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 December 2013: To see light you need darkness. So if the 

world is dark, you will see the light. The writer of the book of 

John gives us this great image of contrast and what a way to 

describe the birth of Jesus. There are no shepherds, but in their 

fields they witnessed the glory of the angels as they lit up the 

darkness of the night sky.  

“The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has never put 

it out.” 

There are no Magi, but looking up into the night sky, these wise 

men followed the light of the star that hung over Bethlehem. It 

was light that sang the song to the shepherds and told them 

where the saviour had been born. It was light that led the men 

from the east to the stable of the inn. 

“This was the real light, the light that comes into the world and 

shines on all mankind” 

Light permeated the story of nativity that took place against a 

backcloth of dark fields and night sky. So God is indeed born 

into a world of darkness, where Jesus Christ, the Word made 

flesh, the source of life, brings light. God’s done all this before. 

As the world was being formed, we are told that Jesus was 

there, right from the beginning, with God, and God said, “Let 

there be light”. 

 

If light is easy to see in the darkness then why did those who 

were God’s people miss the obvious, and not recognise that 

who had created the world and been born in Bethlehem, right 

on their doorstep, were actually the same people. John came to 

tell about the light but he was not the true light, and writes: “He 

came to his own country, but his own people did not receive 

him.” 

It is left to the outsiders to see what is clear and bright. The 

Magi came from another land, yet they were the ones who 

travelled great lengths to bring their gifts. The shepherds, 

although looking after their sheep, close to Bethlehem, were 

equally outsiders. They were regarded by the religious 

establishment as ‘unclean’.  So it is left to the foreigner and the 

outcast to see the light and recognise it for what it is; the sign of 

the Messiah of God, the chosen one, who has entered into our 

world, and they believed.  

Every year we celebrate the story of Christmas, but the miracle 

of Christmas is that God was born into the world. To our 

understanding, this incarnation of God, the heartbeat of the 

nativity, will always be a mystery.   But to glimpse just 

something of what it means, we need to live in darkness, 

because then and only then, will we see the light.  

John has no nativity scene, but like a crowd of angels in a dark 

field and a bright shining star in the night sky, we have seen his 

glory, and glory always shines brightly. Amen. 


