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Musings from the Manse 

Dear Friends, 

I can hardly believe it is just around 4 months since my induction to St. John’s. Already, I 

feel well settled into living in Kirkcaldy and very much at home with my new church 

family. I am especially grateful for the genuinely warm welcome that I have received 

from so many people. St. John’s radiates a wonderful sense of caring community, that a 

number of visitors to our church have also noticed. A church does not become a caring 

community of faith by accident. It takes time and intention, time and effort spent getting 

to know others, sharing in life’s joys and sorrows in the name of Christ. 

The Psalmist once remarked “How good and pleasant it is when kindred live together in 

unity.” (Psalm 133:1) This sense is summed up in one word in the New Testament: 

koinonia which means living in community and communion. In the early Christian 

church that we read about in Acts, koinonia meant the family fellowship established and 

expressed in the church’s life. 

As a newcomer, I have already observed many different ways in which this sense of 

fellowship is lived out at St. John’s. As I have moderated the Kirk Session, I have been 

struck by the sense of family that exists. Like any family, we do not always share the 

same views — just as well too! - I am glad to hear not only similar and differing opinions 

expressed during our discussions, but also at the end of the day, a willingness to move 

forward together. One concept that we are just beginning to explore is the formation of 

teams made up of elders and members who share a common interest in particular areas of 

the church’s life and work. 

We are already an active community of faith and I have been impressed to hear of so 

many acts of caring — telephone calls, cards, flowers or visits to people who are not in 

the best of health, facing bereavement or other difficult times. 

We have welcomed visitors in our midst including the children of the North Primary 

School for their Easter service. It was lovely to see so many of our members at the 

service supporting the youngsters. 

In the near future, we will explore other ways of sharing in fellowship together through 

prayer and bible study. I am interested to hear your ideas. 

The make-up of any community changes over time, presenting new challenges and 

opportunities. I have no doubt that God has great plans for us. I am excited to share with 

you in moving forward in faith. 

May God bless us in our work together. 

Nicola 



Taekwondo Club 

St. John’s Taekwondo Club kicked off on Friday 30th April with classes at 7.30 pm, and 

8.30 p.m. taught by our minister. Nicola, who is a degree black belt and a qualified 

instructor with the World Traditional Taekwondo Union, teaches the Songahm style of 

Taekwondo which is practiced by over 300,000 people worldwide. St. John’s has the 

distinction of founding the first Songahm Taekwondo Club in Scotland. New students are 

always welcome to come along on Friday evenings (min. age 7 years). 

 

History of St. John’s Church 

Copies of this booklet are still available. The initial print-run of 100 books was quickly 

sold out. A further supply has been made possible, some of which have been sold, some 

of which remain for sale at £3 per copy. 

The History of St. John’s — and the CD Rom containing copies of the Echoes Newsletter 

over the years — will be available in the vestibule of the church from 6th June. 

The writing of the History was not seen as a fund-raising exercise, but it is gratifying to 

report that the sum of £377 has been given so far to church funds. 

 

CHOIR 

Since January we have been busy learning lots of new hymns and songs, which have been 

introduced into our worship over the past few months. We have found this to be 

challenging, but also very rewarding. So it is now time to take a well-earned rest until 

September from Thursday evening practices. 

Thanks are due to the members of the Choir for their loyalty and support at Choir 

Practices and at Sunday Worship. 

Brian A Booth, Organist 

 

MEN’S ASSOCIATION, BOWLING SECTION 

We have just completed another Indoor Bowling session. While we would like a lot more 

members, we have a good loyal group of bowlers, men and women who enjoy the game 

and companionship — with a cup of tea and a biscuit of course. 

We go outdoors at Gallatown Park Bowling Green from Monday, 3rd May at 6 p.m. Our 

challenge match with Leven Parish Church is on 21st June, home and 23rd June away at 

Sconnie. Come and join us. 

J. Christie, Convener 

 



TREASURER’S REPORT     Brian A Booth, Treasurer 

Detailed below is an abbreviated form of the Budget for 2004, which was included in our 

Financial Statement for 2003. The budget shows an estimated deficit of £8,770 for 2004. 

