
Bennochy church 9
th

 June 2013 

You can hear the sceptics cry, ‘They were never dead in the first 

place’! It is not something I suppose we will ever prove one way 

or the other. The man from Nain or the widows son, were they 

really dead?   

Stories can get exaggerated, especially if they are passed by 

word of mouth as the biblical narratives were before being 

written down, sometime centuries later.  We have probably 

done it ourselves, maybe for a bit of extra effect as we have 

passed on that interesting story or bit of gossip (could do 

Chinese whispers along a few pews) and there is the “Chinese 

whispers effect” as stories change in transmission. Events can 

also be used for very specific reasons; they become stories with 

a purpose, which actually become more important than the 

literal truth of the events themselves.  They become like 

parables, so we need to dig a bit to find their true meaning.  

Unlike the story of the widow’s son, where there is the 

possibility of a mistaken death, the man of Nain seems to be 

well dead, probably not for long, but dead. We are told he is in 

his funeral stretcher (anointed and wrapped but not in a closed 

coffin).  We can relate to what is happening here, this is a life 

event about death with a sense of loss and grief expressed.  

Was this a chance encounter with a random funeral procession 

and why this man?  It should be noted that interrupting a 

funeral was a blatant breach of Jewish law and custom and 

touching a corpse would make Jesus unclean for a week. Why is 

this family chosen to benefit from the power of God? Was it just 

an opportunity for Jesus simply to show the compassion of God? 

Or is there something else going on here?   

Both miracles do seem to be motivated by compassion. 

Interesting there are only three examples of raising the dead in 

the New Testament and compassion seems to be a common 

theme. Apart from this miracle, where to lose a son was 

considered extremely tragic and left the widow dependent on 

public charity, if she did not have other means of support. ‘He 

was his mother’s only son and she was a widow.’  There is also 

the daughter of Jarius and finally Jesus’ friend, Lazarus.  

If we look closely at today’s two stories they follow the same 

pattern. For after the miracle event, once people realise what 

has happened, they respond by acknowledging that this must be 

the work of God.  

“Now I know that you are a man of God and that the Lord really 

speaks through you!”  For the woman it was a sign that showed 

that Elijah was a man of God. “A great prophet has appeared 

among us! God has come to save his people”. Remember the 

name of God? Immanuel, “God is with us” and Jesus, meaning 

saviour, the Christ; the Messiah, the ‘anointed one’.  

The people might not have recognised who Jesus is, but there 

must have been some who knew the Elijah story, and were 



maybe thinking that Jesus was a prophet like Elijah. At least they 

know they had witnessed something special and God was right 

at the heart of it. And like any good piece of gossip it quickly 

spreads and Jesus becomes associated with the power of God.  

I wonder if we recognise events in our lives where God is right 

at the heart of them. You might be thinking, I have never 

witnessed a resurrection. And I would respond, if you know 

God, you have, because Jesus still touches lives today.  If he 

does not, let us go home and close the doors for a final time.  

How do we look for the hand of God and his actions in the world 

and in our lives? I would suggest that we look for the 

significance of the insignificant. No grand acts of the miraculous, 

if that happens great, but let us look for the word of 

encouragement, given to us; the expression of love, shown to 

us; or someone who has gone the second mile, for us. And that 

will be your story to share. Few have impacted the nation, but 

we can all influence others for God by our stories, our 

experiences, who we are. That is what God asks of us to share. 

Think on this, for all who were raised by Christ, they had to die 

again! I wonder if we can see in this story from Nain, the wider 

context of who Christ is? For all who would come to believe in 

him it is the same promise, that life would no longer be 

contained within that which is physical. And is it such a leap to 

make, that Jesus who cured people of all sorts of illnesses, by 

the same power of God, would not be able to raise people from 

death, as God would raise him? And if that did not happen, 

what power do the promises of new life hold for us today? Do 

we follow empty promises? 

These stories echo beyond their miracles to reach out to us. So 

do we have ears to listen? For in these stories the spirit of Christ 

touches us, and offers life, life in all its fullness. ”Because I live”, 

said Jesus, “you will live also”. (John 14:9) Is that not what we 

believe? Amen 

 

 


