
Bennochy church 18th August 2019 

Today we scratch the surface of the mysterious book of 

Revelation. This is the third and last of the 'John Bell' passages,  

from last year's Presbytery retreat.   

Have you ever thought, what the community is saying about 

Bennochy church? What are the rumours going around, being 

chatted across garden  fences, "have you heard..." or in pubs 

and schools. When people sit to get their hair done, gather to 

get their prescriptions, meet in doctors surgeries and local 

shops, what is the gossip that is circulating about the church, 

"you'll never believe what I have heard...". It does not whether 

these rumours are  true or not? The important thing is, what are 

people saying about us,  and what we do as a church? If it is a 

deafening silence, then as a faith community we are invisible,  

and we are in big trouble. 

When people look from the outside in, what do they see? 

Sometimes it is simply what they want to see.  We all have 

opinions that are biased, and our sight is often blinkered. In 

spite of the truth,  we see something else. We are influenced by 

other peoples experiences and stories and what the media is 

saying about the church. How it is portrayed on the TV.  We 

can't do much about that, but,  is what people see of us, the 

same as what we think people are seeing.  Is our image of 

ourselves, whatever that is, the same as their image of us. That 

is important. Because if they do not match, then we are 

stumbling in the dark and not making connections with our 

community. 

I am deliberately using the word 'rumour', because these 

community stories,  are being shared by people who are not 

here,  and truth depends on your perspective. Where you are 

starting from and what way you are looking. It is very difficult to 

change rumours, they tend to take on a life of their own, but it 

is important to know what they are and what are people saying 

about us? We cannot build relationships,  and community, in a 

vacuum, and the only way to hear the rumours, is to walk our 

streets and meet our people. Maybe then,  we can begin to  

change, some of  the  'rumours'. 

I was thinking, if Kirkcaldy Bennochy church had found its way 

into the list of churches in Revelation chapters two and three, 

what would the writer say about us. What if we invited 

members of the community in to just observe what we do and 

how we live as church, I wonder what they would say to us? I 

hope they would be honest. What would their observations be,  

and what would we learn from them? 

Opening ourselves to outside scrutiny is not easy. How did the 

churches of Ephesus and Smyrna through to Laodicea react 

when they first read or heard these words? If it is all positive, 

great, no problems. We can feel good about ourselves, but if it 

is in any way critical of us, it is so easy to go on the defensive. 



"Ah, but...", "well you see it is like this...", "you just don't 

understand...".  

For example, to the church in Sardis, in chapter three, verse 

one, the writer says,  you have a reputation of being alive, even 

though you are dead! That's not good. Even worse, to the 

church at Laodicea, chapter three, verse 16; you are lukewarm, 

neither hot nor cold, I am going to spit you out of my mouth! 

That's graphic! What's your reaction to these comments? You 

have the  impact of these hard hitting statements, or maybe 

relief, because  after all, he is  talking about someone else.  It is 

difficult to hear criticism. We don't like it.  

It is very difficult to create, what I will call community 'spaces'. 

Safe places for listening. Safe, because these are spaces with no 

no ones agendas. They are for storytelling and sharing concerns. 

They are about hearing the rumours and offering our side of the 

story. Our side is God's story, yet it is a story with no edges or 

boundaries, because it encompasses, literally the whole world,  

"God loved the world so much.." and that includes the concerns 

of our community. We share that story by first of all listening,  

and that is not easy. Our temptation, "Let me tell you all that we 

are doing  for the community...". 

The book of Revelation is all about images and symbols. After 

all, the end of the world is not easy to describe. It also makes an 

assumption, that people listening have a 'God agenda'. What I 

mean by that is this; they accept that God is an active agent in 

the world. That is no longer the case, and as such,  the meaning 

of these images and symbols will not be understood.  

In the places where the communities of faith and world meet, 

our listening may open up opportunities,  to explore and to 

explain the images and symbols of our faith. I think that will 

begin to break down the barriers,  where rumours begin.  

We need to create a sense of understanding,  where we are 

coming from as a church,  and help people to journey in our 

world of mystery and miracle. We need to begin conversations, 

share stories, out of which we will work in partnership on 

common concerns and,  hopefully,  change  the rumours.  

Amen.  

 

 


