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I don't always appreciate John's writing style.  Some of his 

writing is akin to poetry. It is wonderful.  Infused with a sense of 

creativity and  imagination. The best example,  is what is known 

as his 'Prologue'.  Go back home and read the first 14 verses of 

his gospel.  There, in describing the incarnation of God into the 

world in Christ,  he is a genuine 'word smith'.  He has also 

crafted his gospel around the "I am" sayings of Jesus, and in so 

doing, he then  gathers other parts of the life of Christ around 

them.  He builds pictures. This is John at his best.  

However, some of this style can be a bit 'dense'. He is certainly a 

theologian,  and sometimes writes as such.  And in our reading 

this morning,  John's style is highly repetitive. I am going to mix 

my metaphors here. We need to 'dig deep' to get a sense of 

what Jesus is saying,  and to that,  we have to take a 'balcony 

view' of the whole of Jesus prayer that makes up John chapter 

17. The only way to gain perspective,  is to look from above,  

and see the patterns that John has created. 

Jesus begins with himself. If everything else has to flow from 

him,  and that is the pattern of his prayer, then this is the only 

place we can start.  His request to God is, give me glory by your 

presence, that new life may be shared.  That glory then 

'permeates' or 'ripples', through the words of this prayer.  

 

And Jesus is, in the words of John, very upfront with God.  He 

says, I have done my job. I have made you known. They know 

that everything I have, has come from you. So give me the glory, 

the same glory, I had with you before the world was made. This 

man is certainly a theologian. We could take weeks,  trying to 

unpack what these sentences  actually mean.  

What is highly significant is this, the first wave of that glory is to 

those first given by God to Jesus. I am not sure if John is 

referring specifically to the original 12 disciples or maybe a 

wider group of early followers.  I think it is the former. The 

context fits those who first heard the call to follow.  So the focus 

of the prayer is still narrow. These men were given by God,  and 

Jesus is here very protective of them.  They have been part of 

his life for about 3 years. Jesus says, they received my message   

and they have believed.   

I'm not very fond of hugs, but this is a bit like a spiritual hug! 

Now we know, they didn't always get it right, but in this prayer 

Jesus says, I am praying for them and not for the world. At that 

moment in time, the words, the prayer of Jesus,  is just for 

them.  

I get the sense that Jesus is hugely concerned as to what will 

happen when he is no longer there to protect them. He 

recognised their vulnerability. In receiving his message,  they are 

now hated by the world. It is as if he is saying to God, we need 

to do something. We cannot leave them unprotected. If we 



cannot take them out of the world, and that is not their role,  

they are to be sent into the world, then,  God's presence must 

come in a new form. As I leave. The spirit is promised to them.  

It is only at this point that the prayer now widens. It is a bit like 

a funnel that opens up  at the top allowing liquid to be poured 

in. Now, only now does  the prayer encompass everyone else 

who has believed.  And John's readers needed to hear this. 

Whatever is happening to you in life. Whatever persecutions 

you are suffering on behalf of what you believe , this prayer of 

Jesus,  is for you.  If you are feeling vulnerable.  These words are 

for you. If you need protected. Listen to what Jesus is saying. 

You too will share the same glory and as God is one, your 

strength lies in unity,  in order for the glory of God , and God's 

love to be known in the world.   

This  is our part of the prayer. This is where we fit in. Given by 

God and sustained by the same glory and love,  as before the 

world was made. Think about that. The prayer ends with a sense 

of the eternal. From the very beginning of creation, the spirit of 

love was there;  to this promise,  of an everlasting  love, always 

to be made known within creation. This prayer has no end. It 

does not stop at the end of the chapter. It flows into an eternal 

future.  

From our balcony view,  we  can see the pattern of this prayer, 

moulded in spirit and in love. Yet,  we are also part of the 'dance 

of creation'. We look down upon ourselves. We are 

encompassed by these words. They are for us.  

I think John is here trying to give some sense,  or 'body',  to the 

form of God. That interaction of creator, son and spirit, to be 

seen and experienced in the life of those who follow. If God is 

not in Christ, then Christ cannot be in us. And from the very  

beginning of time,  the spirit has been the link in the chain of 

the Trinity, where three becomes one,  and through Christ,  we 

are one with God. John is indeed a theologian 'par excellence'. I 

want to finish with words that offer a similar theology - Rodgers 

and Hammerstein:  

When you walk through a storm 
Hold your head up high 
And don't be afraid of the dark 
At the end of the storm 
Is a golden sky 
And the sweet silver song of a lark 
Walk on through the wind 
Walk on through the rain 
Though your dreams be tossed and blown 
Walk on walk on with hope in your heart 
And you'll never walk alone 
You'll never walk alone 
Walk on walk on with hope in your heart 
And you'll never walk alone  Amen.  
 
 


