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Have you ever ‘gate crashed’ an event? You haven’t been 

invited, but you have turned up any way! You occasionally hear 

on the news, a party is advertised on social media and it is ‘gate 

crashed’ by lots of other unknown people and the effects to the 

parent’s home are sometimes devastating! I can’t help but 

thinking that the woman who lived the ‘sinful life’, she might 

have been a prostitute; did she ‘gate crash’ the home of the 

Pharisee, he certainly was not going to invite her, or was it an 

open invite and she attended to see Jesus, or, here’s a thought, 

was she invited by Jesus?  Jesus had already violated all social 

and religious taboos to reach out to the marginalised; those 

racially excluded, those economically deprived and those 

religiously considered unclean.  

It is one of those stories with lots of unanswered questions and 

maybe seems a bit unrealistic. If so, let us look at as a parable 

within a parable.  So what do we know? Jesus accepts an invite 

to the home of a Pharisee. Pharisee means the separated ones 

and they typically observed a strict interpretation of the Mosaic 

Law. Somehow or other, this ‘sinful’ woman is there and she 

brings with her a small alabaster container, worn around her 

neck and  full of perfume, who thought it worthwhile enough to 

use this expensive resource to anoint the feet of Jesus. It is a 

strange scene. Picture it in your mind. The formal Pharisee, who 

maybe wishes to engage Jesus, seen as a religious teacher,  in 

some deep theological debate, who I suspect must have been 

more than a bit distracted by this woman standing behind Jesus, 

crying and using her tears to wet his feet. Remember, Jesus 

would have been reclining and not sitting.  

You can imagine him saying, Jesus, “I’m sorry, I have no idea 

how she got in or what she is doing here, but I will get rid of 

her” and Jesus saying “no”. A look of surprise and disdain come 

across his face.  “Jesus... how can you let her stay, I will...”, 

“No...”.  

So she dries his feet with her hair; to have her hair unbound was 

an act of the gravest immodesty; she then kisses Jesus and takes 

her perfume from the small container from around her neck  

and anoints his feet. That is what she had to offer Jesus. [Does it 

remind you of a similar story, in the home of Martha and Mary 

(John 12) as a sign of his impending death?] But here, the 

Pharisee probably watches in horror and disbelief. “If this man 

really were a prophet, he would know who this woman is who is 

touching him; he would know what kind of sinful life she lives!” 

We have all been in these kinds of situations. Staring open 

mouthed at what we have seen or listening in disbelief at what 

someone has said, and we to have responded like the Pharisee, 

“Wait a minute, this can’t be right, do you realise what you are 

doing or allowing or saying?” I have a funny feeling that if we 

were Simon, we would react in a very similar way to him. So let 

us not distance ourselves and think we would be any different! I 



believe this parable of Jesus, about forgiveness, is therefore for 

all of us. “I have something to tell you”, says Jesus, this morning, 

let us all reply, “Yes, Teacher, tell me.” 

The parable is a variation on another that Jesus told, but here 

the ending is different. These are Ancient words, yet so relevant 

for today, in a world of ‘pay day’ lending. You know the kind, 

short term, high interest.  However in this parable, the money 

leader shows mercy and cancels the debts. Who says, says 

Jesus, will be the more grateful? The one forgiven more says the 

Pharisee and he is right. He condemns himself! 

What better context could you have than the home of a 

Pharisee, and a sinful woman! In Luke 18, the Pharisee says, 

“Thank God I am not like that tax collector over there!” Is it 

dawning yet on Simon what is happening here? Yes, sins are 

cancelled by God, but who is forgiven the most, asks Jesus?  We 

might think that is a strange question, for surely forgiveness is 

forgiveness, but not to the Pharisee. He believes he is living a 

life close to God and this woman is the total opposite. He is 

thinking, how can God possibly love this woman? But for Jesus 

because she loves a lot, she has been forgiven much. This is a 

theological punch to the solar plexus of the Pharisee! 

Jesus could have left it at that, but he says to the Pharisee and 

to us, if we ever consider someone out of the reaches of the 

love and forgiveness of God, he says “Do you see this woman?” 

look at what she has done for me; I came into your home, and 

you gave me no water for my feet, but she has washed my feet 

with her tears and dried them with her hair. You did not 

welcome me with a kiss, but she has not stopped kissing my feet 

since I came. You provided no olive oil for my head, but she has 

covered my feet with perfume. 

Here is a woman who sought out Jesus, put herself in a difficult 

situation, knowing she would be looked down on, but according 

to Jesus, he knew that God had already forgiven her, in spite of 

her lifestyle. This, says Jesus, is the great love of God.  

Jesus had used these powerful words before and what an 

impact they must have had at the dinner party, probably made 

up of other Pharisee or those who thought like them.  To the 

sinful woman he says, “Your sins are forgiven”.  Maybe once 

they had recovered, they began to say to one another, who is 

this man that even forgives sins. The impact of this is lost on us, 

but to the original hearers of this parable it would have had the 

WOW factor! Not only does Jesus state the width, height and 

depth of the love of God, it challenges us, for though we too, 

like the woman can stand forgiven, when we begin to think like 

the Pharisee, Jesus says to us, “Do you see this woman?”  Her 

faith has saved her, go in peace. We could sum it up in these 

words, ‘love God and love your neighbour’, where love is fuelled 

by forgiveness. Amen. 

 


