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The rumour is winding its way through the narrow streets 

and alleyways of Jerusalem; it is spreading like wildfire 

through the region of Judaea. He is here, the promised 

one has arrived, he is out in the desert, near the Jordan, 

baptising. He sounds like a prophet, his words are 

challenging; his dress sense is a bit strange. We better go 

and see. 

If someone very famous was walking down the High 

street would you not be interested, excited or even just a 

bit nosey! Tempted to go and see and hear what they had 

to say? Who would it be...? (Ask) 

I think you would be even more tempted to go if the visit 

was highly anticipated, built up over many years and 

maybe this would be your one and only opportunity to be 

there. For the people of God there was no greater 

anticipated figure than the promised Messiah, come to be 

the saviour of his people and usher in God’s reign on 

earth. It is in the midst of such anticipation that John 

appears and to whip up the tension even more, he quotes 

the words of the great prophet Isaiah, “A voice cries out, 

“Prepare in the wilderness a road for the Lord! Clear the 

way in the desert for our God! Fill every valley; level every 

mountain. The hills will become a plain, and the rough 

country will be made smooth. Then the glory of the Lord 

will be revealed, and all people will see it. The Lord himself 

has promised this.” (40: 3-5) 

He looks the part, he is saying all the right things, he is 

offering forgiveness and baptism and the crowds spill out 

of city and village to meet this man. And in response to 

his words, the people ask, “What are we to do?” They are 

impressed. Maybe, just maybe, this man is the Messiah. 

We must assume that John has got wind of the rumour 

going round of his Messiah-ship and so turns to the 

people and says, it is not me, but he is here. It is a 

dramatic scene, made even more vivid as you think that 

Jesus, soon to be baptised, might have been standing 

right there in their midst, listening to John’s words.  

John says, this is only water, a sign, a symbol (Have water 

in baptismal font / take some out), he will baptise with 

something far more powerful, the Spirit and the fire of 

God.  



It seems strange, that the climax of the passage is 

contained in only two verses. The anticipation of the 

crowd, in John and his baptisms, is then turned to focus 

on the baptism of Jesus. And note, it was only after all the 

other people had been baptised that Jesus is baptised by 

John. The support act is complete and Jesus takes centre 

stage. 

“Epiphany” is the season in the Christian calendar in 

which we celebrate three events that demonstrate who 

Jesus is.  "Epiphany" means "to show, make known, or to 

reveal." Here in the baptism of Jesus, heaven reveals who 

he is, and I suspect, it might even be news to him! Here 

the Spirit makes known to Jesus, “You are my own dear 

Son. I am pleased with you.” If the crowds did not hear 

the words, Jesus did. This Epiphany was for him.  

The movement from John in the desert, to Jesus in the 

water is now complete, and the work can begin. 

It is easy to follow the crowd and I suspect many of those 

baptised by John would fall away, after all for many 

people, Jesus did not live up to the kind of Messiah they 

had hoped for. However, maybe they would look back 

after the crucifixion of Jesus and wonder; maybe, just 

maybe he was the Messiah after all.  

To be singled out and given responsibility is never easy. 

As Jesus learned of what was to come, to fulfil the will of 

God, he knew it was a heavy burden for him to bear. In 

Gethsemane he cried to God, “Father,” he said, “if you 

will, take this cup of suffering away from me. Not my will, 

however, but your will be done.”  

If we have been baptised, these words and responsibility 

have become ours. “You are my own dear Son. I am 

pleased with you.” We share these words with Jesus and 

at the same time are challenged by the words of John as 

the people by the Jordan were. Have another look at the 

rest of Luke 3. 

Last Sunday we indentified Jesus, in the visit of the Magi, 

as the light of the world, today he has been revealed as 

the Son of God. For Jesus the revelation would continue. 

Next week we will look at, what at first sight seems a 

rather odd miracle, of turning water into wine, at a 

wedding in Cana, in Galilee. Amen 

 


