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The First Word – from the Interim Moderator

One day the Czar spotted a sentry standing next to 
a patch of weeds in the palace gardens. He asked 
the sentry why he was there and the sentry said, 
“Well, I don’t know. I’ve was ordered to stand here 
by the captain of the guard.” 

The Czar went over to the captain of the guard and 
asked, “Why is this sentry posted at this patch of 
weeds?” 

The guard said, “It is in the regulations.” 

He then set about to try to find out why the regula-
tions required that a sentry be standing next to 
that patch of weeds. He could find no living person 
on earth who could explain it. Finally, he went back 
to the archives, and there, he discovered the rea-
son. Decades before, Catherine the Great had 
planted a rose bush and had ordered a sentry to 
guard it so no one would trample upon it. 

So, one hundred years later, men were ordered to 
stand guard over a spot, for a reason they knew not 
why, for a rose bush that had long since withered, 
planted by a woman who had long since died. 

People and institutions are always in danger of los-
ing their sense of purpose and doing what has al-
ways been done without really understanding why. 
When this happens, we fall into what soldiers call 
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Date for your diary

St John’s Christmas Fayre will be held on Saturday 
14 November at 2 pm. More details nearer the 
time

The Last Word

I wish to thank all of those who have contributed to 
this edition. I have had lots and very varied too. I 
do hope that you enjoy reading  the result.
With the impending  union this will likely be one of 
the last of the magazines for St John’s and I do not 
know what form any new magazine will take. I am 
sure it will continue in some form or other.

There is still much scope for more people to contrib-
ute. If it can be written down there could be a place 
for it in the next magazine.

It is likely that the next edition will be out in time 
for Christmas. So if you can look for items pass 
them to me or put them in my pigeonhole as soon 
as possible.

I know this is a time of uncertainty but we must 
not let our selves be put off by that. After all there 
is still much to do and we need all the enthusiasm 
we can muster.

Tom Harrow
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Another Thank you

For some time I have marvelled how good and gen-
erous are my church family of St John’s in offering 
me — and many others— lifts in their cars. Not 
only are lifts on offer to church services and 
events, they also cover meetings in Kirkcaldy and 
beyond.

This year has been somewhat of a milestone for 
me. It has been ten years since my husband, John, 
died, ten years since I moved to Kirkcaldy, ten 
years since I became a member of St John’s 
Church. The years have been happy; one of my  
sadnesses has been that few of my St John’s 
friends knew John.

The other Sunday it all came to me. Rev. John 
Thomson was the preacher that day and, using his 
boomerang, he spoke of things coming back to us. 
Good actions bring forth good, kind actions— but 
not perhaps as we expect.
I was recounting this to a friend of mine. “Enjoy 
the lifts you’re offered” she told me. “Remember 
how John went out of his way to give help with 
transport. What goes around, comes around”.

So your kindness, and memory of my husbands 
kindness, come together in my mind. And I thank 
you all for enabling me as I grow older enjoy to the 
full being a member of St John’s Church.

Mary S. Sherrard
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“mission drift”  –  straying from the purpose and 
intentions for which something is done or exists. 
When mission drift occurs, it soon leads to atrophy, 
decline and failure.

Our purpose as a church is “to worship God, share 
his love and serve his world.” We are here because 
Jesus has called us into relationship with himself. 
Jesus doesn’t call us to just to stand around. He 
gives us work to do. It is the same work he did –
teaching, healing, reconciling and meeting human 
need. Our Christian faith takes seriously the condi-
tions of this world that Christ came to save. We are 
called us to be His co-workers in making this world 
a better place.

See you in Church.

Alex  Forsyth

*
Marriages may be made in HEAVEN…..

…. but you do have to do your own maintenance
*
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CHURCH ROLL

Admission by Certificate
Nil

Admitted by Resolution of the Kirk Session
Nil

Admitted by Profession of Faith
Nil

Lines Requested by
Ken and Ann Shepherd, 10 Myre Crescent, King-
horn
Jennifer Erskine, 30 Craigievar Gardens
Ena Ward, 6 Ross Gardens

Deaths
James McLellan, 45 King Street
Margaret Robertson, 118 Meldrum Road
Mary Balfour, 67 Winifred Street
Alan Carpenter, 89 Winifred Street
Mrs Cramb, Chapel Level Home
James Mulvaney, 100 Strathallan Drive

Keeper of Church Roll – Brian Winton
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Whose Job

Here is a story about four people :- Everybody, 
Somebody, Anybody, and Nobody.

