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I was listening to a debate recently on radio Scotland where 

they talking about child poverty in Scotland. They said that we  

have one of the worst records of child poverty in the western 

world. It is not that Scotland as a nation is poor, far from it, but 

we live in a nation of inequality.  That inequality is not just 

based on financial poverty but takes in all the other factors that 

go along with it. They commented that in other nations that are 

poorer than Scotland, people actually live longer.  

As a child you have no say into the circumstances in which you 

are born, but they play a huge part in determining your chances 

of getting on in life. One comment made in the discussion, 

which I thought  was hugely important was this, if there is child 

poverty, then there is also family poverty. The reality is, we live 

in a world of need and a world of plenty, both at the same time. 

The apostle Paul, who wrote various letters to the church in 

Corinth, in what is now Greece. In these letters, we now call 

them 1st and 2nd Corinthians, he was asking the people there 

to be generous to the needs of the mother church in Jerusalem. 

And he throws them a bit of a challenge; see the Macedonian 

church, in spite of their poverty, they have been extremely 

generous. These two city were rivals. Paul is here appealing to 

their civic pride. From what I have read, the relationship 

between Paul and the church in Corinth was not great, so he 

does not come at it with the great enthusiasm he had, when he 

started this appeal a year earlier. He is a bit more guarded 

mixing challenge with praise. However, he is sending people 

ahead, just to make sure, they keep their end of the bargain. In 

Paul's mind, is there a possibility, nagging doubt,  that their 

promised gift will not be ready in time! 

This is more than a charity appeal. It is not  comic relief or 

children in need. He was asking for their response, to what God 

had given them. He is asking for  the grace of God, shown to 

them, to be shown to others. They were to be rich in faith and 

love.  

" You know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ; rich as he was, he 

made himself poor for your sake, in order to make you rich by 

means of his poverty" (2 Cor.8v9) 

That is a big theological statement that says something like this, 

God first loved us and he will make us rich enough to be 

generous at all times. Let's be clear about one thing, and that is 

this; this letter was about money, but, we can be generous in 

life in so many other ways. We only need to look around the 

world to see the reality of poverty, and for many people, that 

reality is unfair and I don't have any easy answer to that. I know 

there is enough and I know those who have most, need to be 

generous in what they share with others. I don't think we have 

the will, political or otherwise, to do that at the moment, on the 

national or global stage. There are great individual examples, 

people who give big time of themselves; helping refugees as 



they travel across Europe or working for Médecins Sans 

Frontières/ Doctors Without Borders in hospitals in Syria. 

Did anyone see the program on the rise of foodbanks. It was 

filmed in Dundee. It followed the stories of various individuals 

and families, who for different reason, rely on foodbanks. I think 

foodbanks are a scandal in a country as wealthy as ours.  That is 

not a political statement it is a statement about inequality in 

Scotland.   

In his letter, Paul is encouraging the churches around Corinth in 

a big collection for the people of Judea.  In a sense, it an ancient 

version of Comic relief, without the jokes, or a financial 

foodbank. The bottom line is this and recognised by Paul; there 

are people in need and the church is asked to respond.  

I was thinking, there are phrases in the bible that have become 

well known outside the life of the church and one of them might 

be, God loves a cheerful giver!  The writer is not saying it is 

about having a smile on your face. It is about an inner gratitude 

of what God has given us, and giving back to others, with no 

sense of regret or out of a sense of duty.  

One of the things I experienced in Zambia was sacrificial giving. 

Giving more than could reasonably expected. Paul cites the 

example of the Macedonian church. He was saying, if they can 

do it, you can. I am not sure that is the best motivation. Better 

he talks of giving as a privilege and not a chore.  It is a 

generosity of spirit and love that is asked of us.  

One of the things I have always struggled with is the idea, 

suggested here, that God will always make us rich enough to 

have what we need and then be generous to others. Tell that to 

the world's poor and the refugees crossing Europe at this very 

moment. Easy to say when you have the  money to be 

generous. I am not here talking about Paul, I am thinking about 

myself. Our challenge is what we think we actually need, rather 

than what we want to have.  

In the depth of the human spirit; so often out of despair, 

violence or poverty comes hope.  The hope of refugees in 

seeking a new home for their families, no matter the cost;  the 

smile on the faces of those, who in our eyes have little, 

demonstrating their hope and trust in God, in spite of their 

circumstances.  

Maybe, we can see hope offered, not just in the generosity of 

pence or pounds, but in the difference made where our love 

from God touches the lives of others, in a generosity of spirit, 

compassionate acts and words of peace. Amen. 


