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Case information 

 
 
Case ID 300041167 
File Reference Digital  
Name of Site  Bennochy Parish Church, Elgin Street, Meldrum Road, 

Kirkcaldy 
Postcode (if any) KY2 5HR 

 
Local Authority Fife Council  
National Grid 
Reference 

NT 27634 92476 

Designation Type Listed Building  
Designation No. and 
category of listing 
(if any) 

 
N/A 

Case Type Designation 
 

 
Received/Start Date 29/10/2019  
Decision Date 24/01/2022 

 
1. Decision  

 
An assessment using the selection guidance shows that the building does not meet 
the criteria of special architectural or historic interest. The decision is not to list the 
building.  
 
2. Designation Background and Development Proposals

 
 
2.1 Designation Background 
 
There is no previous review of this building for listing.  
 
2.2 Development Proposals 
 
There are no known development proposals. 
 
3. Assessment  
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3.1 Assessment information 
 
We received a proposal to designate Bennochy Parish Church on 29/10/2019.  
 
We visited Bennochy Parish Church on 15/01/2020.  
 
We saw the exterior and interior of the church and church halls.  
 
3.2 Assessment of special architectural or historic interest 
 
We did not find the building to meet the criteria for listing. 
 
We carried out an assessment using the selection guidance to decide whether a site 
or place is of special architectural or historic interest. See Annex A.  
 
The listing criteria and selection guidance for listed buildings are published in 
Designation Policy and Selection Guidance (2019), Annex 2, pp. 11-13, 
https://www.historicenvironment.scot/designation-policy. 
 

 
 
Dara Parsons 
Head of Designations 
Heritage Directorate  
Historic Environment Scotland 
 
Contact  Mark D. Scott, Designations Officer  

mark.scott@hes.scot, 0131 668 0316   
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ANNEX A  
Assessment of special architectural or historic interest 

 
 
1. Building name 
 
Bennochy Parish Church, Elgin Street, Meldrum Road, Kirkcaldy  

 
 
2. Description and historical development  
 
2.1 Description 
 
A free-standing church built in a simplified late-modern style with an irregular 
octagonal plan. It was built for the Church of Scotland between 1976-77 to the 
designs of architect Marcus Johnston (Shearer & Annand). It replaced an earlier 
church of 1908, which was demolished in 1975 after a serious fire. The adjoining 
church halls to the north date to the 1930s. The church is located within a residential 
suburb to the north of Kirkcaldy town centre and is situated on the corner of Elgin 
Street and Meldrum Road. It is currently (2022) in use as a place of worship. 
 
The main (south) elevation is double-height and symmetrically arranged with angled 
outer bays rising to a rectangular central bay. The outer bays each have five small, 
square-headed window openings, with plain surrounds and oversized lintels. The 
flat-roofed central porch is lower with angled outer walls rising diagonally above the 
eaves towards the central bay, which has a two-leaf timber and glass door framed by 
panels of vertical green tiles and a timber canopy above.  
 
The east and west elevations comprise full-height glazed walls with a deep timber 
soffit to the horizontal eaves. To the north end of the nave are projecting round 
towers with conical slate roofs over narrow clerestory windows.  
 
The walls are clad in snecked cream-coloured Fyfestone with a projecting base 
course. The octagonal-plan roof is piended and clad in corrugated metal, with a 
latticework fleche over the central apex, topped by a simple cross. The windows are 
a mix of uPVC replacements and single glazed fixed timber casements. The glazed 
wall to the west has a diamond-shaped glazing pattern with stained glass by 
Leadline Studio, added in 2010. 
 
A roughly L-plan range of halls and ancillary accommodation dating from 1931 
adjoins the north (rear) elevation, extending to the north and west. These largely 
have pitched and slated roofs. The thee-bay west elevation has a double-height, 
gable-fronted hall projecting to the north end. This has a segmental-headed doorway 
to the centre and a tudor-arched window above with plate tracery and flanking 
square-headed, bipartite windows. The walls are largely snecked buff sandstone with 
polished ashlar dressing, angled buttresses and skews, stone mullions and hood 
mouldings. The four-bay north elevation is rendered. The leaded glass windows 
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have been replaced by modern casements (2010) throughout this west range. The 
east range is single-storey and projects northwards, with smooth rendered walls, 
piended slate roofs and timber sash and case windows. 
 
The interior of the church comprises an open-plan with a raised area to the north, a 
single-storey entrance vestibule to the south, and a prayer room and vestry in the 
round towers to the northeast and northwest. The ancillary range (1931) is 
interconnected to the north and contains two large halls, a smaller hall, meeting 
rooms, a kitchen and toilets. The internal layout and detailing have remained largely 
unchanged since the present church was built in the 1970s. 
 
