
Bennochy church: 27th November 2011 

We have entered the season of Advent. The word comes from the 

Latin adventus meaning ‘coming’. Advent is a time when the 

church traditionally thinks about some of the people who were 

involved in the leading up to that first Christmas, the coming of 

Jesus. The Old Testament prophets who foretold the coming of 

the Messiah, John the Baptist who pointed to Christ as the one 

sent by God and Mary the mother of Jesus. 

 

It is in some way strange that we remember, every year, the 

coming of one who has already arrived and find ourselves 

focusing on the traditional story of wise men, shepherds and a 

babe in a manger.  

 

In the Times newspaper of the 2
nd

 of November 2005, this 

headline appeared, Council takes Christ out of Christmas. Here’s 

how the article began, 

  

“The festive season is not yet upon us, but Christmas has 

already been banned from some seasonal light displays. The 

latest local authority to take the Christ out of Christmas is 

Lambeth in South London, where bureaucrats in all but one 

district are making sure their seasonal lights are bereft of any 

connotation of Christianity. Instead, council officials have used 

the words “Winter Lights” and “Celebrity Lights”. Lambeth, 

once a Labour -controlled council, is now run by a joint Liberal 

Democrat and Conservative administration. Bernard Gentry, a 

Tory councillor and a Roman Catholic, said: “We should not be 

too scared to acknowledge the Christian festival of Christmas in 

the same way as we mark the Hindu festival of Diwali, the 

Muslim month of Ramadan and the Jewish Yom Kippur.” A 

council spokesman said: “The term winter lights simply reflects 

the fact that a number of religious festivals take place over the 

winter period when the lights are switched on.” 
 

In the church we are acutely aware of a growing lack of 

knowledge about the Christmas story, and the Christian faith in 

general, this can be seen where church and society still connect, 

e.g. in school assemblies or rites of passage ... along with society 

wishing to  be ‘politically correct’ and not wishing to cause 

offence to people of other faiths. However, is it not time for the 

church to again speak out with confidence about the coming of 

Christ into the world, for without Bethlehem there is no Calvary 

and no Easter. And if Christ is not risen, then our faith, as Paul 

said, is all in vain! 

 

It is interesting to note that our traditional Christmas story is 

‘posted missing’ in two of the gospels. In Mark’s gospel, the action 

begins with the baptism of Jesus, as the one who is the Messiah, 

fulfilling the prophecy of Isaiah. In John, he goes back to the 

creation, with Jesus there as the Word who becomes flesh, his 

coming clothed in the language of light, love and truth. So, no 

wise men, shepherds, or angels, yet there is the common thread 

of John the Baptist, who prepares the way. As we prepare for 

Christmas and the coming of Christ into the world, what do Mark 

and John have to say to us? 

 

The baptism of Jesus certainly marked the beginning of his public 

ministry. So how as a church, at Christmas, do we walk in the 

footsteps of the public ministry of Jesus? To go beyond the tinsel 

of Christmas to the needs of people, to move past the ‘feel good 

factor’ of festivities, to the real message of Jesus, who met people 

where they were, and offered healing in body, mind and spirit.  

 

In many ways John’s gospel is seen as the most ‘theological’. He is 

a ‘word-smith’, with his first chapter as probably his most famous, 

a picture in words, of who Jesus is.  

 

“So the Word became human and lived here on earth among us. 

He was full of unfailing love and faithfulness. And we have seen 

his glory, the glory of the only Son of the Father.” (1:14) 



 

I would encourage you to reread John chapter one, and ask 

yourself, how can I follow Christ, to be a witness to him this 

Advent time, to know that many will not recognise him in spite of 

what we say, and to claim the promise, that those who do believe, 

will be accepted by God the Father as part of his family.  

 

As we prepare for Christmas, may we point to Christ and shout to 

the crowds, “This is the one I was talking about when I said, 

‘someone is coming who is far greater than I am, for he existed 

long before I did.’”(1:15)  

 

It is good to share the traditional story of the manger child, yet 

there is a deeper story, of a man called Jesus, who is the Christ.  

 

I have to admit, there is a lot about the Christmas story I don’t 

really understand. What does God coming into the world as a 

child mean? How do we understand the concept of ‘virgin birth’? 

Maybe such questions should not surprise us. It is after all the 

story of God, told in different ways, in human language that seeks 

to help us grasp that which cannot be described, that which 

seems to be impossible. What is remarkable in the fact that God 

would do such a thing for his creation, such a thing for humanity, 

such a thing for us? Birth in this world, to bring life now, and for 

all eternity. Grasp that, if you can! That is the incarnation of Jesus 

Christ, Emmanuel, ‘God with us’. Amen 

 


