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 February 2014: One of things we can say 

about life is that it is full of choices, and increasingly so. From 

the supermarket shelves, to coffee shops, to what you want 

your new car to look like and feel like, you accessorise it. People 

want to tailor their products and market them as ‘unique’. So 

unique that everyone has to have the same one! The word I 

believe is ‘bespoke’, it is for you. What does that say about how 

businesses market their products? It is the individual that 

counts. You can say, this is mine, I choose it. It has been made 

for me. Personalised and customised, designed around my 

needs and wishes. I matter. I am what I buy. It says something 

about who I am. This is about a commercial choice for those 

who can afford it or who go into debt to make sure they are like 

all the other ‘unique’ individuals with designer on the label; 

everything is ‘limited edition’ and all flats are ‘luxury’. One of my 

definitions of poverty is, little or limited choice. Choice is not 

there for everyone. 

What about moral or ethical choices? I wonder if they can also 

be ‘bespoke’. I believe that is actually happening in our ever 

changing society. Everything is relative and what I mean by that 

is this; there are no absolutes. If it feels right, it must be right. If 

it is my personalised and customised choice / ethics / belief 

system, it cannot be disputed. It’s mine. This is a mine field for 

the church. Set aside the issue of same sex marriage. The whole 

question of moral and ethical choice is under huge scrutiny. And 

one of today’s ironies is that greater freedom of choice there is, 

it actually creates a society that is more intolerant, because if all 

opinions are seen as right, then they cannot be challenged. So 

how does the church respond, when the bible seems to be a 

book of absolutes, a message that our “bespoke” society does 

not wish to hear or understand. 

What is offered in the book of Deuteronomy for example, 

begins with a choice between good and evil, and up to that 

point, I think we have common ground with all humanity. 

Society should seek the good of others. The writer then says 

choose between life and death. Again there will be common 

agreement; aid to the besieged city of Homs in Syria should be 

given to save life; aid to those suffering in South Sudan, if there 

is a choice, where there is humanity in crisis, surely we must be 

to seek life and not death. If the church works in partnership 

with its local community, saying, what you are concerned about, 

so are we. We can work together, choosing life before death, 

and in this we are on common ground. 

 It’s the next part that causes the problem. What does the writer 

of Deuteronomy say? If you obey God, keep his 

commandments, you will be blessed and prosper, but, if you 

don’t, God will curse you. That’s strong language of choice used 

of God. Here the choice between good and evil, and life and 

death is put quite clearly in the context of people’s relationship 

with God, and not just a relationship with God, but obedience to 

God. So it becomes a spiritual choice.  



I think we need to dig a bit here, to find out what is the truth 

behind this choice. To begin with, the context assumes that the 

relationship with God is already there. This is taken as read by 

the writer of Deuteronomy. Here are a people who already have 

a special relationship with God. For them history had already 

proved that. The escape from Egypt was their experience, the 

journey through the desert was their reality and their promised 

future is clearly seen as dependent on their ongoing relationship 

with God. Their history and their life was already a spiritual one. 

They could not separate their cultural or political life, from God. 

They were intertwined and seen as one. And if they ever looked 

back, from defeat in battle or exile in a foreign land, then they 

had their answer. They had made the wrong choice. The writer 

of Deuteronomy already knew that to be true. The people of 

God had indeed wandered very far from the original covenant, 

laid down by God at Mount Sinai and for the writer the link was 

obvious, failure to obey, leads to curse and not blessing. 

We don’t see or understand history like that. We don’t look 

back and explain present crisis from past failures, but that is 

exactly how the writer views the people’s relationship with God. 

We are where we are because of what we did or are still doing. 

Yet, and here is the hope, the promise of God still hold true. In 

their language; obey God and again receive his blessings.  

Interestingly I was recently reading different historians views on 

who caused WW1. Looking back not that far, and there is 

actually no agreement. And our context, our society, is not 

spiritual. So the biblical language of moral absolute is neither 

understood nor wanted. Our starting point, are people who do 

not understand this language of choice offered by God. So it 

raises the question, in what way do we, the church, offer the 

choice of God, so as to be understood? 

The stark choice of God, as raised in Deuteronomy, is seen in 

different language, in the words of Jesus. He said, I am the way, 

the truth and the life; no one comes to God except by me. How 

do we transform this language, so that it offers a choice that is 

heard today. That people stop and wonder. In a world of no 

absolutes, there is no point in simply saying, this is truth, 

because it comes from the bible. That is not where people are. If 

we are to journey with others, we need to ask ourselves, what is 

truth, and how is found in the midst of the words of scripture? 

I wonder if we need to be the language of God? Not merely 

reciting scriptural words, but living the truth that is contained in 

the word of God. Offering to people a choice we have already 

made.  We hold out our hands and God offers his choice in a 

way that we will never fully understand. The gospel is not about 

understanding words, but by the spirit of God, people 

responding to his language of gracious love and acceptance, and 

walking away, their choice made. And I believe, God honours 

that choice, as he has honoured ours. Amen. 

  


