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Weddings are a time for celebration. I wonder if Jesus enjoyed a 

party or liked a glass of wine? He was human after all. Seems a 

reasonable question to ask, unfortunately the story of the 

wedding in Cana in Galilee doesn’t give us an answer, but what 

a strange miracle to record, as part of the story of Jesus, 

changing water into wine!  

John links this story with the previous passage, for Cana is 

where Nathanael is from. We don’t know who was getting 

married, but Jesus, Mary, mother of Jesus and the disciples 

were all guests. We might speculate, did Jesus have any other 

family, was it a family friend or someone known to one of the 

disciples. Who knows, but not only is the miracle odd, and we 

wonder why Jesus performed it, it does not seem to fit with the 

other stories of Jesus. So we ask, why is it there and what does 

it say to us about Jesus? If we can relate the story of the Magi to 

Jesus as the ‘light of the world’ and the story of his baptism as 

Jesus being ‘God’s son’, what does this miracle say to us about 

who Jesus is? 

The answer might be found in the strange conversation that 

takes place between Jesus and his mother. But I do wonder if 

the writer is trying to ‘force’ something on Jesus, that doesn’t 

quite fit, about who he is. A wedding story and an odd miracle! 

Well, can you imagine the embarrassment, you are a guest at 

the wedding, and remember in those days weddings lasted 

seven days, that is a lot of wine; everything seems to be going 

well and then the wine runs out! The man in charge has got it 

wrong; after all it was his job to control its distribution / 

dilution. With no 24 hour supermarket round the corner, what 

are they to do?  

Enter Mary, not Jesus; she takes the lead, which makes me think 

she might have had the initial invite and it was people she knew 

well. That is pure speculation on my part. One writer 

commented that the women’s quarters were near where the 

wine would have been stored so Mary would have heard about 

it before Jesus. Or maybe the words are just put into her mouth 

to bring Jesus into the crisis. Jesus, they have run out of wine. 

His response seems a bit sharp, don’t tell me what to do, my 

time has not yet come. So we might speculate some ‘distance’ 

here between Jesus and Mary, in their relationship and certainly 

their concerns are different.  For one it is about helping a friend 

save face, for Jesus, it is about who he is. There is a bit of later 

theology going on here, maybe an addition to an earlier story of 

a wedding. Jesus time will indeed come, but not now, later, in 

his passion and death.  

If there was any impasse in the conversation, Mary keeps it 

going, as if Jesus had never said it and he had actually agreed to 

help. Is there something in the words of Mary where she 



recognises what was to happen and by inference, who Jesus 

was. That should not surprise us; think of the experience of 

Mary and God’s revelations to her. The words of Mary here 

need to be understood as words of faith. 

The rest of the story is well known. The water jars used for ritual 

washing were filled with water, about 120 gallons, changed into 

wine, and ends with the famous comment from the man in 

charge of the feast, now I think a relieved man; that normally 

people keep the cheap / more diluted wine to the end of the 

wedding, when everyone’s senses has been ‘dulled’, so they do 

not notice the change!  

This was not a kind gesture by Jesus to save the face of the host; 

the writer wants to say, very early on the ministry of Jesus, 

something about who he is. To the people who benefited from 

extra good wine and a good nights, I am not sure how much 

they would remember, (however, in Jewish circles drunkenness 

was not encouraged) but to John’s readers, the miracle is said to 

reveal his glory, a common theme that runs through John’s 

gospel, and the disciple’s are said to have believed in him or at 

least recognised in some way what had actually happened. 

Compare that to the man in charge who had no idea that the 

miracle had even taken place. The writer says, there are those 

who are spiritually blind and those who see. 

So what was the revelation, this Epiphany? Is it just Jesus the 

miracle worker performing a sign of power, like the first miracle 

of Moses who turned water into blood, or is something else 

going on here? There is the possibility that John, looking back 

over the life of Jesus, and picking up some of Jesus later words, 

is using the wedding as a parable of the Messianic feast that is 

to come; it is an image of heaven, where the water of Judaism, 

represented by the ceremonial jars, is replaced by the new wine 

of the gospel. And when the time does come, Jesus will sit down 

once again with his disciples, around a table in an upper room, 

and share with them the bread and wine of new life. Amen. 

 

 

 