There was an important job to be done and Every-
body was sure Somebody would do it.

Anybody could have done it but Nobody did it. 
Somebody got angry because it was Everybody’s 
job.

Everybody thought that Anybody could do it but 
Nobody realised that Everybody would not do it.

It ended up that Everybody blamed Somebody 
when Nobody did what Any body could have done.

*
Time for a smile

Why is it that £10 in the collection plate seems so 
large and so little in the supermarket.

Headline in a local paper:-
Pensioners wed — Fifty years of friendship ended

Retirement is twice as much partner and half as 
much money

*
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Rules of the mill

A few years ago an Aberfeldy  mill owner was 
cleaning out some old drawers and found a copy of 
“Rules of the Mill” from many years before.

Here are some of them. As you can see times have 
certainly changed!
 The firm has reduced the hours of work’ and 

the clerical staff will now only have to be pre-
sent between the hours of 7 am and 6 pm on 
weekdays.

 Daily prayers will be held in the main office 
each morning. The clerical staff will be pre-
sent.

 Clothing must be of a sober nature. The cleri-
cal staff will not disport themselves in rai-
ment of bright colours; nor will they wear 
hose unless in good repair.

 The craving of tobacco, wines and spirits is a 
human weakness and as such is forbidden.

 Now that the hours of business have been 
drastically reduced, the partaking of food is 
allowed between 11.30 am and noon, but work 
will not on any account cease.

 Members of the clerical staff will provide 
their own pens.

 No talking is allowed during business hours.

Changes there certainly but all for the better!!
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Thank you

Can I just say how bowled over I was by the congre-
gation's generosity on my departure. 
I wanted to give careful consideration as to what 
would be a fitting way to spend such a large sum 
and in the end I decided upon an oak bookcase for 
the living room and a large picture which has pride 
of place above the fireplace. 
They are lovely lasting reminders to me of a warm, 
caring and supportive congregation which it was 
my great privilege to serve. 
As you move ahead, I pray that the negotiations 
towards a basis of union are going well. 
Warmest wishes, 

Nicola 

He will bring me out into the light
Micah  7: 9

Faith is like the cactus flower called “Queen of the 
Night”. It only blooms in the darkest part of the 

night
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How important is Prayer?
Simple answer—  Very!!
You may not be aware, but speaking to our God can 
be many things. It can be :-

a source of personal comfort
a help to a friend
a means of sharing worries
and many other things

A number of you are perhaps saying to yourselves “ I 
don’t know where to start” or “ I don’t know what to 
say”. Believe me it is very simple.
Start with two words “ Thank You”  -  for what?

Thank You for a new day
Thank You for the friends I have
Thank you  for the ability to see around me 

each day
A whole host of things we need to be thankful for.

How do we go about praying?  Simple answer— easy!
You’re sitting at breakfast, the paper hasn’t arrived 
that’s the time to say “Thank You Lord for my night’s 
rest”
As the day progresses, that’s the time to say “Thank 

You for my ability to move around”.
In the evening with the tele switched off, that’s the 
time to say “Thank You for my day”.
When you climb into bed, that’s the time to say 
“thank You—I pray for a good night’s rest”.

I could go on writing or talking about prayer for a 
very long time, but sufficient to say, prayer is a very 
personal thing. The only two people involved are God 
and you.
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nority who live on the edge of society. They are sub-
ject to various forms of discrimination and preju-
dice. They suffer from lack of educational opportu-
nities, and from poverty. Despite some efforts from 
the government since the “velvet revolution” of 
1989, the United Nations says the Roma situation 
in the Czech Republic is getting worse.

World Mission Council asks us to recruit more 
‘used stamp givers’ to support this project. A poster 
to this effect, “Letters of Love”, is now on our St 
John’s notice board. There is a box for used stamps 
in the church vestibule.
Copies of the World Mission Council news-sheet 
have been circulated among the congregation. See 
Mary Sherrard  if you have not had access to a 
copy.

*****
Different Perspectives

Two rival shoe manufacturers sent their represen-
tatives out to a very hot country to set up an over-
seas branch of each of their companies.
The day after they arrived the first representative  
sent a telegram to his firm

“Returning home immediately. No hope! No-
one wears shoes”
The second representative cabled his firm

“Send everything you can lay your hands on. 
Fantastic opportunities! Everybody needs them.”
In evangelism we must look for opportunities and 
not be put off by the difficulties.
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The World Church

For the first time, the World Mission Council of the 
Church of Scotland has issued a summer news-
sheet. It urges us to take stock of how we are in-
volved with the World Church. In Edinburgh on 
June 6, 2010, the centenary of the 1910 World Mis-
sion Conference will be celebrated. Planning for it 
is underway throughout the world. Two questions 
are put to us: what is our vision for mission in the 
coming years? what can we do differently as the 
world changes around us. See 
www.edinburgh2010.org to learn how others are 
responding.