The interior has exposed buff-brick walls, decorative stained-glass windows to the 
east and west and a pine-clad ceiling which rises to an apex towards the centre. The 
north end is stepped slightly and has a wide timber and concrete communion table, a 
raised timber pulpit accessed by a small wooden stair, a timber lectern and a timber 
font. A pipe organ projects from the north east wall. The nave has rows of fixed 
timber pews. The flooring is a mix of fitted carpet and wooden tiles with darker 
contrasting bands and ceramic tiled sections. The lighting is triangular pendant 
lights, with some later strip lighting inserts (2010). There are memorial plaques in the 
entrance vestibule. The interior of the halls and ancillaries to the north largely date 
from the later 20th century.  
 
A low perimeter wall with iron railings and entrance gates with simplified scrollwork 
detailing, bound the site to the south and west. These appear to date from 1908. The 
perimeter wall to the east is coped and constructed of course rubble sandstone and 
is partially harled. The boundary to the north is brick-built and appears to date from 
the late 20th century.    
 
2.3 Historical development  
 
Originally known as St John's Parish Church, the congregation formed in 1899 as an 
extension of Kirkcaldy Old Parish Church (listed category B LB36317) and they met 
at the newly built Caledonian Mills located on Prime Gilt Box Street. A purpose-built 
church was constructed in 1908 to hold the growing population from the nearby 
factories and workers accommodation.  
 
Saint John’s Parish church is first shown on Ordnance Survey Map (revised 1913) 
published 1920, at this time the church was on the outskirts of the town. During the 
1920s additions were made by Williamson, transepts and chancel. The halls, which 
remain today, were built in a matching style and were opened in October 1931 (Fife 
Free Press, & Kirkcaldy Guardian, October 1931 p.1). These additions are shown on 
Ordnance Survey Map (Revised: 1949 to 1953) published 1955.  
 
In 1975 an arsonist destroyed St John’s Parish Church (Fife Free Press, December 
1975 p.1). The replacement church was built on the same site and was opened on 
10 September 1977 and incorporated the earlier halls.  
 

http://www.historicenvironment.scot/


 

 
www.historicenvironment.scot   
Historic Environment Scotland, Longmore House,  
Salisbury Place, Edinburgh, EH9 1SH 

 Historic Environment Scotland 
Scottish Charity No. SC045925 
VAT Number: GB 221 8680 15 

5 
 

 
The footprint of the present church (2022) is thought to have remained largely 
unaltered since it was built in the mid-1970s. The sanctuary of the church has 
remained largely unchanged since this time, except for the insertion of a stained-
glass window in 2010 and the installation of new lighting. The church halls have 
been incrementally altered to meet the needs of the congregation.  
 
Bennochy Parish Church was formed in March 2010 with the merging of Saint 
Andrew’s with Saint John’s. ‘The Unification Window’ in the sanctuary 
commemorates this.  

 
 
3. Assessment of special architectural or historic interest  
To be listed a building must be of ‘special architectural or historic interest’ as set out 
in the Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) (Scotland) Act 1997.  To 
decide if a building is of special interest for listing we assess its cultural significance 
using selection guidance which has two main headings – architectural interest and 
historic interest (see Designation Policy and Selection Guidance, 2019, Annex 2, pp. 
11-13). 
The selection guidance provides a framework within which judgement is exercised in 
reaching individual decisions. The special architectural or historic interest of a 
building can be demonstrated in one or more of the following ways. 
 
3.1 Architectural interest 

The architectural interest of a building may include its design, designer, interior, plan 
form, materials, regional traditions, and setting and the extent to which these 
characteristics survive. These factors are grouped under two headings: 
 
3.1.1 Design  
 
The original church was built in 1908. Its design reflected the traditional architectural 
forms favoured by the Established Church at the time, as it was stone-built in a late-
gothic style with influences of the Arts and Crafts movement. The associated halls to 
the rear, which date from the 1930s, were built in a matching style. They are the only 
remaining parts of the earlier church and have no special interest in terms of their 
design. 
 
Dating from 1976, the design of the present church displays simple geometric forms 
and paired back detailing. These are characteristics typical of modern church 
architecture that was first developed in the early post-war period from the 1950s 
onwards. This change in design was brought about by a combination of liturgical 
reforms, Modernist architectural planning and the availability of new materials and 
became widespread by the 1970s.  
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The design of Bennochy Parish Church is typical of many late-modern churches that 
were built after the initial experimental phase in church architecture. It is modest in 
terms of its scale, overall architectural ambition and use of materials. The use of the 
exposed brickwork to the interior and the large pyramidal roof is a typical feature of 
church design of this period. Overall, the interior uses paired-back, good-quality 
finishes but this is not unusual or innovative for churches of this time. 
 
