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Because we live in on island and we are so close to the coast we 

knew that water is a barrier. Unless you are a great swimmer or 

own a boat, it is impossible to cross.  I watched recently a 

fascinating program on the building of the Forth Road Bridge. 

Think how isolated Fife must have been before all its bridges 

were built. The road bridge opened 50 years ago permanently 

crossed a barrier linking the east coast of Scotland to Edinburgh. 

It has greatly benefitted the economy of Fife and has been a 

great advantage to all of us, except we are we sitting in a queue 

of cars! 

The Sea of Reeds was such a barrier to the people of God as 

they fled Egypt.  The normal route would have been to head 

east but that was blocked by a chain of frontier posts, so they 

had to head south. The Sea of Reeds was an inland fresh water 

lake, perhaps with a shallow ford at its centre with deeper 

water on either side. They maybe though they were now safe 

from slavery, the hard work done, but the enemy was closing in 

fast. Our gunned, where were they to go?  The writer says by 

faith and miracle the sea becomes dry land and the people cross 

to safety. I don’t think it really matters how it actually 

happened. The important question is not how, but why did it 

happen?  

I began to wonder if the Sea of Reeds represents any obstacles 

or challenges take we have to face in life, those occasions when 

we feel we are trapped by circumstance, or we can see no way 

ahead. We have all been there. We can’t turn back the way we 

came, or stay where we are, we need to head towards the 

water. The church struggles as it seeks a way to be relevant 

today’s society and that challenge is our challenge here in 

Bennochy church. We are not immune from the changing 

society around us. We are part of it. I estimate 94-95% of people 

who live in our parish will have no contact or very little contact 

with the church of any denomination. That sea is on our horizon 

and we need to be asking ourselves the question, how can we 

cross the water? That barrier of water can also represent the 

changes we need to make and the struggles within ourselves to 

let go of the past. God is calling us to be a pilgrim people on a 

journey of faith into the unknown.  How do pilgrim people cross 

the water? 

I am going to get as political as I ever would on a Sunday 

morning. This Thursday, we cannot ignore the biggest decision 

this country will probably ever make. The Church of Scotland, as 

a denomination, has stated its neutrality and has emphasised 

the concept of respectful dialogue, and apart from a few 

isolated incidents, I think we can be proud of the way the 

debate has taken place and seen across the world. If you ever 

want an example of democracy, this is it.   

We as a nation are approaching the Sea of Reeds. There is only 

way to travel and that is to cross the water, and after that what 



will be, will be. We must live with the decision made and work 

together for a better Scotland and I hope that as the church has 

played its part in the debate, so it will continue to do so. The 

Good news of the gospel is about meeting the bad news and 

needs in the lives of our fellow citizens and in our nation, and its 

wider role in the world.  

In a later crossing of the River Jordan, before the conquest of 

Canaan, the act of faith was to step into the water, and then, 

and only then, did the waters part. In this story, the act of faith 

was in the raising of Moses hands. He would do it again, as the 

people of God later defeated the Amalekites. I have to be 

honest, I don’t understand is why God had to show his power in 

acts of violence, in the death of enemies or in the attempted 

genocide of the people who lived in the Promised Land. The 

easy answer is to say that it was a different time and a different 

culture. That was how they did things then. In a sense it was one 

of their ‘Bannockburn’ moments, ever enshrined in history.  

But where are the clues that there is more to this story than 

that? We know it s a story of salvation, of God’s protection on 

the beginning of their journey. We know it is a story of miracle 

and power, a mighty act strengthening the faith of the people of 

God. But ultimately, it is a story of survival, in which the writer 

looks back and sees the hand of God.  

To me it seems a very drastic way to sustain faith. I much prefer 

the story of Thomas and Jesus words to him, how much better it 

is to have faith when you cannot see or touch God.  And for 

many people today, the resurrection of Christ is a step too far. 

For them it is an expanse of water which they cannot cross. It is 

their Sea of Reeds.  

However you understand the story, only God can help people to 

cross the water of their doubts, fears and hopes for the future; 

to clear a path that enables them to carry on the journey; steps 

of faith nearer to God. This is a journey that is never easy, for 

the turbulent waters of life all around us, can sometimes feel 

that they are about to engulf us at any moment.  

We are pilgrim people on a journey. We follow in the footsteps 

of Christ and we have the opportunity to walk with others, 

towards him in faith and in hope.  We can cross the water with 

the presence and help of God. Amen 

 

  


