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To be a king, you need a Kingdom. But what if this Kingdom is 

not visible to the human eye nor tangible to our touch. Who 

would be king of an invisible Kingdom? If you cannot point to it, 

does its king have any power. If you cannot raise your standard 

on its land, where is its wealth, and its kings authority? How can 

you be a citizen of this place, with no borders?  And in a place 

with no boundaries, how can you belong and say, this is my 

kingdom? 

Pilate called Jesus and said to him, are you the King of the Jews?  

It raises the question, what kind of king did Pilate believe Jesus 

to be? To make any sense of his question, we need to delve into 

Pilate's mind, and wonder, was he thinking about  the rumours  

circulating in Jerusalem surrounding this man standing before 

him. Who were people saying this man was? King of the Jews, 

Messiah or traitor of Rome? Jesus enigmatic response, gives us 

some clues. His challenge to Pilate is this, where does your 

question come from?  

Pilate was of course not a Jew. We cannot and must not view 

this conversation through the prism of a man of faith. He 

probably worshiped the Gods of Rome. We don't know. But his 

knowledge of Jesus and those people called Jews, would have 

been second hand. He says to Jesus, hold on a moment, don't 

accuse me. I am no  Jew and remember, It is your own people  

 

who have handed you over to me. In the classic image of 

washing his hands, Pilate says, It 'wusne' me! No tell me, fill me 

in a bit . Who are you and what have you done to stand accused 

by your own people? 

The accusation that here in the midst of the Roman empire was 

a man who claimed to be King. No Roman governor could allow 

that threat! If the enemies of Jesus were going to get rid of him, 

but better way than a charge of treason, that carried the death 

penalty. But here, Pilate  gives Jesus the opportunity defend 

himself against this charge. 

My kingdom does not belong to this world. He says, if it was, 

you would have a fight on your hands! My followers would rise 

up and defend me. These words are the very opposite of  the 

fear of the authorities and the trumpeted up charge of treason 

from the Jewish leaders. Kings of this world would fight for their 

crown. But his kingdom is not of this world and his fight would 

be against death and evil. His fight would be victory through 

resurrection.  The  battles of those who would follow him would 

be won, not by the sword or the bomb, but by compassion, 

equality and justice.  

Pilate could not get his head around this concept of  a king 

without a kingdom. If not King of the Jews, then king of where 

and of whom? The words of Kingship are placed in the mouth of 



Pilate. "Are you a King then?" A genuine question? A sense of 

frustration? Who knows, but Jesus then turns the tables on 

Pilate and I like to imagine,  catches the Roman governor  off 

guard.  Jesus said, it is you, you are saying I am a king, but, let 

me tell you why I am here. 

Jesus indulges in a bit of lateral thinking. Shift from kingdom, to 

truth. Truth,  in accordance with fact or reality. What is real, if 

you cannot see it? What can be declared a fact, if it cannot be 

proved? Pilate asks, 'what is truth'?  Does he see Jesus as some 

kind of teacher or philosopher? It is not the kind of question you 

ask a man who seeks to challenge the military might of Rome! 

It is an eternal question. We have always asked it. It depends on 

where you are standing. It is from your perspective that you see 

and understand the world and what for you,  truth is.   

Our understanding of truth come from many sources: family 

values, traditions and laws of the land, relationships with other 

people that we rub shoulders with through life, experiences - 

good and bad and ultimately, what we believe, about why we 

are here and what gives meaning to our lives. Pilate was a 

Roman. He did not live in or understand the world of the God of 

Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. No wonder he struggled with the 

truth of Jesus words.  

We understand his truth partly because of history. We know 

some of the story and how it ends. It is a story of new life now, 

and with future promises to come. We recognise the Christ who 

stands in our midst, not just as the man of Calvary or the empty 

tomb, but because in his words and actions, we have 

encountered him in our lives. It was by an empty tomb Mary 

recognised, not the person of Christ, but his voice. After a long 

hard journey travelling with Jesus, two men, finally recognised 

him in the breaking of bread.  

These examples are the truth of a King whose Kingdom is here, 

but yet to be fulfilled. The spirits touch on people's lives that 

says,  it is real. God's vision giving us sight to see what is not yet 

visible, a hope that is  yet to come; but seen in compassion, 

equality and justice in people's lives today. Where there is love, 

there is God.  

What is truth? It is a great question.  It is not just one of faith 

and belief, but of living. It is not a question to be pushed into 

the future. Where is the Kingdom? It lives within us. Where else 

can the spirit of Christ challenges us to ask the question on 

Pilate's lips, and see Jesus, King of Jews, cornerstone of God's 

new Kingdom and the man who by his spirit, is the truth in our 

midst. Amen. 


