
Bennochy Church: 8th November 2015:  

A poet once said, "History repeats itself. It has to. No one ever 

listens". The nations of the world never listen to history. 

Empires rise and fall. Dictators come and go. Armies clash across 

open fields, years of stagnant warfare in the mud of trenches, 

fingers held on the nuclear button and the world on the brink of 

nuclear devastation holds its breath, there is the war against 

terror and now bombs are dropped remotely by drone aircraft, 

there is no longer eye contact across the open field.  The means 

of war might have changed, but loss of life is a cry that is heard 

across the history of all mankind.  

God is not immune. You might be thinking, that is a strange to 

say. Yet remember this, he commanded his people to destroy 

nations and invade the Promised land. Armies of faith have 

crusaded across the continent to Jerusalem, in the name of God, 

to defeat the infidel, and much of our recent violence in seen in  

the sectarian divisions of Northern Ireland or as a clash of the 

great religions of the world, that so often degenerate into 

violence. You just need to look at Israel - Palestine, God's 

Promised Land today! 

What a different vision is given to us  by Micah. A world which 

does not go to war to sort out its arguments and divisions. It is a 

vision where people live in peace and security, in their own 

place and as a result, no one is afraid.  

Much of our insecurity is based on fear. Fear of the other. 

Different from us. Cultures we do not understand. So we impose 

what we literally believe on others. We are not immune. We 

were part of the colonial powers in Africa that divided a 

continent along our lines. We exported to them our ways of 

believing in God. We have also sought to export our version of 

western democracy. The result, is what is now call Iraq, 

Afghanistan, or at its worst, Libya, a country with no rule of law.  

What a different vision is given to us by Micah. Disputes settled 

not in battle, with displays of aggression and military might, but 

God's spirit hammering swords into ploughs and transforming 

spears into pruning knives. Remember, Israel was a military 

nation. What they had, had been won and lost, through military 

conquest and defeat. 

There are still a few nations today who demonstrate their 

power in huge military parades - it happens in Russia, China and 

North Korea. As we witness thousands of troops marching with 

absolute precision, along with the hardware of war passing 

through grand squares in front of important dignitaries, what 

message is being given to the world? To the watching world, 

what signals are they giving out? What I would add, what are 

they afraid of? The US is still seen as the world's policeman and 

at the moment here in Britain, political parties are having 

discussions about our own nuclear deterrent.  



What a different vision of the world is given to us by the 

prophet Micah. Nations coming to God and being blessed, as in 

the ancient prophecy given by God to Abraham. His teaching 

guiding the ways of humankind. People choosing to walk in the 

paths of the God of Israel in ways of peace and in harmony. We 

will never as a world cry in unison, the world is not like that. We 

are different. It is about different voices coming together in 

harmony and adding to the depth and variety of our difference. 

One voice, many parts.  

The powerful of the world do not understand the power of the 

peace of God. It is faith in God that moves mountains, not a 

demonstration of human power. What are we compared to the 

infinity of cosmos or the eternity of time? Yet, we still seek to 

impose our will on others. That land is ours, we will take it, so 

Russia enters the Ukraine and Israel continues to build new 

settlements and walls in Palestinian land. I wonder, if God really 

wanted his people to enter his promised land as an invading 

army? Did they get God's message wrong? They left Egypt as 

slaves and entered God's land seeking to be the masters of 

other nations.  

In the Old Testament, Israel certainly knew about warfare. They 

were moulded as a people in adversity. A history that continues 

to this day. Victorious under David and Solomon. The high 

points of the ancient kingdom. Exiled to foreign lands by the 

Assyrians and the Babylonians. They knew all about defeat. And 

if you read the Old Testament, is says it all happened by the 

hand of God.  

Maybe Micah is a 'window' of ancient writing that speaks as 

Christ spoke centuries later. He came as the prince of peace. He 

came to usher in the Kingdoms of God, at the head of an army 

of 12 men and some women. He came to bring victory out of 

defeat. He came to bring life out of death. He came to bring a 

peace that passes the understanding, in the violent world of the 

Roman empire.   

The vision of Micah is all about seeing the world with a new 

imagination. Put away the means of war and live in peace with 

others. Cast aside your fear and live in the security of the 

presence of God. It is a good vision. However, in this world, it 

will never be achieved. History repeats itself. It has to. No one 

ever listens. We will fail to listen and each year we will gather to 

remember the fallen. But we hold the vision with hope. We can 

do nothing less. That is what Christ asks of us.  

We will never be any of the great saints or those from modern 

history who have taken the example of Christ onto the world 

stage, in an effort to change it, but, through the power of 

remembrance, and Christ's spirit of peace, we to, can hammer 

the swords and spears of others into instruments of peace, 

justice and compassion. Prophecy has no power, unless we work 

to make it a reality. Amen. 


