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These words of Jesus are poignant as we reflect on what has 

been happening in the Philippines. “All this you see – the time 

will come when not a single stone here will be left in its place; 

everyone will be thrown down.” I’m not talking here about a 

prediction for the future fulfilled, but just the reality of today for 

many thousands of people. See what they see, and feel what 

they feel; as they look at what is left of their homes, streets, 

village or town; they grieve over the lost, the dead and they 

wonder how they will survive.  We must join together in a bond 

of common humanity. Do what we can and give what we are 

able to give. 

Prayers for the people of the Philippines 

Jesus was talking about the Temple, that mighty edifice in 

Jerusalem that was the centre, the hub of the Jewish faith and 

identity. The building embodied what they believed. And maybe 

it maybe seemed invincible because this is where they met God. 

Yes, down through the centuries the building had been 

destroyed and rebuilt, but there is something final in the words 

of Jesus. He seems to be saying, the next time it happens, and it 

will, the temple will never again be rebuilt. So to his disciples he 

says, have a good look, you might never see it again. These are 

crushing words. It is as if God himself is leaving the building, or 

at least the city and he is not coming back. To the religious 

establishment, this was as good as blasphemy.  

The Romans totally destroyed the Temple for the final time in 

AD 70 as they put down a Jewish revolt, but this is not a simple 

prediction, it is tied in with Jesus himself. If the old temple is 

destroyed, a new temple will take its place, but it will not be 

made of stone. This new temple will literally come to life, his 

body. The disciples did not know it then, but from the ruins of 

that building, God would continue to live with, and in his 

people. 

“ 
As you come to him, the living Stone—rejected by humans but 

chosen by God and precious to him— you also, like living stones, 

are being built into a spiritual house
 
to be a holy priesthood, 

offering spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus 

Christ.” (1 Peter 2: 4-5) 

In that sense the temple has never been destroyed!  

The natural reaction is to then ask when. That is what we would 

do. When is this going to happen? When is this great event in 

human history going to take place? And that is exactly what the 

disciples did. But you might as well ask when the end of the 

world going to be! Frustratingly, as Jesus so often did, he gives a 

somewhat vague answer, not about the temple, but what is 

described as the ‘end times’. The Jews believed in what was 

called the ‘day of the Lord’; a period of between this age and 

the golden age of God to come, a time of cosmic upheaval and 

destruction, the birth pangs of the new age to come. To 



understand the passage you need to understand this peculiarly 

Jewish thought.  

Jesus says certain things must happen, and then says, but that 

does not mean that the end is near, and some of the things he 

talks about have been happening since time immemorial; wars 

and natural disasters. Last week we remembered, because 

thorough out history men have fought and died, and this very 

week people struggle to survive in the Philippines. Throughout 

all of this destruction, the temple of God still stands. His people, 

the church, that’s you and me, we stand to be his witnesses in 

the world. The world has not come to an end, and we are called 

to offer life before death as well as point to a new Kingdom that 

is to come. 

There are uncomfortable words here, for the disciples of Jesus 

and for us. We are not interested in being arrested are we, or 

persecuted for what we believe. For Luke’s readers this was a 

fresh memory; Nero’s persecutions of Christians in AD 64, was 

for them less than 2 decades ago and it would be a first hands 

experience for many of Christ’s early disciples. It might be other 

people’s experience, but don’t let it come here. We will pray for 

the persecuted, but no more than that. We don’t want to be 

hated, do we! We want to be liked. Jesus then gets ridiculous, 

does he not, betrayed by family and put to death. We are aware 

that happens, fortunately in other places, but not here.  

Throughout all of this sacrifice, the Temple still stands, in the 

uncomfortable places and in the places where there is religious 

freedom.  

But, if we look closely, in the midst of these hard and difficult 

words, there are words of hope. Good prophesy always contains 

a positive message, we might need to dig it out, but it is there. 

Even the most difficult of circumstances that we face in life 

there is an opportunity to share God with others. Even if we are 

unsure of what to say, God will give us a voice, and he will 

protect us, all we need to do is to stand firm in the faith. 

I don’t think it matters what challenges we face in life, the 

promise of God is to be always there, in the midst of what we 

are experiencing, even if we do not acknowledge his presence. 

Hardships are not removed, but he takes some of the weight off 

our shoulders, that we might survive. How many times have you 

heard of people saying, they do not know how they got through 

that crisis, but they received strength from somewhere.  So the 

temple still stands, Christ is the cornerstone, he is the rock on 

which we stand.  

I have no answer as to why disaster strikes; why children are 

killed and people livelihoods taken away. I have no answer to 

those who hold onto their faith in spite of imprisonment, 

persecution and even death and ask why?  In faith all I can say 

is, the Temple still stands and each of us is a living stone, called 

in our place, to witness to God in the world. Stand firm, Jesus 

said, and you will save yourself. Amen.  


