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Show me and then I will believe. You might have heard 

the story but you need to journey there yourself and see 

it with your own eyes. What is it about vision that enables 

us to trust? In some cases it is allied with touch which 

makes the story real; those “Thomas the doubter” 

moments. At other times, even from a distance, if we see 

it with our own eyes, we will know it to be true. 

There are times we do believe, but we still want to be 

there, to be part of the story, standing from within the 

experience, and not looking in from the outside. The child 

is born, we want to cradle it in our arms; the league has 

already been won, but we want to be part of the crowds 

that cheer the team as the open top bus travels by; we 

journey to a sacred or famous place, seen in the pictures, 

by now experienced as reality because we are there. 

And there are times when we cannot see the wood for 

the trees. What we seek is there, but it is so close we do 

not see it. Our senses fail us and we wonder what reality 

is? What is truth where we are? We question our 

experience as an expression of our confusion and doubt. 

So Philip said to Jesus; show us the Father that is all we 

need. Philip, Philip, how long have I been with you? Philip 

have seen Jesus many times, lived with him, listened to 

his words, watched his miracles, journeyed with him; yet 

he failed to understand who Jesus really was. After all this 

time Philip, do you still do not know me?  

I am certainly not going to criticise Philip, we have all 

been there and asked these kinds of questions. We to 

have failed to see in the man from Nazareth, the face of 

God. We believe that in Jesus, God walked the earth. I do 

not understand how that is possible. When Jesus walked, 

was heaven empty? We believe that on the cross God 

died. Was there a moment in the life of the world that 

God did not exist? These questions are too big! 

Jesus makes it clear to his disciples that his words are the 

words of God, because he is in the Father and the Father 

is in him. Another big question comes to mind, how can 

this be, that one is two and two are one? Today is 

Pentecost Sunday, where we celebrate the coming of the 

Spirit of God, ‘Pente’, 50 days after the resurrection of 

Jesus, but remember, for the disciples of Jesus, like Philip, 

the promise of the Spirit is still to come.  



Human eyes do not see Jesus and understand, so the men 

who walked with Jesus looked, but did not know. The 

promise of the spirit to come would give them sight. 

Human hearts do not see Jesus and believe, so the men 

who journeyed with Jesus were often filled with doubt. It 

was the promise of the Spirit to come that would give 

them faith. It is the spirit that inspires vision, leads us in 

pilgrimage and strengthens our faith and reveals truth.  

“I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Helper, 

who will stay with you forever. 
17 

He is the Spirit, who 

reveals the truth about God. The world cannot receive 

him, because it cannot see him or know him. But you 

know him, because he remains with you and is
 
in you”. 

(John 14: 16-17) 

The promise of the spirit is there in the words of the 

prophet Joel. It is a spirit for all; it is God’s promise to all 

of us.  The Spirit enables us to look and see. The spirit 

enables us to think and understand. The spirit enables us 

to believe with faith. The Spirit of God that came at 

Pentecost is a story for the whole church that says, God is 

involved in this world of his, as he was from the very 

beginning of creation, he walked the earth of Palestine as 

Jesus Christ and he is alive today, by his spirit. 

If there had been no crucifixion, there would have been 

no Pentecost. If there had been no resurrection, there 

would be no spirit. The physical is gone and the spirit has 

arrived. 

There is a postscript to this conversation between Jesus 

and Phili; one small but amazing detail. To the disciples, 

and to us, he says this; if you believe, you will do the 

things I have done, but not only that, because I am going 

to the Father and he has given you the promise of the 

Spirit, you will do even greater things. That is not a big 

question, but a fact; greater because the work of the 

spirit is now multiplied across the church. For we are the 

voice and the hands of God. 

So we have read the story, and we can journey there 

ourselves, and experience the words and the presence of 

Christ, by the Holy Spirit of God. Amen. 

 

 


