
Bennochy church: 10
th

 November 2013 

The last pitched battle in Britain took place in April 1746, at 

Culloden; a prominent marker in Scottish history, for all sorts of 

different reasons; after it, our nation was never the same again.  

But that is history, is it not. Our more recent memories of 

warfare, on home soil, would be Northern Ireland, with 

casualties on both side of a religious divide, that for many 

people today are still raw and hurting, and not long ago we 

remembered the 30
th

 anniversary of the Falklands conflict. As 

we remember, let us not forget the recent past, that people are 

still caught up in; where memories are as clear as the day events 

took place, and the pain is just as real. People will never forget, 

but if they cannot forgive, let us pray for the peace of Christ that 

passes the understanding of the peace of this world. 

I wonder if you know how many countries in the world are at 

war in 2013. One web site put the number at 60, with 461 

guerrilla, militia or separatist groups involved. Today’s warfare is 

far more likely to involve civil unrest, violence that is often 

religious or tribal and refugees freeing to neighbouring 

countries, rather than one country invading another. The people 

taking the brunt of the violence are civilians. That is Syria today, 

or Egypt or the Democratic Republic of Congo. As we remember, 

let us not forget to pray for peace and reconciliation in a violent 

world with ongoing conflicts. In Iraq and Afghanistan, we have 

suffered the consequences of war, because UK troops have 

been involved and are still involved in Afghanistan. A British 

soldier killed in the last week. This is not history, but for many, a 

living reality of life today. There are families who wait for loved 

ones to return home. As we remember, let us not forget those 

who wait and we join with them in our prayers, seeking a safe 

return home. 

Our remembrance services, certainly until the recent past, have 

focused on the great war of 1914-18 & 1939-45 with their 

catastrophic loss of life and we remember that loss in the 

symbolic red poppy. WW2War is still within living memory of 

many people, for them this remembrance is no empty gesture 

or obligation; they remember families were torn apart and 

people’s lives changed forever. Those memories of blitz, 

evacuation, or service on the front line; the people, family and 

friends who came home, injured or maimed, not just in body, 

but also in mind or in spirit; many who would never share their 

experiences of war, or if they did, these were painful stories of 

lost comrades and violence witnessed that words could never 

express. As we remember, let us never forget what was given 

and what was so often lost. 

Today we have war at arm’s length, we are at a safe distance, 

behind the protection of our TV screens and all we have to do to 

escape the violence is to press a button on the remote control. I 

wonder how the reality of what is going on in our world really 



gets through to us; is it pictures of coffins coming off aircraft 

draped in a union jack; or scenes of refugees fleeing their land; 

is it the face of the innocent child, lost, alone and wondering 

where their parents are? We also need to ask the honest 

question, for a world more and more detached from the reality 

of war, except through the controls of a games console, what 

role today for our services of remembrance? 

Earlier we read the words of the prophet Micah; this is an 8
th

 

century BC prophecy of hope, coming out of a period of crisis 

and great uncertainty for the kingdoms of Israel and Judah. If it 

is looks bad now, let’s look to the future when God will save his 

people; yet, we live in the world of today.  In faith we read these 

words that have captured human imagination down through the 

centuries, “He will judge between many peoples 

    and will settle disputes for strong nations far and wide. 

They will beat their swords into ploughshares 

    and their spears into pruning hooks. 

Nation will not take up sword against nation, 

    nor will they train for war anymore”, this is what we want the 

world to look like, but if we are honest, we wonder at how this 

promise of the Lord will be fulfilled. So for every war taking 

place this day, we pray that swords will indeed become ploughs 

and assault rifles will be replaced by words of mediation and 

negotiation. We do pray that war will be replaced by peace, and 

if we feel insignificant, remember the power of God and the 

peace of Christ. 

I suspect that wherever there are humans there will be war. 

That is what history teaches us, the problem is we never learn 

from it! I think Jesus knows that. Did he not say something like; 

there will always be wars and rumours of war? He knows exactly 

what kind of people we were. So while there is history I suspect 

we will always have to remember. In the midst of our 

remembrance Jesus also said, love your enemies. What change 

there would be if we approached our disputes, from the 

personal to the religious or the tribal, not from a position of 

power, seeking what we might gain or proving we are right; that 

tends to be our default position, but from a place of humility, 

seeking that the right thing is done, where all parties involved 

might gain or win something. That is love; based on love for 

God, our neighbours, no matter who they are, and ourselves, 

and that is justice; in Old Testament language, it is looking after 

the orphan, the widow, the weak, the stranger and those with 

no voice. 

I hope as we remember, that we show honour for sacrifices 

made in the past. I hope as we remember, that we will pray, and 

act where we can, for God’s peace, for war is a present reality. I 

hope as we remember, that we will learn lessons for the future. 

And may all our remembrance be in God’s name, seeking the 

blessing of the peace of Christ and through the power that is the 

Spirit of God. Amen. 


