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‘From the ‘Manse’,
I read an interesting article recently. It was entitled, "What are ministers
looking for?" and was about what ministers look for when applying for new
positions. The person writing the article believed that most ministers look
for a 'healthy' congregation. That of course leads to a second question,
"what are the characteristics of a healthy congregation?” This what the
author said:
· Missional - a congregation that is outwardly focused and not endlessly
anxious about their own survival.
· Flexible - a congregation that is eager to experiment and innovate in
response to a changing culture.
· Accountable - a congregation that is clear about their mission.
· Sensible - a congregation with clear and realistic expectations.
· Professional - a congregation that is competent in all administrative,
financial, safeguarding and fabric matters. Who make decisions openly,
and who know how to behave when conflict arises, and who respect and
trust one another.
· Faithful - a congregation whose members care about Scripture, prayer
and who wish to follow Jesus. They are guided by the Spirit of God.
Have a think about the kind of congregation we are, and how would you
rate us against these characteristics? Where do we need to improve, and
what is your role in helping us to be more 'healthy'?
Yours in Christ

Robin
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Easter & Holy Week services 2020
th

Sunday 5 April
Monday 6th April:
Tuesday 7th April
Wednesday 8th April
Maundy Thursday 9th April
Good Friday 10th April

Good Friday 10th April
Easter Sunday 12th April
Easter Sunday 12th April
Sunday 12th April

Palm Sunday celebrations,
Bennochy Church, 11am
Abbotshall Church, 7pm
Linktown Church, 7pm
Congregational Church, 7pm
Bennochy Church, 7pm
10am-4pm Linktown Church open for
prayer and meditation with short service at
the cross in the church garden at 4pm
St Bryce Kirk, 7pm
6am, Auchtertool Kirk - garden sunrise
service, followed by breakfast inside
8.30am, joint service at the fountain in
Beveridge Park
“Christ is risen!” our Easter morning
worship in Bennochy church at 11 am, with
communion

Guilds Together Service & AGM - On Thursday 5th March at 7.15pm
the Guilds Together Service & AGM will take place in Bennochy Church.
This is an open meeting and Jacqueline Thomson, Moderator of Kirkcaldy
Presbytery, will be taking part. Refreshments will be available.

Treasurer
As you may be aware Margaret Kinnear resigned as Treasurer at the end of
2019 and our grateful thanks go to her for her time in that role.
In January 2020 we were pleased to welcome our new Treasurer, Douglas
Black and we wish him well. He will, as always, be supported by the
Finance Team who continue to oversee the various aspects of church finance
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Holy Land 1995
I was privileged to visit the Holy Land 25 years ago and I recently unearthed
a diary I kept. This seemed appropriate for Easter.
Jerusalem streets are so narrow it was no surprise to have lunch in a convent
built mostly at roof top level. However beneath the Ecce Homo Sion convent
are the remains of the Roman city and its pavements are there still for us to
see, for this is the beginning of the Via Dolorosa, the Way of the Cross, the
Way of Sorrows, which leads to Calvary and the place of the Crucifixion.
But today it is not all sorrow and I cannot think it ever was. A long part of it
runs through the Souk or market, up slopes and steps, turning and twisting a
mile or so to the Church of the Holy Sepulchre.
It is narrow, noisy, smelly, colourful and boisterous. You can
only walk two or three abreast, because everywhere people are
selling and buying from shops, stalls and barrows. There are lots
of money changers and impossibly young soldiers, one eating a
raw red pepper, his gun in one hand. There are a few beggars,
and we have been warned already that the small children are the
best pickpockets.
There is compassion, however, just as there might have been
2000 years ago. I am walking beside an 80 year old friend, who is finding the
physical aspect a challenge. But as we go, the shopkeepers call out, offering
him a seat, a drink, a rest, a smoke. One shouts cheerfully, and we are not
sure if the offer is serious or the best English he knows, “Fish and chips?” and
we have to laugh.
I am sure the first Good Friday was like that. People went about their daily
business, just got on with their lives, while the Son of God stumbled by them.
And some would have felt sorrow and compassion for him and his friends,
and others would have laughed. Most maybe, just ignored him.
I felt there was a lesson there for us Christians, because that is the way many
people today see Christianity and Jesus.
The Holy Land, like the Bible, is like that, forever making you revise your
expectations, shocking you out of your preconceptions and replacing them,
hopefully, with far more relevant insights and revelations.
Nancy Gilmartin
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The E word December 12, 2019 by John Edgerton
Surely God is my salvation; I will trust and not be afraid, for the LORD God
is my strength and my might and has become my salvation. With joy you
will draw water from the wells of salvation. And in that day you will say:
Give thanks to the LORD, call on God’s name; make known God’s deeds
among the nations," proclaim that God’s name is exalted. - Isaiah 12:2-6
(NRSV)
The prophet Isaiah wants you out in public, giving praise to Gods name.
Isaiah wants you engaging with people who have never heard good news
about God. Isaiah wants you focusing on places where Gods name has a bad
reputation.
Evangelism. Isaiah wants evangelism.
Hold on, before you lick your page-flipping finger, hear me out.
For Isaiah, evangelism is telling people about the deep wells of joy that faith
gives you to draw upon. What Isaiah means by evangelism is that when you
meet someone new you should tell them about your faith, because otherwise
they will never understand the way you live your life. What Isaiah means by
evangelism is that you should build your life upon the promises of God
because though the world might be in an uproar, God's promises will never
fail.
Tell someone about the times in your life when God has meant the difference
between life and death. Make it a not-too-scary someone to start off. Don’t
tell them what they need to do to get right with God, but what God has done
for you to get you right with life.
If you’re honest, if you’re vulnerable, if you glorify God, you’ll be amazed
where the conversation goes.

