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The situation was reaching crisis point, there were 

mouths to feed and in one of the accounts of this story, it 

was late and getting dark. What were they going to do 

with all these people? They had followed Jesus because 

they had seen his miracles of healing. Were there ill 

people in the crowd seeking a healing touch? It would 

have been the natural thing to do. Here was an 

opportunity, he had healed others, why not me? I wonder 

if the disciples were concerned that the crowd might 

become restless, so we better get them something to eat. 

I am not saying that Jesus was devious but he offers Philip 

a test. He says to Philip, where can we buy food for all 

these people? You can imagine Philip’s mind racing! What 

can we do? They could hardly get round to the local 

supermarket and order up some platters of sandwiches! 

And irrespective of the number of people, a large crowd is 

going to be expensive to feed. 

Jesus test of Philip was motivated by compassion, for 

compassion meant that Jesus could not ignore the 

situation or more correctly could not ignore the people or 

just send them home hungry.  

Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, then offers a ridiculous 

suggestion. There is a wee guy here with five loaves and 

two fish.  He then makes the obvious statement that 

these will not be enough to feed such a large crowd! You 

don’t say, Andrew! 

Jesus takes over and gets the crowd to sit down; it is now 

that we find out that the crowd numbers at least 5000 

men, in those days it was only men who literally counted, 

but here must have been more than men there, the boy 

himself proves that. Suggestions are that the crowd could 

easily have numbered up to 20,000. We are told that 

Jesus took the bread and fish, gave thanks to God and 

distributed it to the crowd. 

Let me stop the story there. Such miracle stories were not 

actually new. In 2
nd

 Kings Chapter 4 the prophet Elisha 

feeds a 100 men with 20 loaves and some ears of corn.  

But not only that do you see the thread that is running 

through this story that has little to do with the miracle 

itself? I want to suggest that the miracle event is pointing 



us to something else. It is not just about what is 

happening and the power of miracle, but who is the 

person, central to this event? 

The context is that it will soon be the Passover and in this 

meal, large as it is, bread is broken. In this story there are 

echoes of other famous meals; God who provided manna 

in the desert as the people, led by Moses, travelled to the 

Promised Land. As they shared this bread were they 

transported back to their wandering ancestors, fed by the 

hand of God?  And of course there is that far more 

intimate meal, in an upper room, still to come. So this 

meal points back to their history and forward to a 

different kind of broken bread, a new Passover. Here is 

the action of Jesus, the bread of life.  

As we reflect on the work of Christian Aid, this story goes 

other places. In a world with seemingly big and 

impossible situations, we are asked to offer small acts of 

kindness that God can use to change the world. If what 

we offer seems insignificant, then go back to this story of 

five loaves and two fish and see how that small amount 

shared, was  transformed by God to fill 12 baskets of 

leftovers. It is the significance of the insignificant and how 

often that happens in the life of faith.  

The call of Christian Aid is that people might have ‘life 

before death’. The call of God upon our lives is a call to 

love our neighbours, and this is not, for most people, 

about the grand gesture that gains publicity, it is about 

small acts of love offered to God. By a lake side an act of 

sharing gave more than was required, let us believe that 

what we offer to God will be used to transform lives in a 

significant way. That is the power of God. Amen. 

 

 

 


