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Roughly a month to go to the general election and I wonder if 

you  are already suffering from political fatigue! You turn on the 

TV and there is yet another debate or political correspondent 

giving their opinion. I personally am a bit of a political animal, I 

will admit that, so I actually quite enjoy  debates. Although I 

have to say, in the recent Scottish leaders debates they are just 

repeating themselves. Political manifestos and promises are all 

about how a particular party says to us, we can make life better 

for you. Vote for us and here are our promises for a better life.  

In the midst of polls and sound bites, politicians are seeking to 

engage us with the kind of society we want to be part of and 

that is important. You might wish to emigrate for a month, but 

the direction of travel, the big picture of our economy, of 

welfare and health being offered for the next five years is vitally 

important. It will impact on all our lives, is something we all 

need to engage with and the church has to be at the heart of it.  

No politician can ever claim to offer the ideal. Mind you, in 

listening to some they seem to get mighty close to utopia! The 

problem is, humanity gets in the way of perfection! Greed just 

messes up justice. Intolerance derails unity and promises made, 

with the best of intentions, are lost in the midst of future 

realties. 

 

 

I wonder how close to the perfect society the early church of 

Jerusalem actually got, and how long did this community of 

sharing last. Imagine a party with this manifesto; all belongings 

will be shared; no one will ever be in need; and all property will 

be sold for the collective good. Would you vote for them? Even 

if you firmly believed that was the kind of society you wanted to 

be part of, would you give up everything you owned, for the 

good of everyone, so as to fulfil that vision?  

What motivated Barnabas to sell his field? It was not a political 

manifesto, it was the power behind the words and the actions 

of the early believers of Jesus of Nazareth.  

 "With great power the apostles gave witness to the resurrection 

of the Lord Jesus, and God poured rich blessings on them 

all."(v33) 

Do we not look for the motivation behind the words. What 

makes, if anything, these words to ring true? We try to see 

behind the rhetoric. Are these words spoken in a political 

vacuum and who gains? Where does  the passion come from, 

and where are the actions that support the words? Political 

debate or Christian witness, words with no substance are 

hollow.  

Isaiah's vision is a new God made, God infused creation. 'The 

Lord says, "I am making..."'. Here's his manifesto: joy, pain free, 



long life, security and peace. Read it again when you get home. 

Is that not a manifesto to vote for! But it not just about trusting 

God, it is about having a living hope, based on the certainty of 

faith, and a willingness on our part to be the answer to our own 

prayers. We cannot leave it to others or rely on the promises of 

political parties.  

If Isaiah's vision is out there in a society that we can see, hear 

and feel, then the vision of the writer of 1 John is far more 

uncomfortable! This is a manifesto for our lives and in particular 

our relationship with God. It is based on the reality of the Word 

of life and not the words of mankind. He says, we have  seen 

with our own eyes, heard with our own ears and touched with 

own hands, God made visible, in Jesus Christ. His manifesto is a 

simple one; share the story. Peter stood on his Jerusalem soap 

box; meetings were held in the public square and in the 

synagogue;   they pressed the flesh, not with election promises, 

but with the story of a man raised to life. The politician wants 

you to believe in his vision. God's vision is this; life can be 

different, society can be different. If not, what was the point of 

the Easter cross of love and justice?  

I believe it is very important that the church  must never detach 

itself from the world. in the words of 1st John, darkness is all 

around us. Evil prevails; for millions life is hell. People suffer 

from violence, injustice and a lack of compassion. We are 

kidding ourselves if we do not recognise that the problems of 

the world lie in the heart and minds of humanity. Politicians will 

tell you that they have answers and yes, what can be controlled 

by legislation can be put into practice. But where there is no 

love or justice, it is humanity getting in the way. The answer lies 

within each of us. You and me. We need to set ourselves aside 

to make room for God. We need to lose ourselves to find life 

and carry a cross as Jesus did, to begin to heal the wounds of 

the world.  

If that seems a tall order, then it is. Jesus never said faith would 

be easy. But to proclaim truth, in the public square, is the road 

to justice and compassion.  

whether we like it or not, we are part of the political world. Let 

us work in partnership with those who seek a better world and 

in so doing let us proclaim the Kingdom of God and tell the story 

of Christ crucified. Amen. 


