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The sports superstar at the top their game takes the adulation of the 

crowd, the adoring fans scream as the latest music sensation walks on 

stage, the crowds line the ropes to see the great movie stars enter the 

OSCARS and people line the streets to catch a glimpse of a royal couple on 

the way to their wedding.  Jesus enters Jerusalem and the crowds shout, 

‘Praise to David’s Son! God bless him who comes in the name of the Lord! 

Praise God!’ 

The text certainly gives us the impression of a large crowd, and we are told 

that the whole city is in uproar. The key question is asked in verse 10. 

“Who is he?”  The response; a title, a name and a place, this is the prophet 

Jesus from Nazareth. The problem is, they got it all wrong. 

The name was right, the place was right, but the expectation was way off 

the mark. How else can you explain the sudden change from triumphal 

entry, to death outside the city walls as a criminal? What were they 

expecting and if you had been there, as a first century Jew, what would 

you have been looking for this man to do?  He had a reputation, no doubt 

about that. A man of wisdom, of fine words (sermon on a hill side), yes he 

certainly must have been a prophet sent by God. A man of great miracles 

(5000), he had just raised Lazarus from the dead. Here must be a man of 

power. They may have been wondering, we are not sure why he has come 

on a donkey, yes we know about the prophecy of Zechariah (v 4). His army 

must be somewhere, maybe it is an army of God’s angels!  

The expectation of Messiahship was strong, one where God would save his 

people, and at that moment in time, salvation was removing the occupying 

Roman army.  

 

So they cried, “Praise to David’s Son! God bless him who comes in the 

name of the Lord!”, but they got it all wrong. Maybe one of the reasons 

that the city is in uproar is that the authorities were also well aware of 

these expectations. The Jewish leaders afraid at the Roman response and 

the Romans wondering who this new leader is. We will need to keep our 

eyes on him. 

You go home, excited. You have had your fun day out in the sun, and now 

you wait.  We worship a God of surprises, and Jerusalem certainly got a 

shock over the next few days! You are waiting at home, chatting with your 

neighbours. Jesus has been arrested. That’s OK, victory could still be ours. 

They have set Barabbas free, that criminal, how did that happen, what’s 

going on. He’s been crucified. Just another false Messiah, but another will 

come. 

So when salvation did not come as the people expected it, everything 

changed and the significance of his entry became clear. No warrior king, no 

army, only the death of a common criminal awaited. This story is a fervent 

mixture of God’s ultimate plan, Jesus willingness to die, the heady 

expectations of the people and an ending that dashed their hopes  

We have the advantage of hindsight over the people of Jerusalem. We 

know the end of the story, a story that does not have an end. Something 

was conquered, not the Romans, but death. That is the victory of him who 

rides on a donkey and hears the misunderstood cries of the people. 

“Praise to David’s Son! God bless him who comes in the name of the Lord!”  

This Easter, let us be part of the crowd,  a crowd who knows and who 

understands; the man, the place and his title, Jesus Christ, Messiah, son of 

the living God, who lived, died and rose again for us, and all humanity. 

Amen 


