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How many of you remember your baptism? I suspect very few, 

as most of you will have been baptised as infants. That is the 

reason why we have in the Church of Scotland a service of 

confirmation. It is a confirmation of the vows of baptism, taken 

by your parents.  

In Paul’s day he would have known no such division. Normal 

practice was adult baptism; a one stage process that required 

no confirmation. So today we might have had a large tank at the 

front of the church, like in the Baptist church or we could have 

gone down to the River Forth for a baptism of full immersion! 

Paul was a theologian. He tried to explain the ways of God, but 

the problem is our human language is always incomplete. We 

try to use images to understand God. They give us glimpses of 

who God is but not the full picture. It is like looking through 

frosted glass. Light is visible but the shapes are obscured. Even 

the words of the great apostle radiate only some light, but the 

form of God has only ever been seen in the incarnation of Jesus 

Christ. 

The image he uses is that of baptism; an image well known to 

the Jews, where a gentile would convert to Judaism. The image 

is the lowering of the person under the water representing a 

movement from the old person to the new. It is the burial of the 

old self and the rising of the new. We are born again. Think of  

 

the confusion of Nicodemus, who was a member of the highest 

Jewish court called the Sanhedrin. In his conversation with 

Jesus; he asks, how can we come out of the womb a second 

time?  He was confused! The answer to this puzzle, for Paul, is 

to say, it is only possible if done in union with Jesus Christ who 

has gone before us. If we do not share his death in the tomb, we 

cannot share his resurrection to new life.  

It may have taken a very long time from your baptisms, to this 

moment of your confirmation, but in a sense, here today and 

publically, you complete this union with Christ.  You have taken 

your vows of faith, on your own behalf. 

Our faith is full of symbolism. In baptism there is water that 

speaks of cleansing; in confirmation there is the laying on of 

hands, we have been anointed by God; and in the life of Jesus, 

the cross dominates, and watches over our worship. The cross 

says to us, the power of God is weakness, who allowed us, now 

think on this, who allowed us, to kill God. That raises so many 

questions does it not? It is in union with this death which allows 

us, says Paul, to be free from our broken relationship with God 

that stretches back to creation. Again, human language does not 

allow us to fully understand the actions of God on the cross. In 

seeking the meaning of the divine and the eternal, our language 

only takes us so far, what is not understood is completed by 

faith.  



What we can say it this; the cross allows eternal life to begin 

now! Do we really believe that? Eternal life always begins now. 

That is what life in Christ is actually all about. If you read 

Hebrews 11, the writer is asking this question; what actions 

confirm our faith? If we are changed as a result of the death and 

resurrection of Christ, what actions back up our faith? No one 

can please God without faith, for whoever comes to God must 

have faith that God exists and rewards those who seek him. 

(Hebrews 11: 6). He is saying, it is all very well to profess faith, 

but the life of the baptised has to be more than that. In chapter 

11, the writer of the book of Hebrews, crafts an historical 

retrospective summary of history to make this point 

He gives example after example of actions that have confirmed 

faith. It was faith that made Abraham obey when God called him 

to go out to a country which God had promised to give him. He 

left his own country without knowing where he was going. 

(Hebrews 11: 8) Without knowing the destination, Abraham 

embarked on the journey. That action confirmed his faith in 

God. Faith in the unseen purposes of God, despite all the 

evidence to the contrary and faith in the assurance of Gods 

future promises. How do we add our name onto that list? What 

actions, confirm our faith? 

This is the last Sunday of our stewardship season, and I want to 

suggest that we cannot confirm our faith in action, without 

using our gifts from God and having good stewardship of our 

time. One leads on to the other. If we leave our gifts unwrapped 

in a box, how do we show our faith? 

We need to witness the crucifixion of Christ and see what God 

has done for us; that he offers not just a life, but eternal life; we 

need to walk into the tomb of Christ and see that the body has 

gone; in faith we must believe, unlike Thomas, who touched the 

wounds of Jesus; faith is to be sure of the things we hope for, to 

be certain of the things we cannot see; that is hope in the 

eternal; we need to understand a risen Christ, who by his spirit 

today gives gifts for the building up of his body. Do we believe 

that? 

We live in union not with the physical, the body is gone, but the 

spirit lives on. So we have faith in what we cannot see. The 

empty cross represents the failures of our lives and the 

forgiveness of God, love and justice come together; the empty 

tomb is filled with our hopes, dreams and failures, but life in all 

its fullness is offered in union with the risen Christ, seen only by 

those who travel the pilgrim journey trusting in God.  

God knew us before our baptisms, which is the creator’s 

prerogative.  This is but a moment, when we join God on our 

journey of faith. And like the one lost sheep that was found, 

God rejoices. Baptism and confirmation have come together, 

fulfilled by the love and the grace of the spirit of God. Amen. 

 