The irregular shape and open nature of the building’s plan form reflects the earlier 
innovations made in the 1960s. The plan form at Bennochy is characteristic of 
churches of this date and is therefore not considered to be of special interest under 
this heading.   
 
Bennochy Parish Church has remained largely unaltered since the present church 
was constructed in the mid-1970s. The building retains much of its mid-to-late 20th 
century character, however, in architectural terms it is not considered a distinctive or 
innovative example for its date or type. 
 
3.1.2 Setting 
  
Located within a suburb to the north of Kirkcaldy town centre, Bennochy Parish 
Church occupies a corner site within a predominantly residential area of late 19th and 
early 20th century two-storey terraces.  
 
The church is set within its own landscaped grounds and much of its immediate 
setting remains unchanged. The early 20th century boundary features are retained, 
and the original 1930s halls are linked to the north, providing a contrast to the style 
of the main church. The visual relationship between the church and terraced rows of 
stone-built, former workers houses remains legible. However, the character of the 
wider setting has been altered by pockets of late-20th and early 21st century 
development. Combined with the demolition of the former nearby linen mills, on 
Katherine Street to the east, the area is now largely post-industrial in character.  
 
The present church is modest in terms of its scale and character, reflecting the 
contextual design principals of the late-modern period. It is partly obscured by 
mature trees and cannot be described as contributing strongly to the visual character 
of the streetscape. The urban context of Bennochy Parish Church is comparable to 
many other churches of various dates across Scotland and therefore has no special 
interest under this heading.  
 
3.2 Historic interest 
 
Historic interest is in such things as a building’s age, rarity, social historical interest 
and associations with people or events that have had a significant impact on 
Scotland’s cultural heritage. Historic interest is assessed under three headings: 
 
3.2.1 Age and rarity 
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The older a building is, and the fewer of its type that survive, the more likely it is to 
be of special interest. Bennochy Parish Church was built in 1976 and linked to the 
church halls of the earlier church. It therefore cannot be considered of interest in 
terms of its age.  
 
Churches are a prolific building type and can be found throughout Scotland. Those 
dating from the post-war period are not rare and a significant number survive and 
remain in use as places of worship. Those that display innovation in terms of their 
design, retain much of their early character, or are notable for their socio-historic 
interest, may be listed.  
 
There is some interest in Bennochy (St John’s) being a replacement for an earlier 
church. More commonly, churches built after the Second World War were associated 
with new housing estates, either built as part of the expansion of existing towns, or 
the creation of whole new towns. Glenrothes is a good representative example of 
this kind of post-war development in Fife, where there are three listed churches 
dating from the 1950s to 1960s.  
 
The rebuilding of churches on the same site is not unusual and was particularly 
common during the 1950s when many new churches were built to replace those lost 
or damaged during World War Two. As a late example of a post-war church, 
Bennochy cannot be considered a notable or rare example of its type. It is therefore 
not of special interest under this heading. 
 
3.2.2 Social historical interest 
  
All churches have a degree of social historical interest; however, they are a prolific 
building type that can be found in every community. Built as a replacement for an 
earlier fire damaged church, Bennochy is of social historical interest to the local 
community which reflects the changes of worship within Kirkcaldy.  
 
3.2.3 Association with people or events of national importance  
 
There is no association with a person or event of national importance. 

 
4. Summary of assessment  
 
In our current state of knowledge Bennochy Parish Church, Kirkcaldy does not meet 
the criteria of special architectural or historic interest for the following reasons: 
 

• It is a late example of modernist church that conforms to the conventions of 
church layout and planning favoured by the Church of Scotland during the 
post-war period.  

• Modernist post-war churches are not a rare building type, a large number 
were built across Scotland, many early examples survive. 
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• There is some interest in the phasing of the church and the juxtaposition of 
the 1930s church halls and the 1970s sanctuary, however this is not unusual 
for a church of this date.  

• Bennochy is typical of its period in architectural terms, particularly the plain 
materials and simplicity of detailing. Many surviving post-war churches have a 
greater level of design interest. 

• In terms of materials, plan form and construction, it is a typical example of the 
period with modest architectural expression and no innovation. 

 
5. Category of listing  

 
 
Once a building is found to be of special architectural or historic interest, it is then 
classified under one of three categories (A, B or C) according to its relative 
importance. While the listing itself has legal weight and gives statutory protection, the 
categories have no legal status and are advisory. They affect how a building is 
managed in the planning system.  
 
Category definitions are found at Annex 2 of Designation Policy and Selection 
Guidance (2019) https://www.historicenvironment.scot/designation-policy. 
 
5.1 Level of importance 
 
N/A 
 
6. Other Information 

 
 
N/A 
 
7. References 

 
 
Canmore: http://canmore.org.uk/ CANMORE ID 304635  
 
Maps 
 
Ordnance Survey (revised: 1894, published 1896) National Grid Map XXXV.NE  
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