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Dear Members and Friends of St John’s,
It has been a while since we published The Echoes 
and it comes to you as we approach the season of 
Advent with a host of information about activities 
and events, both recent and upcoming.  What a 
memorable few months we have had with lots of 
special events to celebrate St. John’s centenary 
culminating in the flower festival and services in 
September.  Our final event, the centenary concert 
at the end of November, will take place just before 
we begin Advent, our traditional season of prepa-
ration for Christmas.  
These past few months there has been a tremen-
dous amount of activity behind the scenes and I 
am grateful to the many members and friends of 
the congregation who have helped to make all of 
our celebrations such a success.  This has also been 
a particularly busy time for the Kirk Session which 
met throughout what is normally the summer re-
cess to discuss the way forward for St. John’s in 
light of the Presbytery plan.  Please do take time 
to read Bill’s session clerk report which will bring 
you up to date with the latest developments and 
feel free to raise questions with your district elder.
Looking ahead to Christmas, in addition to the 
Christingle and Watchnight services, there will 
also be a short all-age service on Christmas morn-
ing to which both youngsters and adults are in-
vited to bring along one of their presents.  As in 
previous years, the church will be decorated for our 
gift day on the 14 December and by then I will be 
digging out my own decorations from the cupboard 

2

Without hesitation, Bill said, "Yes sir, it was. My 
friend's last words made it more than worth it. He 
looked up at' me and said, ‘l knew you would 
come'."

Christ will never leave you alone and wounded 
on life's battlefield. He will always be right beside 
you.

The Last Word
This is my first magazine for you and I hope that is 
acceptable to you. I did enjoy putting it together.
My thanks goes to all those who contributed arti-
cles for The Echoes. Their contributions are invalu-
able and without them there would be no maga-
zine.
I hope that more of you will see your way to con-
tribute in the future because as with the Website 
the quality of the magazine is only as good as the 
contributions it contains!
I know you cannot all contribute articles  from Or-
ganisations but I would like The Echoes to be more 
than simply an account of how the Church organi-
sations are getting along. I would like to include 
inspirational pieces, jokes  and stories. But I am in 
your hands with content. You do not need to wait 
until the next deadline shove something in my pi-
geonhole as soon as you can.

Tom Harrow
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I knew you would come

Matthew 28 v20 - "Surely I am with you 
always, to the very end of the age". 

There were two friends who served together 
during World War I. They spent much of the war 
in the trenches, suffering from terrible living 
conditions and constantly under fire; The 
closeness of the trenches and the terror of the war 
drew these two friends closer and closer together. 
They talked about life, their families, their hopes 
and about the future, when and if they returned 
home.
During one battle, the troops had to leave the 
trenches and charge the enemy. Jim was severely 
wounded and collapsed on to the battlefield. Bill 
made it back to the trenches. The enemy shelling 
continued, Jim lay there suffering and all alone in 
no-man's land between the trenches.
Bill wanted to go to his friend to comfort him and 
encourage him as only a friend could, but the 
officer-in-charge would not allow it. When the 
officer turned his back, Bill left the trench and 
began to make his way towards his friend. Shells 
exploded all around him, but he continued. 
Finally he made it to Jim. Bill managed to drag 
his friend back to the trenches, but it was too 
late; Jim died in his arms.

The officer seeing that he had died, looked at 
Bill and said, "Well was it worth the risk?" 
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under the stairs.  There are some old favourites 
that I enjoy bringing out each year and reluctantly 
put away for safe keeping after Christmas.  
Recently I was in Beauly looking at some Christ-
mas decorations and alongside the tartan bagpipe 
decorations and more traditional bobbles for the 
Christmas tree, there were other ornaments for 
decorating our homes at this time of year.  My eye 
caught a painted wooden plaque with the word 
hope and another with the word peace.  Attached 
to these were decorations of snowmen and rein-
deer.  From a Christian perspective, words like 
hope and peace, two of the traditional themes for 
Advent, hold particular meaning that is rooted in 
our understanding of the significance of the life of 
Jesus Christ.  
The hope that we have as Christians is much more 
than an optimistic outlook towards the future or 
wishful thinking.  It is hope in the goodness of God 
in spite of the challenges we may face, hope in a 
God who is trustworthy and calls us into a loving, 
everlasting relationship with Jesus himself.  Snow-
men and reindeer may be nice reminders of winter, 
but it is the scene of the nativity with the Christ 
child at its centre which symbolizes God’s incar-
nate love bringing hope to a hurting world and all 
who pray for a better tomorrow for others and for 
themselves.  May God bring hope and peace to 
troubled hearts this Christmas season. 
Grace and love,

