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I wonder if you are as baffled about prayer as I am! I get the 

speaking to God bit. It helps build our relationship with him. We 

don’t get to know people in the silence of a vacuum. I 

acknowledge that listening is as important as speaking. 

Sometimes God shouts at us, his words obvious; at others times 

we need to listen carefully for his still small voice.  But what I 

struggle with is the idea that we can change God’s mind, 

particularly if we believe that God knows all things in advance. 

So does that mean; he knew we would pray about something, 

and so his ‘change of mind’ was actually already planned!  

I wonder if God want us to ‘nag’ him about things; the injustices 

and violence of the world? Our concerns for people we care 

about? Jesus certainly taught his disciples to pray, and in busy 

and painful moments, he took himself off to pray by himself. I 

wonder if prayer is in some sense accumulative, so the more we 

pray about something, the more people involved, the greater 

chance God will respond.  

It seems to me that Abraham was good at nagging God with his 

prayers. In Genesis chapter 18 he pleads for the city of Sodom. 

He says to God, surely you will not destroy the city, if there are 

50 innocent people living there? God agrees. What about 45, 

40, 30 people? God agrees. Then in verse 31 he says, “Please 

forgive my boldness in continuing to speak to you, Lord. Suppose  

 

that only 20 are found?” God agrees. Abraham is not finished 

yet. What about 10? God agrees. He leaves it at that. 

The story Jesus tells at the beginning of Luke 18 is about 

perseverance in prayer and never to get discouraged. The 

baddie in the story is a judge, probably appointed by King Herod 

or the Romans, who we are told neither fears God nor respects 

other people. He is expected to defend the oppressed, but 

unless you had influence, or better still a bribe, you had no 

chance of justice.  

The victim is a widow, who is pleading for her rights against an 

unnamed opponent, possibly her land is going to be taken away 

to pay a debt. This is not an equal fight; she has neither 

influence nor money. It is the powerful against a woman who 

has no voice in society; she is the ultimate example of the 

oppressed. This is you or I standing at the starting line of the 

100m, it is the Commonwealth games final, and we see our only 

opponent and his name is Usain Bolt. What is to be done? Admit 

defeat and walk off? Probably, or at least ask for a head start of, 

about 60-70 m!  

In spite of all the odds against her, this woman refuses to give 

up. We need to read in between the lines a bit, but she 

continues, over a long period of time, to nag this judge for her 



rights. We are told, it is wearing him out! So much so that under 

this pressure, he eventually gives in and does the right thing. 

God is not a corrupt judge. He does not need us to make him 

change his mind and do what is right. God is not like that. He 

hears the cries of his people and will be quick to act. The story 

here is one of contrast. But what about those who feel their 

prayers have yet to be answered and where people feel that 

God’s response has been far from quick!  

We might answer; God’s time is not our time. That is true, but 

that is not much comfort if you happen to be living, in the 

present, in pain, anxiety or need. This story is there to teach us 

about perseverance and patience. Things will happen, in God’s 

time and we need to keep going. Maybe our prayers have 

already been answered, but not in the way we expected. We are 

looking in the wrong place and so what we actually need is a 

sense of vision to see where God has answered our prayers. Or 

maybe God has used our words and turned them into prayers 

that we would not have asked for. In other words, our 

intentions were good, but not actually right.  

There is so much about prayer that we need to leave in the 

hands of faith, trust and hope and we will never understand, 

but, there is work for us to do. Abraham pushed God a bit and 

the widow did not give up in spite of her lowly position. I believe 

we need to be part of the answer to our own prayers. We 

cannot leave them with God and then simply walk away.  

I am still not sure about changing God’s mind, but we need to 

understand who God is, who we pray to, and believe he is God 

of the impossible. Prayer is not controlled by the laws of physics 

or nature. In some sense anything goes, we are told that prayer 

moves mountains, if it fits with the will of God, but how do we 

discern that? I would suggest by being good at listening. 

I think we are back to where we started. Does God want us 

simply to confirm by our prayers, what is going to happen 

anyway, or is there room, is there a power; whereby our words 

can bring about peace or justice? Prayer that gives us, the 

voiceless, a voice to God. 

The nagging of Abraham showed his concern for the innocent 

and the patience of the widow showed her determination for 

justice. May we offer our prayers like Abraham and this widow, 

asking God that we might look in the right direction to see them 

answered and if we need to wait awhile, then that’s OK; all time 

is in God’s hands. He alone sees the ‘big picture’.  

There is a little postscript to the story, which is this. Jesus seeks 

not just our patience in prayer, in the present moment; but also 

our perseverance in faith, as we look to future kingdom of God 

to come. Amen. 

 


