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The language of scripture contains for us some alien concepts 

and some very hard contrasts. If God's love is wide, the words of 

Jesus do not make it easy to follow. If people wanted to see 

Jesus, and they did; he was after all a theological celebrity, a 

man of miracles, who spoke with great authority and challenged 

the religious establishment; what did they want to say to him? 

Put yourself in the hypothetical situation of being able to walk 

up to Jesus and say anything to him. Given that opportunity, 

what would you say? What would you ask? A burning question 

you needed the answer to, to discuss something you did not 

understand or to find out if all his claims were indeed true? 

What would you ask him? 

It was festival time, the Passover and many Greeks (Gentile 

adherents of the synagogue)were in Jerusalem. To Philip, the 

only disciple with a Greek name,  they said, "Sir, we wish to see 

Jesus". They wished an audience with him and the disciples 

seem to acting as 'gate keepers'. Maybe protecting their master 

from the crowds. What did these Greeks want? Did they wish to 

challenge Jesus views on God. The Greeks loved a debate. Were 

they his supporters, who wanted to say that Jesus, you have our 

vote? We don't know and it does not matter. This enquiry leads 

into Jesus talking about his death. That is the point. To John, the 

Greeks are not important, he wants to convey to his readers the 

words of Jesus.  

Jesus words resonate with two inter connected images; the 

death of the seed, that enables new and multiple growth and 

then hard words of contrast. We can visualise the Easter 

analogy. The death of one creating the faith of many. But read 

again his words after that. You want this eternal life; then you 

must hate your own life, and if you want God to honour you, 

then you must be the servant who follows Jesus.  

I don't like that language, but it is not there to be liked. It is not 

natural for me to like what Jesus is saying here; hate your own 

life. I would rather hold onto the words of Jesus that said, 'love 

your neighbour as you love yourself'. I don't want to be a 

servant. Have we not got rid of the idea of servants? The 

concept of servant hood in 21st century Scotland, to me,  is an 

alien concept. Surely we would agree that no one today, should 

be a servant of anyone. It smacks of slavery. I would rather hold 

onto the words of Jesus who said, I don't call you servants any 

more, you are now my friends.  

Have we never made a deliberate sharp contrast to make a 

point? In other contexts we would say something different. I 

don't believe there is a mixed message here that are at odds 

with other statements of Christ. It all about the context and 

what John wishes his listeners to hear, in the words of Jesus, at 

that moment in time, leading up the death of Jesus. That is the 

context in which there is this request of the Greeks, who wish to 

see Jesus.  



All of a sudden, John brings in the agony of Gethsemane. If it is 

at all possible, I don't want to be that grain of wheat that dies in 

the ground. Is he saying, he loves life, and does not wish to lose 

it in the near future? Is he saying, servant hood to God, even for 

him, is a struggle? If there is not even a grain of truth in what I 

have just said, there could be no agony of soul and these words 

are a sham! Jesus is saying to the crowd, the journey I am asking 

you to take, I am taking, right now; the painful choice of death 

to new like I am asking you to make, I am already making, right 

now; I am asking you to be the servant, only because I am 

already one, and we will both honour God, by following him. 

These words describe the illogical, that out of the death, comes 

glory. It's rationality, only understood by the one who is willing 

to be the servant, and to follow. 

God says, amen and the crowd hears something. Is it the voice 

of God, is it a clap of thunder? I don't understand how God 

speaks into the ears of humanity, then, or now. The still small 

voice of God or the shouts of Jesus above the noise of the world 

will only be heard by ears of faith. What they heard was not as 

important, as its purpose. The message is for you. This is the 

time. Your history has waited for this very moment. The law and 

the prophets have pointed to it and now it is here. It is before 

your very eyes. The Messiah of God, appointed to usher in God's 

Kingdom on earth, has arrived.   

he is drawing people to him in death; being lifted up on a cross; 

conquering people by love. The image here reflects back to an 

image they would have known, of the 'suffering servant' of 

Isaiah's prophecy.  

God's love is indeed wide; for Greeks, Jews and us. Wide enough 

for all, that in bread we share the grain that falls into the ground 

and gives birth to new life. Wide enough for all, that in wine we 

share in a relationship of love with God; in serving we follow 

and as his friends he washes our feet. If we wish to see Jesus, 

look no further than this table. The gifts of God, for the people 

of God. Amen. 

 

 


