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Jesus certainly doesn't make it easy, does he! Here we have 

three  would be followers.  The first says, it does not matter 

where you go, l'll be there.  Jesus says, is that right? Do you 

know that accommodation,  is not part of the terms and 

conditions of being a disciple. We don't know his response. Did 

he ever join the journey? If that is not hard, how about this. To a 

man recently bereaved, possibly, Jesus said, 'follow me'. Did he 

not know the man's situation? It seems a reasonable request to 

me, to allow him to go and bury his father, but Jesus in effect 

says, no. The dead, someone else can deal with that. You, go 

and proclaim the Kingdom of God. What choice did he make? 

We will never know. Finally,  a man willing to follow, is not 

allowed to say good bye to his family.  Jesus said, if you keep 

looking back,  you are no use to me.  It all seems a bit harsh, so 

what is going on here?   

It was common for disciples to seek out their own teachers or 

rabbis, like Jesus,  and some teachers sought to repulse 

prospective disciples with enormous demands, for the purpose 

of testing them and acquiring the most worthy.  What we can 

say about Jesus is this; he never induced anyone to follow under 

false pretences.    

Many Palestinians were poor,  but few were actually homeless. 

Here is Jesus, the rabbi, deliberately giving up even his home to 

travel,  and be completely dependent on the hospitably of 

others. Is that what Jesus asks of us?  That is a tough situation to 

put anyone in? I don't know the answer to that.  But Luke 10 

gives us a clue.   Jesus says to his disciples, when you go into the 

local villages, prepare to sit at their tables. At the very least,  we 

need to receive the hospitality of others.  To leave our homes 

and tables and dwell where others live. For the last three years 

of Jesus life, that is what he did.  

The Jewish burial customs are interesting. This passage could be 

interpreted in different ways. It is unlikely that the death of the 

father is recent. Tradition said , in the time of mourning, that is 

the week immediately following the death, during which time 

the burial would have already taken place, family members 

would not be outside their homes talking to the like of Jesus. 

But a year after the original burial, the bones would be reburied 

in a special box,  in a slot in the wall of the tomb. This is 

probably the burial referred to here.  

Either this is a year after the original death,  or more likely, the 

man is asking for a delay, of up to a year. He wants to put off 

following Jesus! We have all been there, putting off major 

decisions and maybe hoping they will just go away.  Maybe even 

Jesus will forget his call on us!  

Or, the father is not actually dead, not even nearly dead, but the 

man is saying, after it eventually happens,  I will come and 

follow you. Promise. That will be right! How many promises 

have we made like that?  There are crucial moments in life, 



when a decision needs to be made. If it is not made then. It will 

never be made at all. The moment will has passed and be lost 

forever. For us as a congregation,  there will be  tough decisions 

to be made, sooner rather than later. Much sooner.   

One of the eldest sons most important responsibilities was to 

bury his father. Jesus demand here seems to place him above 

family responsibility, and to many, that would sound like heresy. 

Honouring your father and mother was held up as one of the 

greatest commands of the law of Moses. Here the words of 

Jesus are radical,  and seem,  on the face of it,  to break this 

commandant.  The call to follow is radical. It is not normal. It is 

not what we actually want to do! To use another image of Jesus. 

We would rather take the easy, wide road, than the narrow 

road of discipleship.  

To plough properly, in a straight line, means keeping your eye 

on the path of the furrow, otherwise it would go crooked. It is 

bit like always looking back and living in the past. The good old 

days. How we have all reminisced about the glory days.  If we 

relived them, I think we would find the image more tarnished 

than we would like. This man is not allowed to even say good 

bye. Jesus is not being cruel, for unlike Elijah who allowed Elisha 

to bid farewell, the call of Jesus is seen as more radical than the 

call of the prophet.  

From these words what we can say about Jesus is this; he was 

upfront and he was  honest. If the call is as demanding,  then 

journey must be worth it! Why else would we bother following 

him? 

That call is going to be tested. As a congregation we have some 

tough times ahead. We are going to have to make some tough 

choices, but that is what discipleship is all about. 

It is about depending on the hospitality of others. To have faith 

in what we might receive, and not trusting what we have.  

it is for now, not putting it off to sometime in the future. Faith is 

about hope for today.  

And discipleship, is not about looking back, but in faith,  looking 

to the future.  

Jesus Christ, the same, yesterday, today and forever. Amen.  

 


