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Turn to the person next to you. How many times did Jesus host 

a meal and where were they? Take feedback.  

There are only about three instances in the bible where Jesus 

himself hosts a meal. There is the  improvised feeding of the 

four or  possibly five thousand, where a packed lunch shared,  

encourages others to do the same. There is  the members-only 

upper room Passover over meal,  and finally, there is the  post 

resurrection breakfast on the beach,  for a handful of frustrated 

fishermen.  Other than that, Jesus does not host anyone at his 

table. He doesn't have a table! He is therefore mostly at 

someone else's.  There is a lot in there about hospitality, 

especially to those who have no tables or no food to put on it. 

What does that say to the church today? 

So who hosted Jesus.  Some examples. There is the  story about 

Levi the tax collector  from Capernaum.  He becomes one of the 

12, and we  know him as Matthew, and he throws a great feast 

for Jesus. Who were the Other people invited - more tax 

collectors!  Then there is Zacchaeus from Jericho, famous for 

being up a tree.  He is also a tax collector,  and after his change 

of heart, Jesus invites himself back to Zacchaeus house.  Tax 

collectors were regarded as collaborators with the enemy, as 

they collected tax on behalf of the Roman occupiers. They were  

pretty low down on the popularity states.  

Jesus joined the Pharisees for meals. He didn't exactly get on 

with them.  Understatement! They were part of the religious 

establishment.  However,  I think there was some 'fake news' 

spread about them. They weren't all bad.  In the bible they were 

a useful contrast or foil for Jesus.  Peter's wife feeds him,  and 

he eats in the home of Martha and Mary in Bethany.  The two 

sisters, one does all the work and complains. The other just sits 

around  chatting to Jesus.  Key point. Jesus does not invite. He 

gets invited.  

So when we say we are welcomed to the churches table,  

because Jesus welcomed everyone to his table, we are actually 

on shaky evidential ground.  I want to suggest,  that presents a 

challenge to us , not so much because he is gracious host; he is 

on this occasion,  but because, most of he time, he was a willing 

guest.  

To the church, this offers a challenge of inclusion, because down 

through the centuries we have mistaken ourselves,  as the 'giver 

of the feast'.  Meeting other peoples need,  as we host modern 

day equivalents of the ancient Passover meal, for 'others'.  We 

position ourselves as host. That is the wrong eat to take.  We 

are not hosts extending invitations. We are guests among 

guests. At this meal,  we have not arrived any earlier  than 

anyone else,  and so we have no right to the best seats in the 

house.  



Maybe a good word to try and describe what is happening 

around the table,  is 'mercy'.  That describes the action of God in 

Jesus Christ that has got us here in the first place.  It is 

essentially the story of incarnation, the pitching of the tent of 

God in the midst of humanity and the events of Easter. From 

seeming death comes new life. That is what this table is all 

about. So we need to relinquish any sense of entitlement and 

cease to welcome  strangers as 'others'. To stop playing host,  

and learn to be gracious guests. To replace any sense of power, 

with that of our vulnerability.  

The Passover meal is a story where people gathered around a 

very specific table,  that literally changed history. But Jesus was 

also at pains to stress, what I call the 'tables of community'.  

When he sent out the 72 in Luke chapter 10 he said this; 
6 “When you enter a home, greet the family, ‘Peace.’ If your 

greeting is received, then it’s a good place to stay. But if it’s not 

received, take it back and get out. Don’t impose yourself. 

7 “Stay at one home, taking your meals there, for a worker 

deserves three square meals. Don’t move from house to house, 

looking for the best cook in town. (Luke 10: 6-7) 

What Jesus is talking about is the hospitality of the community. 

It is about going out and being guests, for what better way to 

get to know what is happening,  and learn about people's fears 

and hopes , than around a table, preferably with food on it.  This 

is role reversal. God turning our world upside down.  

We need to sit around other people's tables. To be listening 

guests,  and then work together in partnership, where the needs 

of the community are shared. It is in that context that we can 

bring God to the conversation.  Actually, God is already there. In 

the story of the 72,  Jesus says to his disciples, there is a harvest 

to bring in, so roll up your sleeves,  and get stuck in, and help 

those,  whose table you have been guests.  

If Jesus does invite us around this table. Come,  and receive the 

mercy of God. In leaving this place, let us learn to be guests 

around the tables of our community. It is in that sharing, the 

presence of God will be known.  Amen.  

 