Deaths
20.10.19
30.12.19

Mrs Nancy Baillie, 2b Floors Place
Mrs Isabella Speed, 1 Berwick Place

09.01.20
14.01.20

Mrs Jean Cook, Marchmont Home, 24 Bennochy Road,
William Slater, 39 Appin Crescent.
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Message to the Congregation from the Session Clerk
Whilst our annual accounts have not been presented to the Congregation I feel
it appropriate to thank our members in advance for your financial contribution
towards God’s work here at Bennochy.
The past year has brought many unexpected challenges and opportunities
which without the generosity of our members, would have been difficult to
address
On behalf of the Kirk Session it’s my privilege to acknowledge this continual
support not only of the financial elements but also the time and talents
expressed by our members.
I hope that whatever fresh challenges are presented this year, we address them
knowing that it is with the guidance of God in the betterment of his work as
we serve our Congregation and Community.
Many thanks once more.
George Drummond
Session Clerk

Sunday Teas
I would like to thank all who make donations whilst enjoying Tea
& Coffee after the Church Service on Sundays.
Last year donations contributed £1100, which is a great help to our Church
Funds here at Bennochy. It also allows our members time for a bit of chat.
Thanks also to the hard working ladies who team together to provide this
much enjoyed service.
Jane Drummond

 New addition in the vestibule - Book case with a variety of
books. Please take one away and return. Open to all.
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Jenny Featherstone’s Newsletter from Zambia
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Cycling Skills Course
Greener Kirkcaldy approached me (as the development worker for Bennochy
Church) to facilitate a Cycling Skills course - I was a bit sceptical. Do
people in the area want such a course? To find out, I conducted a wee
survey amongst the Olive Branch Café customers to see if there was interest
in such a course…. And there appeared to be.
Greener Kirkcaldy stated that it would be good for me to attend the course, to
enable people to see a friendly known face. I made my excuses … ‘The
course is on a Saturday, ‘Whenever, I have been on the bike it has always
been on a cycle path or in a forest, never on a road with traffic’, ‘I live too far
from my work base to cycle to work’, and when I heard that it was to begin
in the winter month of February… ’I’m a fair weather person’, ‘I have not
been on a bike for almost eight years’ and ‘I don’t have a bike!’ For every
excuse I protested, Greener Kirkcaldy had an answer. So, for the past few
weeks I have been improving my cycling skills and cycling confidence on a
Saturday morning in and around Dunnikier Primary School.
I didn’t go out and buy or borrow a bike, but hired a free bike from
Greener Kirkcaldy. This was so easy to do. I was matched up with
my height and preferred style of bike (mountain, city - even electric).
I was offered a helmet, bike chain lock and tool kit. I have the bike on hire
for a month, but can renew it if there is no demand for that particular bike.
The tutor is very patient and great at encouraging me, teaching me basic bike
maintenance (which I always used to leave to my husband, but which now I
am able to do for myself). My confidence has soared, as each week I
overcome a personal barrier. I am now able to know which gear I should be
in (and change them without looking at them), can indicate on a road,
manoeuvre in traffic and take a wheel off to repair a puncture, plus much
more. Next week, I am to travel on a train with my bike!
The course numbers are small and the course itself will end at the end of
