about the person who does something 

wrong, but what if they keeps on doing it.  How often do we have to 

forgive them? How about 7 times he says? Peter probably thought this 

offer was a generous one. 

Jesus comes back, not with 7, but how about 70x7. Not to forgive someone 

490 times and then stop, but no matter how many times, the followers of 

Jesus is to forgive and to make his point he tells a story, a parable. The 

Kingdom of God is like this... Remember right at the beginning of this 

chapter, Jesus is talking about the values of the Kingdom of God and how 

his followers were to live out their lives. It is like imagining, not Caesar on 

the throne, but God. What would this world look like, sound like, feel like. 

The Kingdom of God says Jesus is like this. 

This is story of human nature, even when forgiven by others, we want 

what is ours, yet God stands ready to forgive, even the greatest debt. I 

wonder if offering forgiveness is one of the most difficult things anyone 

can do, and just as difficult is receiving that forgiveness, and saying we are 

sorry. 

The context of the parable is alien to us; one of a king and one his servants 

Possibly someone who collected taxes on behalf of the king and who made 

his own profit out of it, but the principle of what we can learn is still real 

and valid. Change the context and we could so easily be this person. He 

owes the king a vast sum, [I wonder how was he allowed to run up such a 

debt] but the exact amount is irrelevant, it is an amount he could never 

ever repay. That is the point. The situation is dire, for him and his family. 

So he does the only thing available to him, he pleads for mercy.  

 

Now looking ahead we might wonder about his motives, is this just a show, 

a charade, but for the moment, let us accept his response at face value. 

The king forgives the debt. People hearing this would have been amazed at 

this, impossible they might think. The king holds total power over this 

man! In this era, this is not a normal response. If that was you, what would 

you have done?  

Think about the servant, he must have felt elated. My debt has been 

removed. I fooled the old codger! Now I can get on with the rest of my life. 

Almost immediately, that is the sense, he meets a man who owes him a 

trifling amount of money, pennies, but he wants it now, and the man’s 

pleading makes no difference. The person is thrown into jail. [No way of 

paying your debt unless family and friends help out] 

Had he forgotten the forgiveness he had just received? Surely not! It seems 

to have made no impact on his life. It meant nothing! Thankfully his actions 

do not go unnoticed and others tell the king what happened. The king is 

furious. After all, it is his servant who is in jail and possibly this action puts 

him in a bad light. His reputation might have been enhanced due to his 

generous action, and now this happens! Quite apart from the money he 

has lost, this servant seems to have learnt nothing. See v33 and off to jail 

he goes, for life, for there is no way to pay back this debt. 

Here’s the challenge for us, Jesus says, unless we do likewise and forgive 

from the heart that is how God will treat us! The church is the society of 

the forgiven but this has no meaning if the forgiven do not forgive from the 

heart.   

The tenth anniversary of 9/11 – could we forgive if it was one of our close 

family who died? "Love is the only force capable of transforming an enemy 

into friend." Martin Luther King, Jr. The bombing of Pan Am 103 – can we 



forgive who ever carried out this act of terrorism? "If we practice "an eye 

for an eye and a tooth for a tooth," soon the whole world will be blind and 

toothless." Mahatma Gandhi. The death of a son or daughter fighting in 

Afghanistan – could we forgive? "Forgiveness does not change the past, 

but it does enlarge the future." Paul Boese. We are all humbled by those 

who forgive in such circumstances, and challenge us, as the society of the 

forgiven. 

 As God has first loved us and forgiven us, a debt so large that it is 

impossible for us to pay back, he says to us, love the Lord... and love your 

neighbour as you love yourself. This kind of love and forgiveness from the 

heart, goes against everything about being human, but says everything 

about the values of the Kingdom of God and following Jesus. Amen. 

 

 