Nicola
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Advent and Christmas Services

Sunday 14 December
All-age worship service with participation by 
young people

Sunday 21 December
11 am  Service of lessons and  carols led by the 
choir.
7 pm Christingle service. We meet in the large 
hall to make Christingles. There will also be 
Christingles made in advance for those who prefer 
this option. Once the Christingles have been as-
sembled we will move into the church for a brief 
candlelight service. You are invited to stay for de-
sert after the service.

Wednesday 24 December
Carol singing in the church at 11.00 pm followed 
by a candlelight service at 11.15 pm.

Thursday 25 December
 This year there will be a short  Christmas morn-
ing service at the earlier time of 10.00 am Children 
and adults alike are encouraged to bring along one 
of their Christmas presents to this festive service.

Sunday 28 December
There will be a combined town centre churches ser-
vice at Abbotshall Church led by our minister and 
Rev. Ken Froude. 
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4.I’m in shape. After all round is a shape.

5.Ever notice when you blow in a dog’s face he gets 
mad at you but when you take him in the car he 
sticks his head out of the window?

6.Anyone driving slower than  you is an idiot, but 
anyone going faster is a maniac.

7.I’ve always wanted to be someone, but I should 
have been more specific.

 Activities at St Andrew’s over Christmas

Sunday 30th November 
Service for St. Andrew's Day and church birthday at 
11 a.m. 

Saturday 6th December 
Christmas Fayre from 10.30—12.30 am

Sunday 21st December
 Service with signing for the deaf  at 11 am

A Benedictine monk was returning from a conference 
abroad and as customary packed his monk’s habit in 
a small case.. When he arrived at customs the officer 
asked him “Anything to declare”
The monk replied: “Only an old Benedictine habit”.
“O.K.” said the officer, “How many bottles?”
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A Christmas Legend

There is an old story which tells of Mary and Jo-
seph on their flight to Egypt. Tired and weary they 
took  shelter in a cave. There was a frost on the 
ground.

A spider saw Baby Jesus  and tried to keep him 
cosy so he wove a web across the entrance to the 
cave as a curtain. The frost clung to the strands of 
the web and sparkled in the night.

Herod’s soldiers came along and as they were 
about to burst into the cave the captain said “Don’t 
bother searching in there; the web is intact. “

So the soldiers turned away leaving the Holy Fam-
ily safe.

This is why, today, we put tinsel on our Christmas 
trees.

Something to think about

1.Why do ‘fat chance’ and ‘slim chance’ mean the 
same?

2.Why are a ‘wise man’ and a ‘wise guy’ not the 
same? 

3.Why doesn’t glue not stick to the inside of the 
bottle
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Presbytery Report

Report on the meeting of 2 September, which was 
my first meeting as representative of St John’s.

SOME OF THE MORE INTERESTING POINTS:

Succeeding Mr Ian Biernat, Reader at Methilhill 
and Denbeath for her year as Moderator of 
Kirkcaldy Presbytery was Rev. Catriona  Morrison, 
Auchtertool and Linktown.

Shared Ministry In an unusual step, Rev. Catriona 
Morrison is demitting her charge at Auchtertool 
and Linktown to be reappointed along with her 
husband Rev. Marc Prowse to a shared ministry at 
Auchtertool and Linktown

Visit of the Moderator of the Church of Scotland
The new moderator, Rev. David Lunan, spent a 
week in Kirkcaldy Presbytery carrying out visits 
that included his preaching at our special BB 125 
Anniversary Service, dedicating our new cairn.