The news-sheet and the accompanying letter high-
lights its World Mission 2009 stamp project— “It’s 
amazing what you can do with just a stamp”. Each 
year World Mission Council chooses a project 
which is supported entirely by money generated 
from the used stamps congregations collect and 
send on to “121”. This year support is being given 
to an outreach programme among the Roma peo-
ples. Organised by our partner church in the Czech 
Republic.

Since 2003, churches there have run projects:
for children and young people preschool education 
and drop-in centres:
for parents evening classes and social events:
for older people a home care service.
In the Czech Republic the Roma people are a mi-
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John  Methven MBE

John Methven was presented with his MBE  by the 
Queen at a ceremony in Holyrood Palace, Edin-
burgh on the 30 June.
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Women's Group 

The 2009/2010 session begins on Tuesday 9th Sep-
tember with a guided walk around Falkland Es-
tate, weather permitting! 
We had to cancel our walk there last September. 

Our next meeting on 22nd September is a games/
quiz night. We have two guest speakers, Mr Alan 
Suttie from Fife Society for the Blind on 6th Octo-
ber and Interim Moderator Rev Alex Forsyth on 
27th October. Both meetings will be open to non-
members. 
There is an opportunity to keep fit on 3rd Novem-
ber with the help of an instructor from Curves Fit-
ness Club. 
A craft night, supervised by Elsie Faulds and Mary 
Stark, will be held on 17th November. 

Fundraising is always important. Ladies of the 
Group will be in charge of the body shop stall at 
the Christmas fayre on Saturday 21st November. 

Donations of toiletries will be very much appreci-
ated. We hope to raise funds with a silent auction/
pot luck supper on 1st December and our Christ-
mas dinner is on 15th December, the venue yet to 
be arranged. 

In 2010 we have a great variety of events including 
a Burns supper on 26th January a drumming 
workshop on 9th February. 
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A Real Punishment

Early one Sunday morning God was looking at the 
world below when he suddenly called out to St Pe-
ter and said:
“See! There’s the minister sneaking out to play golf 
when he should be preparing his service”.

“You’ll have to punish him” said Peter.

“ You’re right watch this” said God

They watched the minister teed-off and got a hole 
in one same at the next hole— another hole in one; 
and so it went on each hole a hole in one. The min-
ister was jumping with joy.

“ That’s not much of a punishment” complained Pe-
ter.
“Well” said God “in the circumstances who can he 
tell about his wonderful round!”.

*
Think about it

Even God cannot change the past.

The latest definition of an optimist is one who fills 
a crossword in ink.

Perfection has one grave defect; it is apt to be dull.
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Music NOT in St John’s
To the tune Immortal Invisible (St. Denis)

Immoral, impossible, God only knows
How tenors and basses, sopranos and altos,
At the service on Sunday are rarely the same,
As those who on choir practice came.

Unready, unable to sight–read the notes,
Nor counting, nor blending, they tighten their 
throats.
The descant so piercing is soaring above,
The melody only a mother could love.

They have a director, but no-one knows why,
No-one in the choir deigns to turn him an eye.
It’s clear by his waving, he wants them to look,
But each of the stands with his nose in the book.

Despite the offences, the music rings out.
The folks in the pews are enraptured no doubt.
Their faces are blissful, their thoughts are so deep,
But it is no wonder, for they are asleep.

Graham Ashcroft
From Dunkeld Cathedral Magazine

Via the organist

When her husband was near death, his wife or-
dered a headstone and asked that ‘Rest in Peace’ be 
carved on it. 
This was done but after the man died and his will 
was read, the widow found he’d left the bulk of the 
fortune elsewhere. 
So she ordered the stonemason to add ‘Till I come’
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Another tabletop sale on 23rd March and on 6th 
April a family quiz night in the Methven Hall. 

The Group meets on Tuesdays at 7.30 pm fort-
nightly (variable) September to mid May in the 
new hall. 
We have 15 members. New members are very wel-
come. Please speak to a member of the Group or 
phone me if you would like to join us in September. 

