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What does it mean to be truly rich? According to the Forbes rich 

list, the richest man in the world is Carlos Slim Helu. Anyone 

ever heard of him? He is from Mexico, made his money in 

telecoms, he is aged 73 and worth a cool 73 billion dollars. Who 

do you think the most powerful celebrities are? Forbes uses 

certain data that they process through an algorithm that creates 

a power ranking. See their web site for details. So who came out 

top? Here are the top 5: 

Oprah Winfrey, Lady Gaga, Steven Spielberg, Beyonce Knowles, 

Madonna, [Tiger Woods – 15, Simon Cowell – 17 & David 

Beckham – 19) 

What about power? Who do you think the most powerful 

people in the world are? Tell your neighbour. Well, Forbes tells 

us. Top 5 are Barak Obama, Angela Merkel, Vladimir Putin, Bill 

Gates, Pope (well the old one – Benedict 16th). David Cameron 

was 10
th

 and I didn’t find Alex...Salmond.  

Jesus said, “... a person’s true life is not made up of the things he 

owns, no matter how rich he may be”.  

If I said to you, do you agree with Jesus, I suspect we would all 

sign up and say, ‘I am one with Jesus on that’, but, and there is 

always a ‘but ’, the temptation is always there to think, ‘if 

only...’, if only I had just that little bit more money or status or 

power, then I would be happy, but we know that temptation is 

never ending. Whether it is money, status or power we never 

reach a point of contentment.  

Jesus wasn’t coming at this from some kind of theoretical 

perspective, this was his life style; ‘nowhere to lay his head’, so 

he depended on others; there were those who followed 

because they wanted to see and experience his miracles, but 

that power was misunderstood, because it came from God and 

if he did become a 1
st

 century celebrity, it was not to point to 

himself, but to his Father.  

Right after his baptism and before he began his public ministry 

began, Jesus was taken out into the desert by the Spirit of God 

and there he was tempted. He was asked, ‘do you want to 

become the most powerful man in the world’? It can all be 

yours!’ So Jesus knew first hand all about the lure of wealth and 

power but rejected it for another way; the way of the ‘Kingdom 

of God’. We will come back to that. 

 The question asked of Jesus rings with a familiarity. It echoes of 

another story, of a son who left to have a good time in another 

land, who on his return was welcomed home by the father, 

having spent all his money. Here Jesus uses the opportunity of 

this dispute, probably a genuine one, to tell a story. 

There was a rich man, a very rich man, rich by the labours of 

others, who decided to build larger barns so as to be able to 

store his increasing amount of wealth. Why? So that once it was 



done he would able to sit back and relax. He believed, once the 

money had been made, all his problems would disappear. He 

motto was “Eat, drink and be merry”. So you can imagine his 

shock when part the way through his world cruise, as he sits 

sipping cocktails by the pool, God says, all you have gathered, 

kept for yourself, it will go to someone else. He does not reckon 

with death! How often have we said, ‘you can’t take it with you’, 

but the temptation to gather more, is always there. It is part of 

being human. 

So what does it mean to be truly rich? Jesus said, it cannot be 

for ourselves, we need to be rich in God’s sight? But what does 

that mean? It is not an argument about whether all money, 

status or power are wrong, they can be used for the best of 

reasons, generously given to others and used for God. We don’t 

all have to follow the example of the rich young ruler, 

challenged by Jesus to give up everything he had, and then 

follow him?  

To be rich in the eyes of God means understanding the paradox 

of the words of Jesus; to have life, means we need to lose it for 

Christ’s sake. To be full, means emptying ourselves, as Jesus did. 

To journey with Jesus, is to carry a cross that speaks of suffering, 

humility and ultimately resurrection. It is about living in the here 

and now, but knowing at the same time, of a new eternal life to 

come.  These are the things we will take with us, things that last 

eternally. No better summed up in these words, “Seek first the 

Kingdom of God” and everything else will follow, (See Matthew 

6) where wealth is poverty of spirit, status is humility and power 

is justice and love.  

The prophet Micah says, this is what God asks of us, “to do what 

is just, to show constant love, and to live in humble fellowship 

with our God.” (Micah 6:8) 

We do these things, then we are rich in God’s eyes, our status is 

as children of God, brothers and sisters with Christ and within 

us, the gift and the power of the Spirit of God that enables 

resurrection.  

What are the greatest commands? Love the Lord your God, with 

all your heart, soul and mind and love your neighbour as you 

love yourself.  It is love that powers the Kingdom of God. It is 

God’s love that makes us rich; it is in Christ’s love that we find 

our true selves and it is the love of the Spirit that gives us the 

power of humility and the strength, to carry the cross of Christ.  

May we seek first, the Kingdom of God. Amen 

 

  


