
Bennochy church: 16th March 2014 

[Music track – Magical mystery tour (Beatles)] Have you ever set 

out on a journey where you do not know where you are going? 

If you have, I suspect it was described as a “Mystery tour”. I 

have a friend who got married later in life and the journey from 

the church in Edinburgh to the reception was a “mystery tour”! 

A bus was laid on and we did not know where we were going. 

On the way, we were trying to guess where we were going! This 

journey did not concern us, we were after all, going to celebrate 

a special event, and the fact that we did not know where we 

were going, held no fear. We ended up at a castle, down in the 

borders.  

At the grand old age of 75, and in his day that was old, Abraham 

in his twilight years is asked to go on a magical mystery tour. 

Leave your home, you are not coming back. Say goodbye to all 

that you know, in this place. Head off, and I will take you to a 

new land. Was he mad! He is described as a wealthy man. He is 

asked to give up the life he has made, and journey into the 

unknown. And somehow he manages to persuade or I suspect 

he commands his whole family / clan to journey with him. In the 

structure of his society, his word would have been law.  

Never mind “wanted down under”, this has to be the ultimate 

journey of faith. We are here in the mist of early history and as 

we look back we are struggling to see clearly what is going here. 

The call to Abram, as he was called then, seems clear and direct, 

but the details of why he agrees is missing. What has been going 

on that we don’t know about, which enabled him to say yes? 

Into that space we must assume there was a developing 

relationship of trust. 

Maybe Abram was an instinctive adventurer, ‘to go where no 

man has gone before’, if it’s out there, let’s find it, or was he 

just a pragmatist, looking ahead to see a better life elsewhere 

for his family and flocks, after all a nomadic lifestyle of journey 

was not unusual in Abram’s day. It is not inconceivable that the 

biblical writer, using the example of Abram, overlays, at a later 

date, faith in the God of Israel, as the reason for his journey. We 

don’t know 

Roll up; roll up, for the magical mystery tour... I have no idea 

what Abram’s concept of God was. The story is written many 

centuries later and overlaid with a developing theology of the 

God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, and justifying the beginning 

of the story of the people of God, who would become a future 

mighty nation; the multitude of descendents promised to 

Abram as a blessing. In the history of Israel, Abram’s name as 

Abraham would become famous, written in the stars and 

blessed by God. 

This story is not just about a journey, this is the beginning of the 

covenant relationship between a people and their God, and 

where better to place it but in the midst of time, where 

historical facts are not seen as important. What is seen as 



important here is faith, a secure trust in God and then, through 

the covenant, as seen throughout the Old Testament, the 

blessings and the curses of God. The covenant was simple, if you 

obey, you will be blessed, if not, disaster will strike you. So 

Abram obeyed and was blessed by God, to become the father of 

many nations. For future generations of the people of God, that 

is how they came to understand their history, linked by a 

covenant relationship with God, and this where it all began. 

We are going to struggle with some of these ideas. I think we 

can get our heads around the idea of faith journey or 

pilgrimage; God asking each one of us to be Abram; leaving 

what we know and journeying with God into an unknown 

future. That is what faith is all about. If we knew the destination 

where God was asking us to travel, faith becomes redundant. 

Faith challenges our desire to be in control and to always have 

the answers before decisions are made. God has not worked 

like that, from the days of Abram to the church of 21st Scotland. 

We are instinctively conservative and the challenges of faith will 

always force us from our comfort zones.   

I am not sure we can get our minds tuned in to this idea of 

blessing and curse. It is a dominant theme that runs throughout 

the Old Testament, and when writers looked back to battles 

won against the odds, the people of God, in their obedience, as 

often portrayed in the life of their kings, who represented the 

people before God, were seen as blessed. In tragedy, as seen in 

exile, the curse of God was on his people, due to their 

disobedience.  Their lifestyle, as king and people, had 

consequences, and God was directly involved.  

I don’t think we believe that. Life has consequences, yes, but we 

need to take responsibility for our actions.  But I do wonder, in 

the choices we make in life; the decisions of faith; those 

moments where our trust in God really needs to kick in; the key 

episodes on our journey with God; if God continues to journey 

with us, he must in some way honour the choices we have 

made, for good or for bad. So in a sense, his blessings is with us 

always, even when we know when we have got it wrong. If 

there is a ‘curse’, it lies within us, as part of humanity.  

We can certainly use Abraham as a great example and as we 

think about the challenges that lie ahead, in the very near future 

for us as a congregation, we can journey back to this moment of 

time, to a story of a man who journeyed to new places, and like 

him, we can wonder in faith about what the future holds, and 

we can journey in trust, knowing the God of Abram travels with 

us. Amen 

Final blessing: May the road rise to meet you...  

 

 