Irene Wood, Church Liaison Member 
Tel: K'dy 267995 

*
Hymns for everyone

Dentist Crown Him with many crowns
Contractor The Church’s one Foundation
Obstetrician Go labour on
Golfer There is a green hill far away
Gardner In our dear Lord’s garden
Librarian Let all mortal flesh keep silence 
Traffic cop Where cross the crowded ways of 

life 
Lawyer In our hour of trial
Draper Blest be the tie
Optician Be thou my vision
Plumber Come thou font of every blessing
Baker Let us break bread together
Teacher Nobody knows the trouble I’ve 

seen

*
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Bowling Club

Our Ladies and Gents sections meet on Mondays at 
2 pm at Gallatown Bowling Club during the sum-
mer bowling season and if the weather is inclement 
( not unknown this year ! ) we play indoors at The 
Gunners Club.

We welcome new players, novices especially, and at 
a cost of £1.50 per session including refreshments, 
why not give it a try ! All you need to play is a pair 
of flat soled shoes or plimsolls and bowls will be 
provided by the club.
We regularly have 10 - 12 players at each session 
and can accommodate another 4 - 6 new players.
Looking forward to seeing you soon.

Roddy Sellars - Convenor

The Guild

A very warm welcome is extended to all members of 
the congregation— both male and female!

We are looking forward to an enjoyable session 
with interesting speakers and good fellowship.

Our first meeting is on Monday 7 September fol-
lowed fortnightly by our afternoon g on Monday 14 
September at 2 pm.
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Reid. It was very informal as the buffet was served 
Officers moved around and general conversations 
took place.
It was lovely to see inside the Palace with its beau-
tiful artistic work and tapestries.

A fine evening was enjoyed by all.

Our fourth and final part of the celebrations was 
also at Holyrood Palace but this time it was a gar-
den party.

We had a party of 18 officers and guests. We ar-
rived early and had a party of our own in the grass 
car park.
The buffet which was supplied by Roy and Ann 
Daniels gave us a chance to meet and introduce our 
guests.
The weather broke down again as it turned cold 
followed by heavy rain.

The band of the Scots Guards played in the Quad-
rangle where country dancers danced to the music.
A Silver band played in the bandstand as the buffet 
was being served in the large marquee.

As it was the week of the General Assembly quite a 
few members from the Assembly were present. We 
met Rev. David Lunan and his wife Maggie. We 
also met Rev. Nicola Trail.
We finished the day by going into Edinburgh for a 
meal at  the Carvery.
Every remarked that it was a special day out.
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Boys Brigade 125 Anniversary

The first part of our celebrations was the service on 
31 August 2008 and the dedication of the Cairn.
The second part of our celebrations was a visit to 
the Braehead Centre in Glasgow on 25 April where 
the BB Scotland Tattoo was held. 

We took a party of 20 to see it. It was a spectacular 
night which lasted from 7.30 pm till 10.30 pm. 
There were massed  Pipe, Silver, Bugle, Fyfe Bands 
and a Bell team which all told numbered over 300 
boys.
There were also 4 gym teams demonstrating differ-
ent movements on the floor. At the same time four 
drill teams demonstrated movements in drill.

The whole tattoo was a credit to all who took part 
in it.

The third of our celebrations was an invitation to 
Holyrood Palace Rt. Honourable George Reid Lord 
High Commissioner to the General Assembly of the 
Church Of Scotland on 21 May.
120 Officers and staff all over Scotland received in-
vitations. Eight of our officers travelled by minibus.

At the beginning of the evening we were enter-
tained by the massed pipe Band which had played 
in the tattoo. The weather broke down and we were 
moved from the Palace Quadrangle in doors where 
we were welcomed by the Rt. Honourable George 
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The Get To-Gether

The fellowship as this meeting every week is to be 
experienced to be believed.
Come along and taste it!

We had a very enjoyable day for our drive in May 
and now we are looking forward to our Christmas 
dinner. Of course, both Halloween and St Andrew’s 
day will have to be celebrated before that.

Our newest members (3) think the club is great and 
keep telling us they are glad there is such a place. 
One in particular wanted their feelings known. 
Hence the small plug

Attendance each week is fairly regular, but at that 
’certain age’ is harder to throw off.
Ina Michie, for example, wasn’t satisfied with one 
thing, she not only broke her hip, but had a heart 
attack along with it. She’s not back yet!

There have been others under the weather, but 
they have all bounced back.

So you see why we need more help.

Please consider it.
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Computer Prayer

Dear Lord, 
Every single evening 
As I'm lying here in bed,
This tiny little Prayer
Keeps running through my head: 

God bless all my family 
Wherever they may be, 
Keep them warm 
and safe from harm 
For they're so close to me. 

