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We live in a world full of disasters. Now that’s a good uplifting 

start to any sermon! But it is true. Think about what ‘news’ is 

today. It is primarily bad. That is what makes the headlines. And 

in the midst of all this bad news, that people seem to want to 

hear, the church attempts to squeeze into people’s 

consciousness, what we call the ‘Good news’ of the gospel.  

It must be the way we are made, but people do want to hear 

and talk about bad news.  Have you not noticed that, “There but 

by the grace of God go I”. In other words that could us, thank 

God it is not. We sometimes say to ourselves, I wonder how 

people cope with such tragedy, and then in a strange way of 

thinking, we sometimes follow that up with a comment like, 

maybe our life is not so bad after all. We do the comparison 

thing. 

I have said before, that don’t claim to understand why some 

people’s lives are so filled with tragedy. I was watching TV 

during week and it was a report from Syria, of people driven 

from their homes and living in caves. A group of seven young 

boys, their father was dead; their mother had gone out to find 

food and had not returned. I don’t know what happened to 

them, and if you were the reporter, how could you leave them 

there?   “There but by by the grace of God go I”.  We could have 

been born into that situation or any other tragedy. I don’t know 

about you, but I am always amazed by human resilience and 

people’s will to survive. Have you ever said to yourself, I don’t 

think I could do that or live under the same circumstance; I 

could never cope with such illness or losses. Or maybe we might 

ask ourselves, would I stand up against injustice, as others have, 

and suffered the consequences? 

Jesus, in what I must say is a rather strange passage, recounts 

two stories of tragedy. The first is where some Galilean pilgrims 

have been killed by Pilate, the Roman Governor was present at 

holy day feasts to make sure order was maintained, and 18 

people are killed when a tower ‘in Siloam’ falls on them. [Read 

sections from Barclay commentary p.172-3]  

I have no doubt these were ‘bad news’ stories, headline events 

of the day that were going round Jerusalem, and the very fact 

that Jesus mentions them at all, means that people were talking 

about them. However, for us, there is an unusual angle to these 

two stories. It not a case of “There but by the grace of God go I”, 

but, were these people, worst sinners than any others? That is 

the gossip that is going round, because that is how they 

understood such events. 

The implication was, it was their own fault, they must have 

sinned in some way, and as a result, are cursed by God. “Think 

back now. Name a single case where someone righteous met 

with disaster. “[ Job 4: 7] It would be like us saying to people 

who are dying of hunger, poor sanitation, injustice or civil war, 



you know, it’s your own fault. You must have sinned against 

God.  

Jesus uses these local stories of bad news to try and transform 

their understanding of sin. He doesn’t give any explanations 

about how or why these disasters happened, but he clearly says, 

God does not work in the way you think he does. Jesus says it is 

not physics; it is not simple cause and effect, live the right life by 

the law and be blessed by God and vice versa. It is deeper than 

that, it is about their relationship with God that underpins how 

they live, and if we find this language hard and direct, 

particularly the consequences, then that is the very point the 

writer of Luke is trying to make! Elsewhere, Jesus would say, ‘I 

have come to offer life, life in all its fullness’. The Old Testament 

language may be one of blessing and curse, but for Jesus, it is 

about new life and being put right with God. 

However, nothing is ever that simple. The words of Jesus and 

this parable of the fig tree, have to be taken in context, and the 

context here is not the individual, but the nation that is God’s 

people. The fig tree in the parable represents the Jewish nation 

of Jesus day and that helps to make the meaning clear. Jesus 

addresses the people of God and says to them, you know, God 

has been looking for many years, for his people to be the people 

he wants them to be, to be the ‘Light to the nations’ and for the 

love of God not to be constrained by the law.  

Rings any bells? Jesus could be speaking directly to us as part of 

his church! Normally a fig tree would bear fruit after three 

years, so in the parable, the gardener intercedes on behalf of 

the fruitless tree and does more than is required to try and save 

it.  

The message of the parable is to give God’s people another 

opportunity to be the people he wants them to be. Not based 

on the old model of cause and effect blessing and curse, but 

offered in Jesus Christ, the way to God, and the means of new 

life, life in all its fullness.  

Our opportunity, comes once again, as we journey with Christ in 

this period of Lent, to live the life he wishes us to live, and to 

look forward to a most tragic event that became the greatest 

‘good news’ story of all history. Amen. 

 

 


