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The heartbreak of the broken promise. If we have experienced 

that we know how it feels. Hopes are dashed, that which is 

anticipated slips through our fingers and is lost. In words 

unfulfilled or actions incomplete, hope becomes despair and we 

say to ourselves, it is not my fault. I have been let down by 

another's broken promise. But if we have an honest reflection 

and look back over our lives, we will see a mixture of promises 

we have kept and promises, we have broken.  

What if the promise seems fanciful, why believe it will come to 

pass. If it is like trying to hold water in the palm of your hand, 

why believe after time that precious commodity will still be 

there. We know that can never happen. Yet, have we not in our 

lives, held onto an unrealistic promise? 

God says to a man aged 99 and to his wife aged 90. I make you 

this promise today, obey me, and I will give you many 

descendants. And not only that, you will have so many 

descendants, that you will be the ancestor of many nations. To 

you and your family, this is an everlasting promise.  

An old man and an old woman. No wonder they laughed! 

Wouldn't you!  Did they want children, yes they did? Did they 

wish their family name to continue down through the ages?  Yes 

they did.  It is the simplest form of eternal life! Your name 

continuing into the future. It is in the midst of desperation and a 

fanciful promise, that Abraham bows low to the ground and 

voices his thoughts that gave way to laughter. Come on God, 

your having us on! God had to break though the doubt and the 

cynical laughter of Abraham by the birth of a Son, to show the 

promise to be true. Ring any bells? Know about any other 

unlikely births? 

Abraham is known in scripture for his faith and this is where it 

all began. A call to leave his home, follow God to a new land, 

and believe in spite of his age, and that of Sarah, the promises 

of God would be fulfilled in a son; his name Isaac, in his many 

descendants, in future nations and in a land promised by God. 

That is the very heart of the  covenant, the promise of God 

given to a couple who wondered, how on earth is this going to 

happen! On earth it did, by the miracle of God and the faith of 

humanity.  We glimpse what is happening here thought the 

mists of history and time. I believe we grasp only something of 

its significance, but we also know that here in this ancient 

promise, is the beginning of faith. In the New testament, 

Hebrews 11 picks up the story and in an unbroken line of faith, 

we claim the same promises of God.  

To believe that which we cannot see. The birth was a promise 

still to happen. To trust that we cannot touch or control. This 

was the work of God.  To go beyond all human logic and reason 

and to say, the promise of God is still true for us today.  For a 

new son has been born, the narrative of Christmas shouts the 



story. His descendants, born of the spirit of God; remember 

Nicodemus who struggled with that concept; in a church that 

worships throughout the world, and there is still a land 

promised. It is the one we live in as disciples of Christ. It is not 

found on the other side of a river to be crossed, but is formed in 

the  emerging Kingdom of God.  

We seek to live in the shadow of that promise, its love and 

justice echoing across the centuries as the voice of God to those 

who will listen. To the ears of old and young,  this promise is still 

full of truth.  

I believe there will be times when we will strive with purpose 

and faith from our familiar places and homes and will travel as 

pilgrims in unfamiliar and uncharted places, taking mighty steps 

of faith. 

But, there will also be times when we will be the people of 

laughter and we will say to God, 'that is your promise to me, you 

can't be serious!' Our hope, is that God will glimpse seeds of 

faith in our times of despair and doubt and keep his promises to 

us, as he did to Abraham and in faith we believe, for all 

eternity.Amen.  

 

  

 

 


