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If you looked for the God’s of today where would you find 

them?  Where does society bow down to worship and what 

shrines do people enter today? I remember listening to 

someone a while back talking about architecture and how the 

entrance to many buildings today, including new supermarkets, 

have a “church like” quality. So I was thinking, what are they 

trying to convey as people enter these places? And it is true, if 

you want to know where lots of people go on a Sunday, visit a 

retail park. I am not suggesting for a moment that people who 

visit our retails parks on a Sunday morning are somehow 

equating it with a religious experience. That is just plain daft, 

but it does say something about the practicalities of modern day 

life and people’s priorities. 

How many football fans I wonder see their ground as hollowed 

turf and where there has been disaster, the shrines have not 

been in places of traditional worship, but at the grounds 

themselves; the Hillsborough disaster and Anfield is just one 

example. The hymns of worship are sung from the terracing and 

the favourite players are idolised and seen as role models. In a 

more sedate way, the same could be said of the golf course, 

seeking the holy grail of that perfect round.  

And we certainly have the cult of the celebrity. Those who walk 

the red carpets, almost seen as the Gods they sometime portray 

on the big screen. All I trying to say is that society has many  

 

God’s, however they are understood; some are held in our 

hands and we call it technology; others are worn, they are called 

fashion. Some people literally ‘bank’ their Gods, for others it is 

all about ownership, it is about what you possess, and we all can 

feel under pressure by the latest ‘must have’ or designer 

accessories. Don’t get me wrong here; I am not saying that any 

of these things are in themselves, wrong.  

Paul finds himself in Athens, by then past its glory days, but still 

regarded as a centre of philosophy and culture; maybe it would 

be  like someone coming to Edinburgh when visiting Scotland, 

and as was his usual practice he begins by going to the 

synagogue, then he debates in the public square; it would be 

like us going down the High Street to witness. The Athenians 

loved a good debate, especially if it was about new ideas. 

However, some thought of him as a show off, but there were 

others who were intrigued and wanted to hear more of this 

foreign God, called Jesus of the resurrection. Even in Athens this 

was a risky business and ran the charge of impiety. Paul is finally 

asked to speak before the City Council known as the Areopagus.  

The key thing Paul noticed was that the people of Athens did 

not just have a cultured history, they were also a religious lot; 

there were lots of statues to the God’s to be seen eveywhere; 

there were plenty of Gods to worship and just in case they had 



missed one, they had a shrine to the ‘unknown God’. The God’s 

have indeed changed and we worship in new ways.  

Paul is not in Athens as a tourist, he is there as a missionary and 

he uses this shrine to his advantage to make a connection to the 

world around him and what he wants to say. He starts with a 

compliment, I see in every way you Athenians are very religious. 

He butters them up a bit. I suspect he is also being ironic, 

religious, but knowing nothing of God. He needs them to listen 

and once he has got their attention, he then says, let me tell you 

about the unknown God. What a brilliant way to get his listeners 

on board!  

Paul begins where people are, and so I am wondering, how do 

we follow his example? As we cast an eye over 21st century 

Scotland, and view all the shrines to the God’s of today, as a 

church, how do we make similar connections, starting where 

people are. The big temptation is to use our own starting points, 

ask our own questions, and set our own priorities, so starting 

the conversation where we think people should be! Are we 

answering questions that no one is asking? Are we making 

points that no one thinks is relevant?  If people are to listen to 

the story of their “unknown God”, it has to be at a place of their 

choosing and at a time where they are prepared to listen. Then 

the invitation can be offered.  

Listening does not always equate to getting a positive response. 

I am sure that has been our experience. It was also the 

experience of Paul. Even though he carefully uses language that 

had connections with Greek and Jewish thought, when he gets 

to the bit about judgement, he runs counter to the  Greek 

thought that time continues for ever, and especially the bit 

where he talks of resurrection, where although the Greeks 

believed in immortality of the soul, they viewed the body as 

earthy and evil , some of his listeners made fun of him and 

laughed him down. Even the great apostles were not immune 

from ridicule; however, we are told some wanted to find out 

more and others even joined the group and believed. including 

a member of the Council. 

We must take heart from such stories. Connections can always 

be made. The invisible God, unknown too many, can still be 

seen in faith. Not words written on statues, but in the hearts of 

living stones. And the temples we enter, are not made by the 

hands of man, but are humankind itself, where the Spirit of God 

dwells, and makes him known. Amen 

 


