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How do you feel and what do you think when you pass someone 

begging on the High street? Do you want to ignore them, make 

sure you don’t catch their eye. You might even cross the street 

to avoid them. Maybe you feel guilty; you are not like them, and 

thank God you are not, but somewhere deep down, you know it 

could have been you. Becoming homeless is easier than you 

think. Does your guilt make you walk by or do you quickly give 

them some loose change. You might be angry, how dare they 

make their situation so obvious and in my face, so it cannot be 

hidden. Surely the Council should be doing something about it. 

Even through all your suspicions, you think, does anyone 

actually want to live like this? You give money but wonder what 

it will be used for. You feel pity or compassion and wonder how 

you can help, for moment. You stop to engage this human being 

in conversation, finding out their story, their hopes, dreams and 

fears. Here is Lazarus in the midst of wealth. 

 

I think we find it easier to deal with poverty and need in other 

places, preferably far away in other continents. It is out there. It 

is someone else’s fault and we can take the easy option by 

giving some money. I am positive the rich man in this parable, 

who we are told lived in expensive clothes and great luxury 

every day,  felt a bit uncomfortable, as day after day, in full view 

of him, this poor man is brought to his door by his friends, 

hoping to get enough food to live on. I read that in 1
st

 century 

Palestine, even in wealthy households, they did not use cutlery; 

people cleaned their hands on bread and this is what Lazarus is 

waiting on. Bread that people have cleaned their hands on! 

 

 

The contrast between these men stands out a mile and sets the 

scene for what is to come. They never really meet, but in death, 

their lives connect.  

 

In spite of the law being quite clear about helping the poor, the 

rich man basically ignores Lazarus who is in a really bad way, so 

weak he cannot ward off the dogs from licking his sores. This is 

desperation. There is nowhere else to go. You might be asking, if 

he gets nothing from the rich man, why does he keep being 

brought to his door? You see, that’s the point. Jesus is saying, 

the rich man had plenty time to help and is condemned because 

he accepted Lazarus as part of the landscape; saw it as perfectly 

natural that a man could lie in pain at his door, while he 

wallowed in luxury. He didn’t remove him, he didn’t object to 

him eating the bread, nor was he deliberately cruel to him. He is 

condemned, for day by day, he did nothing.  

 

The contrast continues. Both men die. Lazarus, symbolising the 

good man, for his name means, ‘God is his help’ is carried by 

angels to a feast, to a place of honour by Abraham. The rich 

man ends up in pain. The contrast is this; one is close to God 

and the other is far away, yet we are told they could see each 

other. In the words of Abraham, the reason is clear. 

“Remember, my son, that in your life time you were given all the 

good things, while Lazarus got all the bad things.”  How the rich 

man lived his life was his responsibility and maybe money had 

become his God. But let’s not try and dig too deeply into the 

meaning of the parable and ask, does God mean the poor to live 



such lives? The boot here is squarely on the other foot. Those 

who have much, much will be asked of them.  

 

The contrast is emphasised in the image of the pit or gulf 

between the two men. How galling to be able to see the man 

you ignored and know it could have been so different. For the 

rich man it was now too late, no contact with Lazarus was 

possible, but, he thinks, what about his brothers, so as a 

descendant of Abraham he makes this appeal; maybe Lazarus 

could go and warn his brothers not to make the same mistake. 

We must assume they had a similar attitude to wealth and the 

poor.  

 

Jesus says, even if that were possible, it would do no good. 

Many warnings have already been given by the prophets and 

ignored. It was not until he was in the situation of no return did 

the rich man realise the consequences of his actions. Jesus says, 

even if someone was raised to life right in front of them, it 

would do not good. In John’s gospel, who was the man raised to 

life as a sign of the resurrection to come? His name was Lazarus. 

Coincidence? I think not. Even such a miracle would not change 

people’s hearts. To the people of Abraham, Israel, this was a 

shocking parable. It condemned them. 

 

The Christian faith lays great emphasis on the life to come, but 

also says these two worlds, before and after death are 

connected by our actions and our response to the poor, being 

just one of them. I have no idea what the world to come will 

look like, but I hope God will be close, as he is in this life. So 

maybe death does not lead to anything new, it is simply a 

fulfilment of what already is; namely our relationship with God. 

May we love the Lord our God with all our heart, soul and 

strength and may we love our neighbours, these are the 

greatest commands. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