And God, there is one more thing 
I wish that you could do; 
Hope you don't mind me asking, 
Please bless my computer too. 

Now I know that it's unusual 
To Bless a motherboard, 
But listen just a second 
While I explain it to you, Lord. 

You see, that little metal box 
Holds more than odds and ends; 
Inside those small compartments 
Rest so many of my friends. 

I know so much about them 
By the kindness that they give, 
And this little scrap of metal 
Takes me in to where they live. 
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Strawberry Teas

This year we had a wonderful time with everyone 
enjoying a very sociable afternoon. We had between 
70 and 80 people attending and most Fridays we 
managed to be outside in the sun.  The Social and 
Fundraising team thank everyone who supported 
them. At the time of going to press we have raised 
over £850 with our last Tea still to come on 15 Au-
gust.
A big “Thank You” was received from Brian Booth 
the Church Treasurer who commended the hard 
working ladies of the Social and Fundraising team 
for giving up their time and talents by baking and 
providing delicious delights at the Teas. Well Done 
ladies and so say all of us! The money you raised is 
very much appreciated.

*
Time

Each one of us has a bank account— its name is 
‘Time’
Every morning we are credited with 86,400 sec-
onds.
Every night whatever we have failed to invest is 
lost

*



20

The Prayer Group

Prayer can move mountains
heal the sick

comfort the distressed
nourish the needy.

Prayer can help heal 
the broken hearted
calm the anxious

bring back those who stray
We pray in faith 

and prayer restores faith
What a blessing it is to pray

We, in St John’s prayer group, continue to meet on 
the third Wednesday of each month at 10 am in the 
Prayer Room. 
Our prayers are for our own church of St John’s, for 
the work of the Church in Scotland and overseas, 
for all that is happening in this world today. We 
spend time in prayer for those known to us who 
have special needs at this time. We say thank you 
to God for his mercies and we seek to remember to 
take time to listen for his voice.

You are always welcome to join us for our hour to-
gether, and to use the prayer request box in the 
church vestibule and the Prayer Room.
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By faith is how I know them 
Much the same as you. 
We share in what life brings us 
And from that our friendships grew. 

Please take an extra minute 
From your duties up above, 
To bless those in my address book 
That's filled with so much love. 

Wherever else this prayer may reach 
To each and every friend, 
Bless each e-mail inbox 
And each person who hits 'send'.

When you update your Heavenly list 
On your own Great CD-ROM, 
Bless everyone who says this prayer 
Sent up to GOD.com
Amen 

Bob Docherty

A Christian wrote to the Inland Revenue

I can’t sleep at night so I am enclosing  
£100 I forgot to declare.

P.S. If I still cant sleep I’ll send the rest



14

Taekwondo 

Since Nicola left we have been busy preparing for 
the week long European Camp. For students of 
Songahm Taekwondo, which came to an exciting 
conclusion at Kirkcaldy High School on Saturday 
15th August.

With approx 60 participants from Portugal, Spain, 
Netherlands, Norway and Sweden taking part, as 
well as Scottish clubs from Kirkcaldy, Kilmarnock 
and Meigle. Most of the Masters flew in for the 
week from the U.S.A. They we're teaching every 
day, then judging the tournament on the last day, 
with medals being presented.

Intense training was held at various venues includ-
ing the Philp Hall and St. John's Church Hall. It 
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August)
However, in good faith we have since sent a parcel 
of embroidery threads for use 
in the Arts and Crafts group as they design and 
work on cards to be sold on their market stall. 
More squares will be ready soon. More threads are 
available now. But it is advisable to wait for news 
of delivery before further mailing-----
A snapshot of a tribal ceremony---------moving from 
his "wet" season palace to his "dry" season 
palace, the Lozi King sets off on his splendid ele-
phant topped barge along the mighty Zambezi. 
The King's oarsmen, rowing the elephant barge 
downstream, are dressed in the traditional leopard 
skin or a Scots kilt------this adaptation of native 
dress was made early last century when the king 
visited the UK and was most impressed with the 
kilt and the tam o'shanter!  

Jenny lists items for prayer:-
Orphans-----------------their health and quality of life. 
Staff changes------------travel back home, new jobs. 
Group projects----------to generate income in the 
compounds. 
Jenny lists reasons for praise:-
Health-------------------decrease in malaria in the 
compounds. 
Enthusiasm--------------evident in tackling new 
ideas. 
Good work -------------of missionary partners, Doug 
Varley (Canada) and Colin Johnston (UK) 
during their time in Zambia. 

