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There are people who like to rebel against authority and go 

against the flow. Authority comes in all shapes and sizes. 

Discipline in the home, rules to be followed at school, codes of 

conduct at work, the laws of the land and let me add to that list 

the commands of God.  

People rebel for all sorts of reasons; the classic one are  

teenagers, expressing their individually as they seek to find their 

place in society. New identities emerging  in the midst of 

hormones and life. Maybe you were not like that! The 

important thing about rebellion is it needs boundaries. It needs 

something to push against. The parent, the teacher, the boss, 

the state and even God. It is a balance of  those boundaries 

which contain and the freedom to explore. If there were no 

boundaries, there would be chaos.  

Sadly, sometimes those boundaries are themselves not safe, 

they are sharp edged and cause hurt and pain. Abuse, sexual 

exploitation, modern day slavery, laws contrary to democracy 

and what about the boundaries of religion? The interpretation 

of the commands of God that lead some to acts of terrorism, 

violence against the 'non believer' and young girls seduced to 

become jihadist brides.  

It does not matter what age we are, we can still rebel against 

authority. Something that is going on that we just cannot agree 

with. However, as we grow more 'mature', our rebellion will 

often be expressed differently. I think the sad thing is this, the 

rebel inside us becomes timid; we might think we would like to 

do something, but that is as far as it goes. The fear of going 

against the views of others or society grows ever stronger. We 

never write that letter, go on the protest march or lobby our 

MSP / MP. We never stick our head above the parapet and say, 

this is what I believe about life or faith. There might be times 

when something is so unjust, so personal, so painful, that the 

rebel inside us just has to act.   

Some people have always be rebels.  We might know, or 

certainly heard of people like that, people who through their 

whole lives are classed as a rebels or maybe described as 

radicals or even eccentric. It might be the the local activist, 

politician, charity worker or campaigner. In many countries, it is 

dangerous to be a rebel. Boris Nemtsov is assassinated in 

Moscow for being an opposition politician. If it risks your life, 

you make a powerful statement by your actions and your words.  

In the Old Testament, the commands of God were very black 

and white and no more so than in Exodus 20 and the list of the 

Ten Commandments. [show video] The relationship between 

God and his people Israel, was a covenant relationship, based 

on obedience, going back to the time of Abraham. It said, obey 

God and you will be blessed. In the early life of these followers 

of God, blessing was described in terms of entry into the 



Promised Land. Later on it would be redefined. Obey God and 

you will live long and prosper in the land given by God. And 

everything that happened to the people of God was seen 

through this prism of obedience or disobedience, blessing or 

curse. Disobedience led to defeat in battle, disobedience led to 

exile in foreign lands, but if they obeyed, they would receive the 

blessings of God. Enemies would be defeated and the reign of 

King David's successors would continue to rule in God's city of 

Jerusalem.  

If it all can be sourced back to the first covenant made with 

Abraham, then here at Mount Sinai, through Moses, God 

delivers the law and says to his people; here is how I want you 

to live out this covenant relationship. Here was the pattern of 

their life to be, under God. Here are the basic principles around 

which they would mould their communal life, in response to 

God's mighty act of deliverance.  Along with the Exodus and 

their desert sojourn, here is a key formulative experience in the 

creation of a nation. In a very real sense, what we have here, 

are God's terms and conditions. And what happened, the 

people rebelled and built the golden calf. 

If we are innately spiritual, which I believe we are, and seek 

meaning and purpose for our lives, we are also built to rebel. 

These are the two sides of the coin that is humanity. 

Jesus does not duck the issue of obedience. He does not cast 

the law aside; instead, in fulfilling the law; he redefines it in 

even sharper terms. Love the lord your God with all your heart 

mind and soul, and love your neigbour as you love yourself. A 

love so wide that it was defined as loving even your enemies.  

When you hear the terms and conditions, no wonder we cannot 

live up to such demands, just as the people of Israel failed to be 

obedient in their life with God.  

In a sense, God has to constantly struggle with our 

disobedience. The boundaries have been set, in law and in love. 

We push against them, our choices, our false sense of freedom 

pushing God to the limit. In our hearts we are all rebels; that is 

what it means to fall short of the glory of God.  But, I hope we 

are rebels with a cause. The cause of the Kingdom of God. A 

Kingdom where failure is met with forgiveness and the rebel 

becomes a friend of God. Amen. 


