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The challenges continue. There was the trick question about tax by 

the Pharisees and the Herodians, and then came the Sadducees 

with a question about people rising from the dead. Now the 

Pharisees are back for another go! Maybe they are gloating a bit 

over the recent failure of their rivals, the Sadducees.  It is another 

test. They are looking for Jesus to say something unorthodox, to get 

him on a   charge of blasphemy. Charges still part of the law of 

Pakistan and often used against minority faiths like Christianity. 

Read about that in recent edition of World Mission News.   

The issue is what is the greatest commandment? (v35) Surprisingly, 

this time, Jesus gives a straight answer by directly quoting the Old 

Testament. The questioner is therefore disappointed, the trick has 

failed because his answer is orthodoxy itself.  

The greatest commandment is found in Deuteronomy 6:5. It is not 

an exact quote, as the word ‘might’ is changed to ‘mind’. The 

followers of the Lord God of Israel are to love him love him with 

their whole being and with every faculty. The second is from 

Leviticus 19:18. How can you love God if you do not love your 

neighbour made in the very image of God? Jesus links two 

commands with the common key word of love. How could the 

teachers and scholars of the law object to such an answer? They 

could not! The whole law and prophets are based on these two 

principles. (v40)  

In Matthew’s gospel we have no record of the response by 

questioners, but we can imagine him going away very disappointed. 

There are parallel accounts with differences. In Mark, the context is 

the same but this time the lawyer agrees with Jesus and receives 

the approving comment, “you are not far from the Kingdom of 

God”. No trap here. In Luke, there is a trap. The lawyer asks, what 

must I do to inherit eternal life? Jesus says, what do scriptures say, 

and the lawyer responds with the commands, Jesus says you are 

right, go and live like this. But the teacher wanting to justify himself 

asks, who is my neighbour? This leads onto the famous parable of 

the Good Samaritan.  

A ‘Bucket of surprises’ p.110. The son wanted to know, that even 

disfigured, he would be loved. 

I think we would accept the challenge of loving God the best way 

we can. We understand that as we have been loved by God, we 

should extend that love to others. But the real challenge of the law 

of love is found in Jesus words in Matthew 5: 43-48. Jesus says love 

your enemies. It is easy to love those we love. It is easy to love the 

lovable, but what about our enemies, where love is taken to its 

widest point.  

“There is probably none who understands grace and forgiveness 

better than Desmond Tutu. When Nelson Mandela left prison after 

27 years, he could have called for vengeance, retribution against 

the Whites, he did not, he called for forgiveness. He called upon his 



old friend Desmond Tutu and asked him to chair the Truth and 

Reconciliation Commission. The rules were simple: the perpetrators 

had to tell the truth, the whole truth, and their victims were given 

the opportunity to forgive.”  

These are the words of Martin Luther King. “Certainly these are 

great words, words lifted to cosmic proportions. And over the 

centuries, many persons have argued that this is an extremely 

difficult command. Many would go so far as to say that it just isn't 

possible to move out into the actual practice of this glorious 

command. They would go on to say that this is just additional proof 

that Jesus was an impractical idealist who never quite came down 

to earth. So the arguments abound. But far from being an 

impractical idealist, Jesus has become the practical realist. The 

words of this text glitter in our eyes with a new urgency. Far from 

being the pious injunction of a utopian dreamer, this command is an 

absolute necessity for the survival of our civilization. Yes, it is love 

that will save our world and our civilization, love even for enemies.” 

Remember of the context of these words in 1960’s America. 

Later on in the same sermon he says this is impossible unless we 

examine ourselves. This echo’s the words of Leviticus. We have to 

love our neighbour as we love ourselves. Many of us find that 

difficult to do.  

If God is love, then every time we experience love, we experience 

God. If love comes from God, then we cannot love without God. 

This love comes from beyond ourselves, enabling us to love God 

back with all our whole being, to love our neighbours, including the 

unlovable and our enemies and to love even ourselves. The 

challenge for each one of us is to show that love in all we do. Amen 

 