 

BUDGET 2004 

EXPENDITURE     £  £ 

Local Ministry      32,565 

Mission and Wider Work    11,028 

Local Congregational Purposes   24,395 

Total Expenditure       67,988 

 

INCOME 

Offerings      50,330 

Other Ordinary General Income   8,888 

Total Income        59,218 

DEFICIT        £8,770 

 

It is the Board’s duty to create and maintain among the members of the Congregation a 

commitment to the provision, by regular giving, of sufficient income to meet the costs, 

and to take all necessary and appropriate measures to that end. Both the Congregational 

Board and the Finance Committee are discussing the estimated deficit of £8,770 for this 

year. Further details of plans to reduce the deficit either by Christian Giving or Fund 

Raising, will be available in the near future. On behalf of the Congregational Board, I 

wish to thank you once again for your continued financial support and encouragement. 



JESUS IS IN CONTROL 

 

I’ve got things in control, 

You may not think so, 

But I’ve got things in control. 

 

Your Self, Your Life is mine to own, 

I’ve got things in control. 

In your troubles, in your strife,  

I’ve got things in control,  

Yes, Jesus, If you let him  

Has got things in control. 

 

So Sinner come to Him, 

Let Jesus be in Control. 

In your troubles and your strife, 

Let Jesus be in Control. 

Your Self, Your life is His to own, 

For Jesus is in Control. 

 

Missionary Partner — Tony McLean Foreman 

A letter of thanks was sent to members of St. John’s Church, very appreciative of the 

welcome and hospitality given on the occasion of his last visit here. Our thanks also to 

the Women’s Group for scheduling their meeting of 16th March as an Open Meeting for 

the visit. We wish him well as he leaves World Mission for pastures new. 

 

St. John’s Guild 

We have had a very enjoyable season of interesting speakers including our own minister, 

the Rev. Nicola Frail. 

3rd Generation gave us a most entertaining evening on March 15th and our Coffee 

Morning on April 17th raised £300. I want to thank all who were involved. We are 

looking forward to our Drive to Loch Lomond on Tuesday, 11th May. There are still a 

few seats available. I wish to thank everyone for their support throughout the season. 

 



Get Together 

How many ways can you say the same thing! The place: Large Hall, The Day: Thursday: 

the time: 2 p.m. till 4.p.m. Come along and find what you have been missing since 1981. 

We lost yet another faithful member lately in Edna Russell. She was always so 

enthusiastic in all our undertakings and especially enjoyed our various outings. 

Both our summer drive and what has become our annual charity Tea Afternoon will be 

past by the time this is printed, but I’m sure they will be both successful and enjoyable as 

always. Perhaps we can tempt you with future events like the ever popular Christmas 

Party. 

Come on, what are you waiting for! 

 

Fur Why? From Gaun Yersel Moses by Tom C White 

‘Spring hus sprung!’ Ah hear them say,  

Ah wunner why it does? 

Whit makes the crocus fur tae croak?  

The bees begin tae buzz? 

 

Fur why dae bushes start tae flower? 

And trees begin tae bud? 

How come that daffies ken it’s time 

Tae spring frae oot the mud? 

 

And whaur dae sparras come frae? 

And the burds ye see each year. 

How is it that they ken tae fly 

Tae come each year tae here? 

 

Ah wunner if by now ye’ve found 

That grown-ups dinnae ken. 

They cannae answer questions like: 

‘Whit makes an egg a hen?’ 

 

They always say: ‘Ah’ll tell ye when 

Ye’re auld enough tae hear.’ 



Which really means: ‘Ah huvnae goat 

The foggiest idea!’ 

 

Whit they dinnae realise 

Is, at oor Sunday Schools, 

We’ve learnt that God’s the gaffer, 

And it’s Him who kens the rules 

 

Ah’m sure they must buy learnt that too, 

But noo they’ve aw forgot. 

They think because they’re auld they buy 

Tae understand the lot. 

 

And they really get defensive 

When it’s clear they dinnae know. 

So they gie ye aw that flannel 

In the hope it disnae show. 

 

But dinnae get doonherted 

If yer questions gie them fright. 

And if they say: ‘God only knows!’ 

Just you reply: ‘Ye’re right!’ 

 

--- 

 

Colossians 3: 12 

…clothe yourselves with compassion kindness, humility gentleness and patience 

Lord, give me patience. We’re not all perfect yet. Not even me. 

 