Blythswood Shoebox Appeal 2008 You can deliver 
such filled boxes to Templehall Parish Church on 
Thursday 13 November. A short service will be 
held at 2 pm. To get more information phone 0845 
456 9460 (St John’s is taking part in a similar initiative called 
Operation Christmas Child which is a project of Samaritans Purse 
which sends a message of hope to Children in need around the world 
through gift filled shoeboxes. Ed.)

Graham Harrower
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St John’s Taekwondo Club

BREAKING NEWS! EUROPEAN CAMP COMES 
TO SCOTLAND—AUGUST 2009

Miss Frail together with trainee instructors Jenni-
fer O’Malley, Michelle Fairful and Hannah Higgins 
attended our association’s second ever European 
camp in Cascais near Lisbon in Portugal. Over 90 
participants gathered from Sweden, Norway, the 
Netherlands and even as far away as Thailand and 
Canada for a week of instruction with masters from 
our headquarters in the States. After the initial hic-
cup of no luggage— which meant no sleeping bags 
for the first night— everything finally arrived after 
two days and we were able to get down to the busi-
ness of learning new instruction methods and 
weapons forms.
We stayed in an old military fort overlooking the 
coast which was waiting redevelopment. Accommo-
dation was basic: sleeping bags on  air mattresses 
in storage rooms and six showers in a portacabin 
between over 50 people: definitely not 5 stars, but 
perfectly adequate and a terrific location within 
minutes of the town centre.
On the last day, there was a black belt testing and 
tournament which was followed by a real treat: one 
of Portugal's leading fado singers— a young woman 
with a soulful contralto voice— sang for us in the 
atmospheric old fort accompanied by two 12 string 
guitarists. As someone once said , “ think of Edith 
Piaf’s rich, melodious voice and melancholic 
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helpers—Walter and Margaret Simpson and we 
have already enjoyed their hospitality with a visit 
to their cottage in the country.
We still have spaces for new boys and you will be 
made very welcome.
May I conclude by thanking Rev Nicola Frail for 
the lovely gift of the compass

John Methven

Junior Section & Anchor Boys

We have made a successful start to the season for 
both Junior and Anchor Sections. Besides the 
visit to Mr & Mrs Simpson’s  Cottage the Juniors 
have been baking in the kitchen doing crafts and 
quizzes we have also had  a video night for the 
end of term.
The Anchor Boys have also been on a trip to 
Seafield beach where we went to see seals. We 
collected  shells and other items for our art & 
crafts that can be seen  on  BB notice board in the 
Methven Hall. 
Also Anchors made their first batch of crispy 
cakes and they turned out a great success.
A big thank you to our helpers Lorraine Fairful 
and  Pauline Rae.

Officer Laura Bease
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Boys’ Brigade

St John’s Boys’ Brigade started a month early this 
season to have everyone back in time to prepare for 
the Centenary.
Celebrations of the 125 years of the Boys’  Brigade  
service included the Moderator of the  Church  of 
Scotland and his wife Maggie who were principal 
Guests . The Boys’ Brigade  Secretary for Scotland 
was also in attendance.
We were thrilled to see so many ex-members in the 
church especially those who had travelled from out-
side our own district.
Brian Fairful wrote a special hymn for the occasion 
and one of our ex-boys  Steven Mackie sang it solo. 
He did so beautifully. 
Three boys were presented with their President’s 
Badges namely Andrew Bease, David Reekie, and 
David Leslie. The Queen’s Badge was presented to 
David Bease by the Moderator of the Church of 
Scotland.
Unfortunately the weather outside was rather mis-
erable for the dedication of the Cairn which had 
been built by Roy Daniels and his helpers and was 
admired by everyone. However the Moderator 
braved the weather and dedicated the Cairn in the 
memory of past members, and looking forward a 
new generation.
We look forward to the new season with two new 
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melodious.
Next year, the European camp comes to Scotland 
and St John’s black belts  will take the  lead in or-
ganising this week long event. If we are able to 
find suitable locations for working out then we will 
be in Kirkcaldy. It is exciting and a privilege for us 
to be invited to be the hosts. Initial planning is 
well underway with the  intention to have some 
traditional Scottish elements: bagpipes at the 
opening ceremonies and a final evening ceilidh are 
definitely on the cards. 
For the latest news and a class schedule check out 
our website at www. songahmscotland.com