Margaret Simpson
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World Mission

From Kiwe, Zambia ,Jenny Featherstone wrote to 
us in June where winter was approaching, tem-
peratures down to 20 degrees Centigrade and time 
to look out the woollens! She is now the owner of a 
pick-up truck( from one of the staff returning to the 
UK) and she finds it so useful in ferrying people 
and produce to their market stalls. 

The truck is also used now for more frequent visits 
to the orphanages where numbers of children keep 
increasing, due to HIV /AIDS taking its toll of the 
children's' "Aunties". 
She comments on various projects that her village 
groups are busy with:::::::::::::::: 
A water kiosk for better access to cheap, clean wa-
ter; in a village like Ipusukilo where there is 
little infra-structure and just it is not feasible to 
pipe water to the jumble of mud brick homes, 
also people believe that well water is more benefi-
cial than the standpipes put in by the water com-
pany. 

In Kamatipa the group have done a carpentry 
course and are keen to try out their skills, others 
will start a tailoring course at the end of June once 
the teacher has got back from harvesting at her 
farm. We recently sent a parcel of knitted squares 
to be made into blankets for this winter to date it 
has 
not yet arrived. ( Late update: parcel arrived 11th 
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must be mentioned, that having spoken to, and 
watched the students in action that I found all a 
credit to their countries.

As well as thanking all the people behind the 
scenes who made this event possible, an extra 
thanks must go out to Kirkcaldy High School for 
allowing their games hall to be used for the tourna-
ment at short notice, due to the fire which occurred 
at Balwearie High School.

We would like to invite anyone interested in learn-
ing the art of Taekwondo to come along to the 
Church hall on Friday nights from 7-00 pm. You 
will be made very welcome and it's a good way of 
keeping fit.

Lorraine Fairful

Child Talk

You have to have a funeral
So that God Knows your coming

Astra aged 9

When you go to heaven you have to say sorry to the 
holy gost for not believing in him.

I dont beleeve in gosts so im not goin there
Kim aged 7
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The Joint Steering Committee

The Kirk Session appointed seven of us (Senga 
Booth, Mary Stark, Walter Simpson, Graham Har-
rower, Tom Harrow, Jack Jarvis and myself) to be 
the members representing St. John’s in delibera-
tions relating to Presbytery’s proposal to unite St 
Andrew’s and St John’s.  We would not be permit-
ted to begin the task of calling a new minister until 
a legal document, known as the ‘Basis of Union’, 
had been accepted by both congregations and by 
Presbytery. 

Understandably, neither congregation was over-
enthusiastic about the proposed union ---- but it is 
indeed a fait accompli . St Andrew’s have not been 
allowed to call a new minister since Rev. Donald 
Thomson left almost two years ago! Their Session 
had been informed that St John’s had been on a 
five-year ‘Reviewable Tenure’ from Nicola’s induc-
tion in January 2004 until January 2009, and that 
the Presbytery Plan was to unite the two churches 
thereafter.

It has been a lengthy and sometimes difficult task. 
We have met together with our counterparts from 
St Andrew’s on seven occasions, and have agreed 
on almost every aspect of the process of union. Of 
course, you may well know by now that both con-
gregations came up with the same result in terms 
of voting for a name for the new church – a sizeable 
majority chose Bennochy Parish Church of Scot-
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land as the most appropriate name.

We have agreed that the management of the new 
church will consist of a Session and a Congrega-
tional Board (the latter to deal with the temporal 
affairs of the kirk such as finance, property etc.)

At the time of writing, a decision on which Manse 
should be used has not been finalised. It is, how-
ever, likely that the St John’s Manse would be the 
more appropriate since it would require less money 
to make it acceptable to Presbytery ---- and to a fu-
ture minister and his/her family!

The one issue about which no agreement will be 
forthcoming is which building will be the one to be 
used!  Presbytery has decided that, unlike the St 
Bryce scenario, only one building will be kept. Ob-
viously, both churches will make a strong case for 
their own church to be the place of worship for the 
combined congregation, but the Basis of Union 
makes it clear that this issue should be settled by a 
panel of independent arbiters, chosen by the 
Church of Scotland.

The vote for or against the Basis of Union docu-
ment will be taken in both churches after the ser-
vice on Sunday 23 August, and will be supervised 
by Presbytery. We pray that the future is positive 
in all respects --- after all, we are all ‘Jock Tamson’s 
bairns’. 

Bob Docherty


