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We lose things all the time. Well at least I do. Anne will tell you 

what I normally loose - number one on the list,  is... my  mobile 

phone, closely followed by,  my wallet or the  car keys. What is 

on your list? What do you normally loose? Tell the people 

around you.  "When did you last have them" , Anne says. "When 

did you last see them"  If I knew that,  they wouldn't be lost!  

Jacket and trouser pockets are searched. The stairs are climbed 

numerous times to check upstairs. Just in case. And there they 

are - just where I left them! Once they are found, if not 

rejoicing,  there is great sense of relief.  

Luke chapter 15 is all about losing things. Earlier on we talked 

about coins. But Jesus also talked  sheep and even a lost son. 

Did you know there is a lost sheep in the building? He is now 

found! God rejoices. 

How did all this talk of lost things begin? Well, Jesus always 

attracted a bit of attention but what he said and what he did. 

He tended to break the conventions of the day. Some of the 

high 'heed yins' were grumbling. See that man over there, he 

welcomes the people we have nothing to do with,  and even, 

wait for it, he even eats with tax collectors! I don't know any tax 

collectors, but we are all aware of people today, who live with 

social stigma, because of what they do and the life style they 

lead. These are the people Jesus would be eating with.  

In Jesus day, there were religious rules that certain people 

followed. Some of them were about who you were allowed to 

eat with. People expected Jesus, who was seen as a rabbi,  to do 

the same, but, and this is the important bit,  as in lots of stories 

about Jesus, he broke the rules 

And here is where the parables of the lost come in. Remember a 

parable conveys its  meaning by use of comparison.  It 'throws 

together' two things side by side.  What is actually happening. 

Here the rejection of outcasts and tax collectors, with a story or 

a picture. Jesus says let me tell you about  a shepherd who lost 

his sheep,  and a woman who lost one of her ten silver coins.    

What connects all these is stories is this,  the lost item is 

valuable. If it was not valuable, the shepherd would have said 

something like this, I have ninety nine sheep, forget the one that 

is lost. I don't need that one. I am not going to expend any time 

or effort finding it. If we lose a few bits of loose change, we 

don't tend to turn the house upside down looking for the coins. 

Do you? I need my phone, wallet and car keys. That is why it is 

important I find them. "When did you last have them?" 

To the grumbling 'high heed yins', Jesus is saying everyone is 

valuable.  That is the point. Not just those who follow your 

religious laws. The thing is, God goes out of his way to find that 

which is lost. The house is turned upside down. There is a bit of 

an effort going on here.  It is not a cursory glance. God's out in 

the fields. Giving up time to look for that sheep. God does not 



give up till the lost is found. It all makes a bit more sense when 

Jesus moves onto the story of the lost son. But that story is for 

another day. 

I don't know if these stories were actually told one after the 

other, as recorded, or deliberately grouped together by Luke,  in 

response to the grumblings of the religious authorities. Would 

you not liked to have been there,  to witness their response? I 

would. I think it would have been one of indignation and anger. 

How dare he go against the laws of God. Are you greater than 

Moses?  

The words of Luke don't really  convey the dynamic  of the 

conversation and the emotion of the debate. In those parts of 

the conversation that are not recorded; and Luke didn't feel he 

had to, people then would have understood, we have lost a lot 

of the historical baggage and religious sub plot. These are not 

friendly chats around an open fire with a dram in hand. This is 

robust theology,  about who are the real children of God. 

It is not about religious heritage or conventions. Jesus is saying, 

you cannot simply be born into the family of God. It doesn't 

work like that. You might be descended from Abraham. So 

what! 

So what makes God rejoice? One lost person,  found by God. 

God the shepherd finds the sheep and God the woman, finds 

the coin. That went against everything they believed. God didn't 

come and find you, they were already God's,  as the 

descendents of Abraham. It also goes against much of what we 

understand of God. If the choice to believe is ours, it is still God 

who is the finder. Think about that. It is still God who is the 

finder. 

Love does not wait. It seeks out the lost. God is active.  

In rejoicing, God accepts.  

If every picture tells a story, then maybe we need to ask this, 

does God seek out even those,  who do not wish to be found. Is 

that the length, the breath and the depth,  of the love of God. 

Amen.  

 


