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For most of us Harvest is not any more a firsthand experience. We do not 

‘plough the fields and scatter’, most of us never have.  We are town and 

city dwellers or rural commuters. Our old harvest hymns maybe take us 

back to a time when Scotland was more of an agricultural society, and I 

suspect give us a romantic view of that very hard existence, with those 

lone rural kirks standing in splendid isolation, nothing around them, the 

farm workers who attended them, long gone, due to mechanisation.  

Harvest is a topic on the primary school curriculum under Religious and 

Moral education, but I can’t help thinking, if you asked children today 

where, for example bread comes from, I wonder what the top answer 

would be, farm, bakers or ASDA? 

For most of us, there is a detachment between production, the raw 

ingredients, and consumption, what we actually eat, and what brings them 

together, today, are our main supermarkets. The big four UK supermarkets 

dominate, with about 75% of all grocery sales. This is how we live in a 

consumer society, a society of convenience and one of regulation.  

I saw a news story with picture from the Mail Online, headline was 

“Toddler suckles straight from a COW after mother leaves home in search 

of work”! (It was Cambodia not UK!) I am sure there would be a health and 

safety outcry against that! Although I believe more people are drinking un-

pasteurised milk in the UK and it reminds me of horrible luke-warm school 

milk. 

“Come, you thankful people come, come, raise the song of harvest-home, 

all is safely gathered in.” This morning it is right that we remember those 

who work the land, but what kind of harvest do the rest of us bring home?  

Jesus lived in a rural society so it should come as no surprise that many of 

his parables had an agricultural theme and would relate to his hearers own 

experience. Matthew 13 begins with maybe the most famous of them all, 

the parable of the sower, but today; let’s take a few moments to look at 

three other short “harvest “parables.  

They all begin with a common phrase; The Kingdom of heaven is like this. 

This is a thread that runs all the way through Matthew’s gospel. Jesus has 

come to usher in the Kingdom of God. If you wish to follow Jesus you must 

live by the Kingdom’s values and the fulfilment of the Kingdom is still to 

come, when Christ’ returns. Each parable gives us little snippets about the 

Kingdom of God. The Kingdom of heaven is like this. 

The first story is about sabotage, the image of a thief who sows weeds 

amongst the corn and this creates a dilemma. Actually it was a common 

agricultural problem.  There was a poisonous weed, a kind of ryegrass that 

looked like wheat in its early stages and could only be distinguished when 

the ears of the corn appeared. So, pull up the weeds before harvest and 

risk pulling up some of the corn or wait till harvest.  The decision is made 

to wait. Then they can be separated, the weeds burnt for fuel, in a country 

where fuel source was scarce, and the wheat stored in the barn. This is 

done to protect a valuable commodity.  

The second parable is about unexpected growth, a growth out of out of 

proportion. The mustard seed seems insignificant, but can grow to about 

four feet and up to 10-15 feet high.  

The final story has a baking theme. That little ingredient, yeast, can make 

all the difference, for it causes the dough to rise. A bushel of flour (40 

litres) was all a woman could knead at one time, but would feed a hundred 

people.  



To the listeners of Jesus these would have been common images, but what 

are the truths of these parables for us? Jesus gives an explanation of the 

parable of the wheat and the Tares in v36-43. He says good and bad sit 

side by side in the world. Evil will always be with us, even until the 

Kingdom is fulfilled and the nitty-gritty bit is this, we take responsibility for 

the choices we have made, for God or against God. And from seemingly 

small and obscure beginnings the Kingdom of God will grow and culminate 

in glory, and like yeast, will be all transforming. 

That Kingdom is here. We are part of the Kingdom of God. We are to live 

out its values. We live in the in-between time, ushered in by Christ, yet still 

to be fulfilled when he returns, and that is our challenge, for good and evil 

sit side by side, but we trust that the Kingdom is growing and transforming, 

and one day, it will be truly fulfilled in Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 


