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Who would you follow? If someone said to you, leave what you 

are doing and come follow me, who would you follow? I 

suppose it might depend on what you were being asked to do. 

What will I have to give up? How long will this take? Is there is 

risk involved in this for me?  Can you imagine what the 

fishermen must have been thinking  when they first heard the 

words of Jesus, in the midst of their everyday life? If we have 

been in their shoes (sandals) by the lakeside, how would we 

have responded? On his journeys, Jesus encountered lots of 

people and his words often challenged them. Think of the 

encounter between Jesus and a particular man, traditionally 

called the rich young ruler, all he had to do to follow Jesus, was 

to give up his wealth. Scripture implies that he failed the 

challenge, because we are told he went away very sad.  

From Mansion to mud hut 

Jon Pedley lived the life of a swinging millionaire until an 
alcohol-fueled car accident in 2002 left him comatose and on the 
verge of death. Miraculously, he survived, and soon experienced 
a profound change of heart. The UK millionaire—who indulged 
in alcohol, womanizing, and other vices—later found God (didn't 
know he was missing!)and was inspired by the charity work of 
his friend in Uganda. 

He decided to emulate his friend, and literally gave it all away in 
2010 as he sold his $1.5 million farmhouse and businesses. 

Pedley then used the proceeds to move to a mud hut in Uganda 
and start a charity for local orphans. The charity wasn’t only for 
the local children, either—British children with a troubled past 
were also sent there to help the locals and ultimately help 
themselves. For Pedley, it was a cathartic release from his once-
decadent lifestyle—he remarked that “I’ve never been more sure 
about anything in my life” when asked if he really wanted to go 
through with it. 

The Russian businessman turned monk 

Yevgeny Pushenko had a good thing going for him back in the 
1990s. The Soviet Union had just broken up and people were 
free to pursue their dreams. For Pushenko, that freedom 
enabled him to construct a clothing factory in his hometown of 
Vladivostok. Soon, business was booming and he had 50 factory 
workers at one point. However, Pushenko felt empty. Until then, 
he had not really practiced his faith as an Orthodox Christian, 
which was suppressed for so long by the authorities. 

It wouldn’t be long before he met his friends over vodka (of 
course) and handed them the keys to his factory. His shocked 
friends found out the reason from his parents the next day: He 
wanted to be a monk and do a pilgrimage to Jerusalem. For 
three years, Pushenko walked 15,000 kilometers (9,320 mi) 
through several countries until he finally reached his destination. 
Pushenko endured many trials during his journey, from battling 
extreme weather to fending off suspicious authorities, but 
remarked that his faith kept him going. After he had finished his 
pilgrimage, Pushenko renamed himself Athanassios and retired 
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to Mt. Athos in Greece, where he has since resided at a 
monastery. 

I think it is sometimes too easy to dismiss these well known 
stories, like the call of the fishermen, the first disciples, as either 
challenges for other people, but certainly not us, or, for other 
times, and not for the church today. Yet the call of Jesus is a 
powerful one, first echoing across a lakeside and then through 
all eternity. Reaching the ears of fishermen, think about it, who 
had the privilege to respond to Jesus' actual presence and 
words, but the call of Christ has not ceased, the spirit of God is 
eternal, and no matter how many times we read or listen to this 
story, we are challenged by the presence of Christ, as if we are 
today walking by that very lakeside.  

I have no doubt that the reputation of Jesus had reached the 
ears of Simon and Andrew. They would have heard something 
of his teaching, maybe they had even debated or argued over 
his claims amongst themselves. Conversations about Messiah-
ship around the camp fire; is he the one sent by God? Or, is the 
long awaited Kingdom of God really that near? Maybe they had 
already been wondering if this is a man worth following?  

Jesus is clever in his use of language. He says to them, you 
spend all your days catching fish. That is what you are good at. 
Come, and I will teach you how to catch men. I bet that got 
them thinking! As they looked at their nets, did they visualize 
them full of people, and wonder, what does he mean? And what 
is my role in this? Why does he want me to follow him? What 
are the implications of leaving my family and business?  

I suspect there were more questions than answers in the minds 
of the fishermen. Over the next three years; as they walked with 
Jesus, witnessed his actions and heard his words, they would 
come to learn what it would mean to catch people.  

I believe this small passage tells us all we need to know about 
the purposes of God and the church.  Mark firmly believes that 
God had been preparing the world for the coming of the 
Messiah. Here was the turning point of history. Think on this, a 
unique spell of world peace, a common Greek language, a 
network of imperial Roman roads and a world  morally and 
socially diseased yearning for a faith that had the power to bring 
meaning to life.  

Enter Jesus, the coping stone placed on the house that God had 
been building since the days of Abraham. A divine drama that 
moves from God's people, Israel, to God himself entering his 
creation. So the Kingdom of God is indeed at hand; Jesus 
embodies it, and it is where people respond in faith and trust, 
and sins are forgiven.  The Kingdom of God rules over the hearts 
of those who follow. It is here, but yet to come. That is the Good 
news of God in Jesus Christ,  and for you and me, it begins 
where we respond to the call of Christ. At the heart of this story 
is the fact that God has called us. He knows each of us by name, 
and he says to us, 'come follow me'. Amen. 

 

 