A little smile

Friends like you are special an have rarely come 
my way

So I took a little trouble to make the time to pray
I asked God to bring you joy, from a loving point of 

view
and to bring you extra happiness just for a day or 

two
So if you feel an extra lift and can read this with a 

smile
God has answered this my prayer, in such a little 

while
From Irene Wood
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World Mission

Our mission partner, Jenny Featherstone in Kitwe, 
the second largest town in Zambia sends us quarterly 
newsletters with comments on her work at Minolo 
Ecumenical College and news of her local projects in 
Ipusukilo and latterly in Kamatipa.
Our Retiring Collection at the March Communion 
service was sent out to Jenny and arrived to the de-
light of the Women’s Group (a core of 13 HIV+ wid-
ows, now split into 4 groups with the original mem-
bers responsible for income-generation training. With 
our funding they can have 2 ladies go on a 3-month 
“tailoring course”, using sewing machines and a knit-
ting machine funded by a Rotary Group. The £150 
will pay their costs then they will pass on the skills 
learned to the others. Everyone is so grateful. We will 
receive more photos and a DVD of the activities in 
due course. Please keep them in your prayers.
Jenny is also working on a Positive Living project in 
Ipusukilo on the outskirts of town. The name trans-
lates into ‘place of last resort’ or ‘place of salvation’. 
She visits fortnightly on a Monday to a group of wid-
ows all HIV positive, each with many orphaned fam-
ily and extended family members under their care. 
The issues to be tackled are
 Clean Water
 Basic nutrition
 Medical home remedies
 Craft work
The idea is that the 13 women in the group become 
key members and will go on to train 50 or so others.

Margaret Simpson
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orchids from Singapore.  Thank you to all who 
baked and helped in any way to make this such a 
success.. 
There were over 500 visitors to the Flower  Festi-
val, and the comments heard were about our beau-
tiful Church and the warmth and friendship felt in 
the building. Visitors came from as far away as 
Bearsden, Dalkeith, Perth and many other towns 
just to see our Church and what we had achieved 
over the past 100 years.

Senga Booth

St John’s Film Club

In December we begin our film 
club with a recent musical hit 
from the big screen set on a 
Greek island starring Meryl 
Streep with lots of songs by a rather famous Swed-
ish pop group. No prizes for guessing that one!
The showing will be on the big screen in the sanc-
tuary on Tuesday 9 December at 7 pm and there 
will be a chance to chat afterwards over tea and 
coffee.
 All film showings will be free  although folks are 
free to make a donation towards the cost of tea and 
coffee if they wish.
The club is restricted to age 16 and over and only  
films which are certificated 15 or below will be 
shown. Under the terms of our licence we can’t ad-
vertise so spread the word amongst your friends.
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Flower Festival

The Flower Festival to mark the Centenary Of St 
John’s was a big success.

Away back in January a small group of ladies 
From St John’s and Kirkcaldy Floral Art Club got 
together to decide on a theme. We came up with 
the idea  of “Then and Now” within the parish. 
This was really quite a good theme because we 
found out and learned a bit about what was in the 
Parish during the last 100 years.
Did you know that before the church was built the 
area was used as allotments?  Also the name 
Prime Gilt Box, the name of one of the streets in 
the Parish, was a box, which contained the money 
given to the mariners’ families in time of need, At 
one time the keeper of the box was the late Peter 
Moodie who was senior elder at St John’s
There were also arrangements including McIntosh 
furniture, Nairn’s linoleum  factory, Victoria hospi-
tal and Thomson, Upholsterer.
The story of St John’s was depicted by how the 
Church was started in the Linen Mill 100 years 
ago, then the fire and the Church returning to wor-
ship again in the mill which had become Meikle’s 
Carpet Factory. All the arrangements depicted the 
life and community of St John’s Church and Par-
ish.
A big thank you must go to the St John’s congrega-
tion who gave so generously for our share of the 
cost of the flowers. A thank you also for the gift of 
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General Assembly Impressions

