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They were devastated. The man who had offered them so much 

hope and a new future was dead. Betrayed by one of their own, 

Judas Iscariot. Put on trial by the Jewish authorities and 

executed by the Romans. They might have asked themselves, 

what was the point of all those miracles and demonstrations of 

power? What was the point of those stories of new Kingdoms, 

of loving neighbour, loving enemies and going the second mile? 

What was the point of all those promises of a new relationship 

with God? Had they not taken the risk of challenging the 

authorities and had they not just given up the last three years of 

their lives to follow him? Now he was gone. What now? Was it 

really worth all that sacrifice? And to crown it all, grieving 

women had told them his tomb was empty and Jesus promise 

was to meet them once again! Worried about the authorities, 

would they be next, so they meet behind locked doors, maybe 

to decide what to do next, devise a plan, but events overtake 

them. Suddenly he is there in the room. Jesus, who they 

believed to be dead, is with them. He says to them 'peace be 

with you' and 'receive the Holy spirit.'  

One of the disciples, named Thomas, was not there and he does 

not believe them. Would you? When Jesus returns and this time 

Thomas is there, Jesus allows Thomas the privilege of touching 

the wounds of his body, and he says to him,  I have allowed you  

 

 

to do this, but people of faith believe what they cannot see or 

touch.  That is the essence of faith. 

For a short while Jesus walked the earth, but only for a moment. 

Then he is gone, we are told to be replaced by the spirit of God, 

whom no one can see.  It had to be so. Remember the story of 

the transfiguration, where on a mountain side  Jesus meets both 

Moses and Elijah, whose deaths by tradition are unexplained, 

Jesus joins this exclusive club. His resurrection cannot be 

explained away. What we can say is this; through the death of 

Jesus, came the spirit of God.  

This is Pentecost Sunday, the day we remember that the spirit 

came upon the early disciples. Yet, the spirit has always been. In 

the very beginning, the great movement of the spirit was in 

creation, moving over the void of chaos, separating light from 

darkness,  earth from sea and bringing life, but not as we know 

it! The spirit is always the beginning of a future world offering 

new life. In the great vision of the prophet Ezekiel, there was a 

valley of dry, dead bones and in his vision, the spirit, the wind 

and breath of God enters that which is dead and bring life. 

The sign of authentic prophecy was always to offer hope. No 

matter how bad the situation might be; no matter how hopeless 

they felt; no matter how far the people had wandered from 

God, God through his prophet always offered a word of hope for 



the future. At this moment, if you are far from God, God still 

promises to draw near. Jesus offers us life, life in all its fullness. 

These are his words of hope to us. 

Did you notice in our reading these words; " but if we see what 
we hope for, then it is not really hope. For who of us hopes for 
something we see? But if we hope for what we do not see, we 
wait for it with patience."  The writer of Hebrews echoes 
something similar, "To have faith is to be sure of the things we 
hope for, to be certain of the things we cannot see." (Hebrews 
11: 1)  
 
Faith is not about believing in something you can see or touch. If 

like Thomas you could touch the resurrected Jesus, would you 

not believe? Of course you would. But you would do it without 

either faith or hope.  

I want to suggest that this, that the place of faith and hope is an 

uncomfortable place to be. You cannot control what you cannot 

see. The spirit of God blows across the world. We do not know 

from where it has come from or where it is going. To have faith 

is to know we are not in control. It goes against the very grain of 

the logical and rational world in which we live, but it is also why 

we are here. 

What is baptism, if it is not the unseen hand of the spirit of God 

in action? An action we cannot neither understand or explain. 

We know it is about the acceptance and love and forgiveness of 

God, beyond that, we can only come in trust, hope and faith. 

Without the spirit, this act is an empty gesture; to who and for 

what purpose?  

Our reading tells us, it is the spirit who speaks on our behalf 

with God, and without words, helps us to know what to say. It is 

the spirit that searches our hearts and knows us better than we 

know ourselves. It is the spirit that helps us to respond to God.  

Like Thomas, all those generations ago, we want to see Christ, 

touch his wounds and be certain of the things of God. God does 

not work like. God takes away what we hold onto, so that we 

can come to him with a hope that perseveres, and a faith of 

certainty, in the things we cannot see. Amen.  

 