February. However I would encourage anyone who is wanting to get back
on their bike, to just do it! The physical and mental health benefits are well
recorded and if you join one of Greener Kirkcaldy’s Guided Bike Rides you
will make new friends too. The Bike Rides are for any ability, but cycling in
a group when you haven’t been on your bike for a while will give you the
reassurance that there are people there to immediately support you. For
more details of the rides contact Greener Kirkcaldy direct.
Louisa Turner – Development Worker
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Bennochy Bells
The weekend of May 8th -10th 2020 is declared a national holiday to
commemorate VE DAY, 75 years on as ‘a collective celebration for peace’
website: http://www.veday75.org
Friday for music making - bugles, pipes and BELLS
Saturday for parties, pubs and toasts,
Sunday for special services in churches and cathedrals
The Bell Ringers are intending to take part in a “ring” which will take place
nationwide between 7pm and 9pm on the Friday. We are still at the
‘thinking stage’, and would welcome ideas and support for the event in
Bennochy Church.'
Thanks in advance.
Margaret Simpson

Community Choir at the Fife Festival of Music.
At the end of January the choir sang on stage once again at the annual festival
in the Adam Smith Theatre. This year 17 community choirs of widely
different sizes took part with over 600 singers spread over two very enjoyable
evenings. Although this was a non-competitive event, an adjudicator gave a
brief report at the end of each evening - essentially a supportive critique of
strengths and weaknesses of each choir.
We were delighted that our feedback this year was entirely positive and
enthusiastic. This was in no small part due to the excellent guidance the choir
enjoys from Ella and Graeme Wilson.
The choir is now over 70 strong, meeting on Monday evenings from 6.30
until about 7.45. We are always keen to get new members, especially men.
It is a very positive and feel-good experience. No auditions are involved, so
if you fancy trying it out why not give it a try. Although we have been going
for a few years now, we regularly start new programmes of music, so it is not
difficult to fit in.
If you fancy some fun to start the week, please come and join us.
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Spring Calendar
March 5
March 15
March 22

Guilds Together Service & AGM (in Bennochy)
Communion
Trustees Conference

April 7
April 9
April 12

Women’s Group Bunny Drive
Holy Week Service in Bennochy (Maundy Thursday)
Easter Sunday Service

May 8
May 16

Bell Ring for VE Day
Hootenanny & Ceilidh

June 7

Communion

Bunny Drive - The Women's Group annual Bunny Drive is on Tuesday 7th
April at 6.30 p.m. Come along to the Methven Hall and enjoy an evening
of fun for all the family, with prizes, raffle and a delicious dessert supper.
Tickets, adults £4, children £2, are available from Group members.

Kirkcaldy Foodbank has moved. As of Monday 3rd February
the foodbank no longer operates from the church at Dysart but is now in
Viewforth Church Hall - times below. Your donations are still much needed
and are always greatly appreciated. Our foodbank trolley can be found in the
Methven Hall on Sundays and on Thursdays at the Cafe.
Viewforth Church Hall, Viewforth Terrace, Kirkcaldy, KY1 3BW.

Monday 1-3pm, Tues 10-12 noon, Wed & Thurs 6pm-8pm

The Olive Branch Café
Open every Thursday in the Methven Hall from 1100 am – 2.00 pm for
teas, coffees & home baking. Lunches served from 12 noon.
Our internet café is also open from 11.00–2.00 with free Wi-Fi

17th May 2020

Next Newsletter:
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