Every approximately 4 or 5 years or so our 
Church is represented at General Assembly by 
our minister and an Elder. This year (15- 21 
May) was our year and Nicola and Graham Har-
rower represented us. Here are Graham’s im-
pressions:
As an elder representing St John’s I found the 
experience to be very enjoyable and uplifting. 
The opening included a fanfare and ceremony 
for the reception of this year’s Lord High Com-
missioner, Mr George Reid former Deputy Pre-
siding Officer at the Scottish Parliament. He 
proved to be a first class speaker delivering an 
excellent address to the Assembly.
On Friday, the High Commissioner Of Malawi 
addressed the Assembly highlighting the special 
relationship between Scotland  (in particular 
the Church of Scotland) and Malawi He com-
mended Church Partnerships, urging congrega-
tions to consider such. (Would St John’s be in-
terested? Would you be interested?).
Saturday saw representatives from the Chil-
dren’s Assembly lead us in prayer and hymns 
with actions. Very well done them and greatly 
enjoyed by all!
Following this our Prime Minister, Gordon 
Brown, together with his good lady joined us 
and delivered speech for which he received a 2 
minute ovation. I found him to be a caring man.
On Monday a communion service was held. This 
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for me was a very moving experience. About  1000 
took part. Have you ever been among and heard 1000 
voices singing praises all at once!
The Chaplain’s report was given on Tuesday with an 
address by Air Marshal Nicol (originally from Dun-
dee). All the various Chaplains from all three services 
were present including our minister Rev. Nicola Frail 
– very smart.
The Assembly closed after business on Wednesday, 
The Moderator giving a final address.
The Moderator came across as a warm and caring 
man, which was bourn out when I met him during his 
visit to our Church.
An altogether very satisfying week of events!

Painting a picture

A painter not particularly noted for his honesty 
decided that he would water down the paint he was 
using but that he would charge his customer for the 
full amount he should have used.

Unfortunately for the painter he carried the process a 
little too far with the result that the finished work 
looked so bad that even the most short sighted client 
could not help but notice it.

“What can I do now?” he wailed.

From the heavens a great voice boomed

“Repaint, repaint, and thin no more. “
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in hospitals in which Negro men are placed.      .                                       

business of selling wine or beer shall serve white peo-
ple exclusively or coloured people exclusively and 
shall not sell to the two races within the same room.       
.                                   [Georgia]

The BlindThe board of trustees shall maintain a 
separate building on separate ground for the admis-
sion, care, instruction, and support of all blind per-
sons of the coloured or black race.         .                   
[Louisiana]

Get together

Do you have a car? May we borrow it occasionally 
complete with driver? Do you have any spare time? 
Will you come and help us out even now and again?

Essentially it must be Thursdays. Look in any week 
between 2 and 4 pm and all will be explained.

Meanwhile our members will carry on talking and 
laughing, playing cards, dominoes and Scrabble in 
between

We have our share of illness at the moment. Mrs 
Craig is in hospital and others are housebound. 
Hopefully they will all be back with us in time for our 
Christmas party.
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Gift Aid
Along with this magazine you should have copy of a 
leaflet about Gift Aid.—a way to help the Church. 
Please read it and if you have any questions contact 
Audrey O’Malley—– tel.  266169. 



“Jim Crow” Laws

A few years ago our holiday took my wife and I 
through the southern States of USA. While there 
one is aware of the legacy of the American Civil 
War and also the Civil Rights Movement of the 
1960s onwards. It is a salutary experience to be-
come aware of  the degree of segregation  which 
was enforced so recently in the history of the ma-
jority of American States. Segregation was en-
forced through “Jim Crow” Laws (so called after a 
black character in minstrel shows) until the 1960s.

