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To see light you need darkness. It is an image of contrast. As 

darkness grows; so light seems to burn brighter. I wonder how 

we understand this Advent picture, the world that we live in as 

a dark place, and God’s messenger, the ‘light of the world’, 

coming to shine his light in all the dark places.  But what is 

darkness?  

I think we would all agree that examples of cruelty, violence, 

greed or injustice carried out by one human being against 

another, we could understand as part of the darkness of the 

world. It’s out there, it’s real; we have seen it, heard it or even 

experienced it. In that sense Syria is a dark place, where teenage 

violence and gang rapes happen, these are dark places. But they 

are not just, ‘out there’; these dark places have human faces.  

And however we might understand it, the light of justice, 

compassion and hope, needs to shine into these dark recesses 

of life. I am convinced that Jesus, ‘light of the world’, came to 

bring life before death. 

However the story does not end there, or even begin there, 

with the ‘other’. The challenge of Advent is clearly directed to 

us. We cannot change other people, but we can reflect on the 

words of Isaiah and Paul, and ask what do these words mean for 

us? What does it mean to ‘walk in the light’? Surely we, as 

Christians, always strive to live up to the standards of light; we 

don’t get involved in orgies, drunkenness, immorality, 

indecency, fighting or jealousy. Maybe the church in Rome was 

struggling with these issues and here Paul is saying to them that 

is not how to live your lives any more. We might not associate 

ourselves with such deeds, but of us are perfect, and there are 

echoes of conflict in this passage, that say to us, living as Christ 

would want us to live is never easy. There is a contrast in all of 

our lives, of light and darkness. 

We can understand Advent in two ways; either, every year, we 

look forward to the birth of Christ that has already happened, 

the focus of which is the birth of a child, and we like to do that; 

or, and this is the more challenging approach, we remember 

that Christ will come to earth a second time, not as a child, but 

as Messiah, and that is where Paul comes in. Using the image of 

light and darkness, he says to the people of the church in Rome, 

the time has come to wake up, the night, the time of darkness is 

nearly over, dawn is around the corner. His mood is one of 

anticipation. It is nearly here.  It is only 25 days to Christmas, but 

the time of Christ’s return is not known.  

So we are in-betweeners; we live in the knowledge of Christ’s 

birth and resurrection, but we await the fulfilment of the 

promise of his return. And it is not easy to be an in-betweener! 

The Christmas Advent is easy, we have been there before and 

on Christmas day, it ends, till next year. Get through the cards, 

the gifts, the family meals and those special services in church 

which we so enjoy; and we have cracked it. 25 days is not so 



long, but the Second Advent is very different. The timescale is 

unknown and we are challenged to live as Christ would wish us 

to live, by walking in the light.  

That I think is faith with perseverance or is it perseverance with 

faith? To walk in the light, in the mind of Isaiah, is to live in such 

a way that others will come to worship God and journey to the 

temple. To follow such an example, we will need to be people 

who walk the paths of God; people who follow the teachings of 

Jesus and who seek peace by hammering swords into plough; 

our hammers, being words of compassion and encouragement 

and our actions, borne of love and justice.  Prophecies of the 

future, such as Isaiah’s, were there to determine present action. 

They were meant to have an immediate impact on how people 

lived their lives. So God holds the unity of past, present and 

future in his hands. It is not easy to be an in-betweener, to live 

now, as if Christ had already returned.  

If Advent challenges us, let us take hope from the ‘word made 

flesh’. “In him was life, and that life was the light of all mankind. 

The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not 

overcome
 
it.”  (John 1: 4-5) That is the great thing about light, 

darkness can never put it out. Whether we look around the 

world and despair at what is happening or we struggle with our 

own failings, the light still shines.  

That first Advent, the love of God entered creation in the form 

of a child as light into a dark world; today, God enters, even the 

darkest life and offers the light of hope and forgiveness.  

25 days to go, we will make it, we will survive Advent. The 

challenge comes after this Advent is finished, as we continue to 

seek first the Kingdom of God;  to walk in the light of Christ and 

live by perseverance and by faith, guided and strengthened by 

the Spirit of God. Amen 

 

 

 

 


