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What do you notice about the Old Testament story from 

Genesis.  Anything catch your eye? What you think that story is 

actually about? Why is it included in the bible at all?   

I think it was last year, the Presbytery of Kirkcaldy had a day 

retreat in St Margaret's church in Glenrothes and our speaker 

was John Bell. John has written and adapted many of the songs 

in CH4. He shared some passages with us. This was one of them. 

He asked us a similar question. His response, was not one I 

would have thought of.  

In this story, and indeed  most  of the early stories of God's 

people; the main characters are all old people! That is what he 

said. The main characters are all old people. And not only that. 

God chooses to use old people, to do something new! Ever 

noticed that? Now what does that say to the church today? God 

chooses to use old people, to do something new. 

At the very beginning of his journey, in response to the call of 

God, Abraham we are told was  75 years old.  For his day, that 

was truly ancient. When Isaac is born, and he became a dad, he 

around a 100. Imagine that. The chores of parenthood at that 

age!  

To set our Old Testament passage  in context,  we need to know 

some of the background.  Prior to the stories of Isaac's birth, 

Abraham and his nephew Lot , had a disagreement about land 

and grazing rights. They has too many animals to stay together,  

so they decided to go their separate ways. Abraham stays in 

Canaan,  and Lot, looking at the good pastures of the Jordan 

valley,  ends up camping near Sodom. 

 In Genesis chapter 18, there is an encounter between Abraham 

and God,  where Abraham pleads on  behalf of city of Sodom, 

where the people we are told 'sinned against the Lord'  and two 

angels, 'messengers',  are sent by God  to rescue Lot and his 

family, before the city is destroyed. That is the back ground to 

the story.  

Many cultures respect the wisdom of age. Ours is not one of 

them. Wisdom of age is hidden by a perception of vulnerability. 

Our lives are driven by technology and speed.  Advertising is 

aimed at the young.  So if you are not so nimble of foot and 

brain, you can be left behind, ignored or isolated. If I have got 

that wrong, let me know! 

In the early stories of God.  People of an 'older age',  are striving 

to seek  the ways of God.  These are stories of wisdom, risk, 

vision, struggle and faith.  How old was Moses when he died, 

after he had led the people of God across the desert for 40 

years; he was a hundred and twenty. I am not trying to say 

these ages are correct or accurate, but is it not worthwhile,  

looking at how these people are portrayed,  who accepted the 

challenges they faced,  in a far more daunting world than ours.  

They got on with following God.  



I repeat, the question, what does that say to the church today? 

We are an older community, mostly,  and we see that as totally 

negative. Yes there are things we can no longer do,  but maybe 

we need to begin to change our focus,  not just on what we 

don't have, because that is where we tend to start, but on what 

we are still able to do.   

It was Peter Neilson who used the image of being in the slip 

stream of God, where faith is the art of the impossible,  and 

impossible is where God begins! That is where we are. With 

faith, vision is about seeing the impossible and discerning the 

next steps,  and that has nothing to do with how old we are. The 

model of how we do church might have to change, and even if 

our steps are slightly slower, the journey of faith will continue.  

I suspect that most people would remember the part of the 

story where  Lot's wife is turned into a pillar of salt.  They were 

told not to look back, but she could not resist the temptation  

and was turned to salt. Maybe she was just  a mother, checking 

that her daughters has got away safely. There is seemingly a 

geographical feature called Lots wife. It is a pillar of salt near the 

dead sea.  At that depth, the lowest point on earth, about 400m 

below sea level, in the hot conditions, salt will easily form as the 

water is evaporated.  I had been there and floated on the Dead 

Sea.  

 I think we need to use this story as a metaphor. Remember the 

words of Jesus, I spoke about this just a few weeks ago.  He did 

not allow people who wished to follow him,  to go and say good 

bye to their family. He said to them, you are no use to me, if you 

want to look back.  If you are ploughing a field, you need to look 

straight ahead. 

We are always tempted to look back, to days when life seemed 

simpler. In the church, we do it all the time. We look back to 

larger worship attendance, hundreds in the Sunday school,  who 

gathered on buses or trains for the annual trip. The Lord's 

prayer was recited in schools. Days when the church was 

treated with greater respect.  

Even if all things were true, those days are gone, never to be 

reclaimed or repeated. They are now only memories. Now we 

need to look forward, to what lies ahead. In  faith, to run the 

straight race, into the unknown. With trust,  to plough a straight 

furrow,  and not to look back.  If that seems hard, and it is, 

remember, the impossible is where God begins.  As a 

congregation,  and as a church,  we need to hold onto that.  

It is not always about what we do, it is about how we listen. At 

the tables of our communities, discerning the presence and the 

work of God,  and then joining in. To that, age is no barrier. To 

Jesus Christ, who is the same yesterday, today and forever, 

Amen.  