The most common laws forbade intermarriage and 
ordered business owners and public institutions to 
keep their black and white clientele separated.        
.                                      

Here are a sampling of laws from various states:

Juvenile Delinquents There shall be separate 
buildings not nearer than one fourth of a mile, one 
for white boys and one for Negro boys. [Florida]

Textbooks  Books shall not be interchangeable 
between white and coloured schools but shall con-
tinue to be used by the race first using them.                
[North Carolina]

Nurses No person or corporation shall require 
any white female nurse to nurse in wards or rooms 
in hospitals in which Negro men are placed.      .                                       
[Alabama]

Wine and BeerAll persons licensed to conduct the 
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St John’s Web Site www.stjohnskirkcaldy.org

The Church web site was started in March, just in 
time for the start of the centenary celebrations. We 
currently have an average of 20 visitors each day, 
which includes a high of 51, visits on the 6 August. 
Since we started the site, a total of 3724 visitors 
have read a total of 9512 pages.
Apart from the front page, the most visited pages 
have been:
1. Latest News
2. History 1899-1950
3. Worship Services 
4. Contact Us 
5. Photo Gallery
Most church members will normally enter the site 
directly after saving the web address as one of 
their  favourites. However we get some visitors 
who come across our pages as part of searching the 
internet using such as Google, Yahoo, MSN etc. 
Some the more unusual searches that have lead 
people to visit us are: 
*kirkcaldy parish church 
*playgroup kirkcaldy 
* kirkcaldy weddings 
* taekwondo clubs scotland 
* john Methven bb st john’s kirkcaldy.
One of the newest features on the site has been the 
improved photo gallery which now includes a selec-
tion of pictures from: Original Church Building; 
New Church Building; Flower Festival 1997; 
Christmas Fayre; 125 Boys’ Brigade Service; and 
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much more.
As web sites are only as good as the information they 
provide we encourage all organisations and church 
members to contribute to news stories. 

Allan Morton

CHURCH ROLL

Admission by Certificate

Miss Ena Barrie, 74 Winifred Crescent – from St 
Bryce, Kirkcaldy
Mrs Kenneth Meridith, Abbeyfield House – from 
Markinch Parish
Mrs Catherine Meridith, Abbeyfield House – from 
Markinch Parish

Admitted by Resolution of the Kirk Session

Mr Robert Waddell, 49 Kennedy Crescent
Mr Robert Purdie, 6 Lomond Gardens

Admitted by Profession of Faith

Nil
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Fairtrade 

Buying Fair Trade is just one way to make 
sure farmers in poor countries get a better 
deal. 
However, when it comes to making trade work 
for poor people around the world, shopping is 
only the start, but it can be a very effective 
start. 
Fairly traded bananas, tea, chocolate, and cof-
fee have made a big difference to the lives of 
millions of people in Africa, Asia and Latin 
America - farmers, farm workers and their 
families. 
At St Johns we have a Fair Trade stall on a 
regular basis. The Divine chocolate bars are 
yummy for chocoholics! Divine is a company 
which Christian Aid helped found. It is co-
owned by a group of farmers in Ghana, so not 
only do the farmers get a fair price for their 
cocoa, they also share in the company's prof-
its. 
Thank you to all who support the fair trade 
stall and help to make a difference to the lives 
of poor people around the world. 

Angela Stewart
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ground holes. For my part I led two outdoor ser-
vices of worship during camp and was there to of-
fer a listening ear throughout  the two weeks.

Nicola

Centenary Exhibition

Sincere thanks to everyone who handed in photo-
graphs and news items for the exhibitions  in Au-
gust/September this year. Your efforts contributed 
greatly to the success of the display.
Thanks are also due to all those who helped behind 
the scenes and those who provided the ever wel-
come ‘cuppa’.

Sandra Marshall

Flowers

The flower list for 2009 will  be available in the 
vestibule of the Church. If you would like to put 
your name against any of the dates, please do so.
If you like to give to the Flower Fund, there is  a 
box in the vestibule of the Church Marked ‘Flower 
Fund’. The flowers are always appreciated by the 
sick, bereaved and elderly in the congregation. 
Flowers are one or God’s  most beautiful Gifts

Senga Booth
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Lines Requested by
Mr Leslie Duff, 45 Hayfield Road
Mrs Donna Duff, 45 Hayfield Road
Mr Ian King 19 Loom Road
Mrs King, 19 Loom Road
Mr James Taylor, 39 Dunvegan Avenue
Mrs Maureen Taylor, 39 Dunvegan Avenue
Miss Margaret Tyrie, 21 Sutherland Place

