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Not so much a sermon, but a reflection on a picture. This the 

Rublev icon.  It was created in the 15th century by the Russian 

iconographer, Andrei Rublev, as you can see it depicts the three 

visitors who came to Abraham when he was camped under the 

tree at Mamre. (the story is in Gen. 18)  Abraham greets the 

strangers with generosity and the warm hospitality of his home.  

The writer to the Hebrews makes reference to this story when 

encouraging faithfulness in the community to which he was 

writing:  Let mutual love continue. Do not hesitate to show 

hospitality to strangers, for by doing that some have entertained 

angels without knowing it. (Heb 13:1-2)   In the Ancient Near 

East, the guest is almost regarded as  sacred, and any passing 

stranger, even the member of a hostile tribe, is entitled to 

hospitality. What Abraham did was entirely normal. He did not 

know how important his guests were. Here is God, mixing with 

his creation.  

"The Word became a human being and, full of grace and truth, 

lived among us. We saw his glory, the glory which he received as 

the Father's only Son." (John 1: 14) 

The  icon has been interpreted as a representation of the 

Trinity. That mysterious doctrine of God, who is one and yet at 

the same time is three.  In the Genesis story, the three men 

speak as one, and are described as 'the Lord'. In this icon three 

figures are gathered round a table.  There is a chalice on it with 

a roasted lamb in it, reminding the Christian viewer of 

Communion and the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ, the 

Lamb of God.     

What do you notice about the picture? Have a good look... The 

way in which the three figures are arranged round the table 

leaves open the side closest to us, the viewer, the worshipper.  

So we are invited in, to complete the circle, to be part of that 

community of love offered by the God whom we worship as 

Creator, Redeemer and Sustainer of life. 

Here is a comment made of this icon, "Did you notice the 

beautiful circular movement in the icon of Father, Son, and 

Spirit?  The Son and the Spirit incline their heads toward the 

Father and he directs his gaze back at them.  The Father blesses 

the Son, the Son accepts the cup of sacrifice, the Spirit comforts 

the Son in his mission, and the Father shows he is pleased with 

the Son.  Love is initiated by the Father, embodied by the Son, 

and accomplished through the Spirit." 

I wonder what it say to us? The Church is called into being to be 

a community of people through which the loving purposes of 

God are made visible for the entire world to see.  We are invited 

to share the mission of God in the world, to be joined with God, 

in God’s movement of love, not least among those who are 

most marginalised in our world and to challenge everything in 

our world that is dehumanising, everything that cheapens life 

and makes it expendable.    



We often talk of God’s grace, that which is given yet not 

deserved; of reconciliation, of justice and peace.  The Orthodox 

Church also talks of oiconomia, the word from which we get our 

word ‘economy’ from.  In its theological context that word is 

used to describe the overwhelming generosity of God that spills 

over in forgiveness and mercy into his creation.  His love is so 

great it can only overflow! It is the love that reconciles, the spirit 

that inspires and empowers us, both as individuals and as a 

worshipping community;  his love that works through our 

flawed personalities so that we become part of the divine 

activity.  This dynamic flow of undeserved love is presented to 

us and we are invited to receive it, to allow it to infuse us, and 

having received it, to share it.  Love your neighbour, friend and 

stranger. Love yourself and love even your enemies. 

When it comes to the refugee crisis, we need to keep coming 

back to it, because it is not going away. The Christian Church, if 

it accepts the word of God,  has no option.  The example we are 

given, time and again, is one set by a generous God who deals 

graciously with our flawed humanity in such a way, that we, 

who belong to the community of the Church, are invited to 

share that same spirit of compassion; reaching out, recognising 

the stranger in need, offering hope and hospitality as we are 

able and recognising the humanity we share with others, as the 

same humanity Jesus shared and, conscious that in these 

desperate people we see nothing less than the face of Christ 

himself, crucified and risen.  

Christ who invites us to join him round this open table, where 

death and all that is life-denying and degrading is transformed 

by new life, in the offer of hope, friendship and a home. A 

community where all are welcome and no-one is denied. That is 

the church, living as a sign of love and justice to others and as 

an image of hope to the world.   Amen. 