Deaths

Mrs Leitch, Abbeyfield House
Mrs E Wilson, Abbeyfield House
Mrs Walsh, Methven House
Mrs Alexander Rae, 59 Hendry Road
Mr William Doig, 4 Linn Place
Mrs Jean Duff, Appin House

Keeper of Church Roll – Brian Winton

Quotes
 “Dusty Bibles lead to dirty lives” unknown

 “Some of God’s greatest gifts are unanswered 
prayers”. Garth Brooks

 “Faith means leaving the dwelling places of re-
ality where one has peace and security and giv-
ing oneself over to the course of history, to the 
way of freedom and danger, the way and disap-
pointment and surprise, borne along and led 
solely by God’s hope.” Jurgen Maltman
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Women’s Group

The 2008/2009 session began on 9 September. We 
had arranged to have a guided walk around Falk-
land estate but due to rainy weather we met for 
supper at the Lomond Tavern. On 23 September 
we enjoyed a quiz/games night. To keep us in 
trim, at our next meeting on 7 October we were 
instructed by Irene Shand to do some line danc-
ing ( watch out Arlene Phillips yee-ha!) On 21 Oc-
tober we raised funds in a mock auction.
We lined up a few practice evenings in October 
and November for our part in the centenary con-
cert on 29 November. Rev. Nicola Frail was our 
guest speaker on 11 November and members 
‘manned’ the body shop stall at the Christmas 
Stall at the Christmas Fayre on 15 November. 
The KAOS production of ‘Brigadoon’ was enjoyed 
on 25 November. A craft night with a Christmas 
theme, is to be supervised by Elsie Faulds and 
Mary Stark on 2 December. We look forward to 
our Christmas dinner on 16 December.
Our syllabus for 2009 begins on 13 January with 
a Quiz night with Bob Docherty. This session in-
cludes a joint Burns Supper with the ladies of the 
Guild, a talk on Rwanda by Chantal Imrie and a 
flower arranging demonstration with Moira 
meek. We look forward to K’dy G&S Society’s pro-
duction of ‘Ruddigore in early March. There will 
be a special fund raising evening on 17 March at 
6.30 pm. This will be a table top sale with mem-
bers  of the Group , other organisations and
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Padre’s Page
In July, I attended my first ever annual camp with 
my new unit, 231 Medical Evacuation Unit based 
in Glenrothes. The regiment of which we are apart 
was tasked with providing medical support to the 
Nijmegen marches in the Netherlands. Each year, 
some 40,000 people both civilian and military, take 
part in the marches over a 4 day period walking 
30,40 or 50 km each day. It is the largest marching 
event in the world and draws military teams from 
a number of different countries including Canada, 
Norway, Germany and the United Kingdom. 
Military participants stay at Heumensoord, a mili-
tary camp which is built every year just south of 
Nijmegen in public woods. 
Marching as a group 25 miles a day with 22 lbs of 
dead weight plus water in the summer heat is gru-
elling for the marchers. Most have their feet taped 
before they start but even with this preventative 
measure there are a few sorry souls limping in the 
camp and it is not all that unusual for people to 
drop out. I like walking but was very glad to be 
there in a support role. 
I did get some exercise though during the first 
week of camp when we were based in Germany for 
training in the run up to the marches. In addition 
to the mandatory PT sessions we also went camp-
ing and adventure training in  Belgium. This con-
sisted of mountain biking, river canoeing, a ropes 
course and caving, although I must admit to hav-
ing opted to be team photographer rather than try 
to squeeze myself through some very tiny under-
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Christian Aid

Christian Aid has for more than sixty years been 
providing relief to those hit by disaster, helping 
people help themselves out of poverty and speak-
ing out about injustice. Christian Aid works 
where the need is greatest in nearly fifty coun-
tries, regardless of religion or nationality. 
In May every year, Christian Aid Week is a busy 
time with Churches trying to raise as much 
money as possible. At St Johns we had a Soup 
and Sweet lunch to start Christian Aid Week. 
This was very well attended and if you haven't 
been to one before then come along and join us 
next year! 
The team of collectors never know what the 
weather will be like, but they carry on regardless! 
This year due to repairs on the Forth Road Bridge 
the Christian Aid Sponsored Walk was postponed 
until September so we did our own Sponsored 
Walk round the Beveridge Park and also enjoyed 
watching a wedding party having their photo-
graphs taken! 
As you can see we all have great fun whilst also 
supporting a good cause. St Johns raised 
£2,150.82p for Christian Aid and thanks go to all 
who supported and helped in any way. Christian 
Aid is committed to seeing a just world, NOW, not 
just in the future.

Angela Stewart
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And members of the public renting tables for £6 a 
table. Those involved will bring their own items for 
sale. The money raised by the group and by the 
rent of tables will go towards Church funds. Any 
one interested! Please speak to a Group member. A 
visit to the Ceramic Experience in Dunfermline is 
arranged for 24 March and our bunny drive (an 
evening of fun for all ages) will be on 7 April.
The Group meets, usually, every second Tuesday 
at 7.30 pm. At present we have 12 members. New 
members very welcome.
Wishing everyone a very enjoyable Christmas and 
a happy and peaceful New Year.

The New Moderator

The Kirk has selected its new ambassador at home 
and abroad—its new Moderator of the General As-
sembly of the Church of Scotland.
He is the Rev William Currie  who is minister of 
Westburn Church of Scotland  in Greenock. Mr 
Currie is 57 years old and will take up his duties 
at the General Assembly of  May 2009 when he 
will replace the present Moderator Rev David Lu-
nan.
Mr Currie was born and educated in Kilmarnock 
and was ordained in 1977 at Castlehill Church, 
Ayr.
We wish him a successful term of office.

15



THE  WAY  AHEAD  -  UPDATE

At the beginning of August we had a very well at-
tended congregational informal discussion evening 
on a proposal for a linkage that had been drawn up 
jointly with St. Andrew’s Church for presentation 
to the Ministries Committee of Kirkcaldy Presby-
tery.
At the end of August we received a brief statement 
from the Secretary informing us that “The Minis-
tries Committee is of a mind to implement the 
Presbytery Plan”. That implies a union between 
St. Andrew’s and St. John’s with one church build-
ing being used for worship.
At the end of September, representatives of the 
Ministries Committee attended separate special 
Kirk Session meetings at both St. John’s and St. 
Andrew’s churches.   A paper was circulated detail-
ing their thinking favouring a union of the two 
congregations, asking where  we go from here, the 
possibilities and what they hoped to achieve.
It is understood the next stage in the procedure 
will be for the Committee to take their recommen-
dation to Presbytery.
Prior to the next business meeting of each Kirk 
Session all elders were given the opportunity to 
complete a questionnaire in secret.   Papers would 
only be opened on the night of each meeting.
St. John’s Kirk Session decided overwhelmingly 
not to challenge the Ministries Committee recom-
mendation to proceed with a union on the floor of 
Presbytery.  
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At the time of writing the result from St. Andrew’s 
Kirk Session is not known.
Although taking the decision not to challenge the 
Committee’s thinking, the opportunity will be made 
available for representatives of St. John’s to be pre-
sent at the Presbytery meeting when the subject is 
raised, in addition to the minister and Presbytery 
elder.

For information – future stages of the implementa-
tion of the Presbytery Plan would be –

· drawing up an agreed formal Basis of 
Union

· decision by Presbytery to proceed and 
timing influenced by a congregational 
secret ballot in both churches

· only after a union has been formalised, 
with a new and mutually acceptable 
name agreed, and the building for wor-
ship not agreed, can the possibility of 
securing an independent panel of arbi-
ters, to decide which building should be 
retained go ahead.  The arbiters’ de-
cision is final.

The significance and importance of this subject mat-
ter is paramount to the future of both churches and it 
is the intention of your Kirk Session to communicate 
updates to members of St. John’s as and when appro-
priate.

Bill Stenhouse
Session Clerk. 
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